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PREFACE 

The title by which this paper is designated at once 
indicates, in a general way, the nature and scope of my sub- 
ject. «2 intend to trace again the steps by which the Christ- 
ian Prince of Peace became the Medieval sod of war. 

My purpose, however, goes beyond narration. As Birelmair 
Odserves, "st was a long way from the Cross, at the foot of 
which Roman soldiers had once cast lots for the garment of 
the Jewish misleader of the vneople, to the cross which hovered 
at the head of the Roman lesions as a military stanea i 
shall attemovt to explain, in the-course of this essay, some 
of the reasons why, in the course of these first few centuries 
of Christianity, the nure white hanner of the lowly Christ, 
became a blood-red banner--of "victorious" Christianity. While 
my theme and central interest is the development of the Christ- 
ian attitude, this survey will, of course, carry me into some 
consideration of both external and internal factors, influenc- 
ing the Christian mind in this early period. 

i have for some time cherished the ambition to make a 
rather careful study of the history of the Christian attitude 
toward war. Quite early in my study of history 1 became in- 
terested in the favorable or negative attitude manifested 
through the centuries by the Christian Church toward that most 


unChristian institution--war. One hardly needs to state that 
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one of the creat aims of Jesus was the realization of peace 

and brotherhood of al) mankind. How unfaithful, then, has 

the Church heen to her preat Teacher throuchout most of the 
Christian centuries! "The history of the relationship is a 
curious examnie of 2 rrent society comnietely, or almost com- 
pletely, abandoning one of the leading moral ideas of which 

it was the representative, and becoming so otra sae to it that 
it persecuted those who ventured to maintain it." But *it 

is a prerogative of the Church to recover its lost ideas by 
means of fresh inspirations, and there are some siens of such 

a recovery by it at the present time of its long-lost spirit 

of See ons at is altogether possible that a review of the 
steps by which that "spirit of peace" was lost might hasten its 
recovery; at any rate, a historical sketch of the ahandonment 
would be interesting. 

at was with this idea in mind that 4s hberan my work upon 

the present paper. i oririnally planned to cover the history 
of the Christian attitude toward war throurh the period of the 
sO-called Relicious Wars, closing with the Peace of Westphalia, 
which is penerally taken to mark the heginnine of the modern | 
period in the history of "international" relations. This 
plan, however, i soon found far too ambitious to be undertaken 
ei ttiin the appropriate limits of a master's thesis. For that 
ee eee ee 

John Gibbs, "The Christian Church and War", British Quarterly 


Review, v. 73 (1881), No. CXIV, Art. V: 80-100. 
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reason, 1 decided to confine my attention, for the present, 
to the early Christian period: closing, as already indicated, 
with Constantine's adoption of the Christian symbol as the 
emblem of the imperial army at the time of his campairn arainst 
Maxentius. This, after 211, is nerhans a most suitable stop- 
Ping vnoint, since Constantine's act constitutes the first 
preat landmark in the develonment which here interests use 
This marks the noint, 28 Dean Milman has remarked, at which 
"for the first time the meek and peaceful Jesus became a Goa 
of battle, and the Cross, the Pane sign of Christian. redemp- 
tion, a banner of bloody strife." Broadly speaking, it may 
be said that this marks the point. at which the Church defin- 
itely gave up her anti-emilitaristic leanings, and faced toward 
her imperialistic and militaristic future. Only two years 
later (314A.D.) the Synod of Arles sanctioned Christian mili- 
tary service, if it did not actually threaten excommunication 
for those Christians whose faithfulness led them to lay down 
their arms. By the middle of the century Christian writers 
may be found declaring for the legality and Christianity of 
hloodshed in war. By 343A... the last paran emperor had va- 
cated the throne 2nd only a half century later the army was 
purged of non-Christians. 

| TI would not imniv that Constantine's act of transferring 
the nails from the Cross to his helmet ne bridle-bits com- 


pletely transformed the spirit of the Christianity of his daye 


‘H.H.Milman, "History of Christianity",11:287. 
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There remained, throuch all the following centuries, those 
faithful voices that protested and upheld the veaceful ideal 
of Christianity's basic principles; but "Christianity" had 
come into power and official Christianity soon became the 
faithful follower of the war god, Mars. The Christian ad- 
vocacy of war, after Constantine, became deliberate; whereas, 
in the earlier period, the gradual abandonment of the peaceful 
principles of Jesus had heen largely a process of unconscious 
departure from the true Christian position. it is this fact 
which marks the pre-Constantine period off from the years to 
a 

follow. 

at is the hope of the writer: to complete, in the near 
future, the study here undertaken; and to produce, not only an 
outline, but at least a partial explanation of the history of 
the Christian attitude toward war. The thesis pronosed in the 
yrresent essav is that the nersecuted Christian hrotherhood of 
the earlier period, for reasons which will be indicated, never 
came squarely face to face with the issue of war versus Christ- 
ianity; and that the conduct of those who, in increasing num- 
bers during this geridas eons idered themselves Christians in 
military ranks, was not the result of reflection, but of the 
failure to recognize their violation of the peaceful principles 
of Jesus. if this can be maintained, may it not constitute a 


convincing argument against the attitude of those who in later 


T ; 

z+ do not, of course, mean to indicate any abrupt and connlete 
change of attitude during Constantine's reign. As we shall 
see, the development was sradual, the change beginning to ap- 
pear before Constantine and continuing lone after his death. 
But, in a general way, we are justified in taking his cam- 
yaien (312A.D.) to mark a decisive point in the chance of the 
dominant Christian attitude toward war. 
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periods, apparently in full realization of the fundamental op- 
position between Christ and Mars, have so consistently referred 
to the failure of the earliest Christians to specifically de- 
nounce war, as a justification of their own deliberate re- 


jection of the vneaceful anirit demanded hv the Teacher whom 


they profess to follow? 
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JESUS' ATTITUDE TOWARD WAR 

War is one of those human institutions or phases of human 

conduct to which Jesus, in the short span of his life among 
men, never had occasion to specifically and expressly make ap-= 
Plication of his teachings. We never, so far as our record 
eoes, made any pronouncement forhidding his followers to hear 
arms or participate in military service for the State. indeed, 
some have fond, in the conditions prevailing in his land at 
that time, evidence sufficient to convince them that his silence 
with reeard to the subject was deliberate and that the only 
inference which could fairly he drawn from it would be that he 
did not desire to express any disapproval of war as an activity 
in which Christians might be called upon to participate. 
Others can, in the light of these very same conditions, explain 
Jesus' silence with regard to the subject and argue convincing- 
‘ly that his attitude, had we an explicit expression of it, must 
have been one of opposition or condemnation. 

Realizing that there must be some reasonable hasis for 
each of these conclusions, let us very briefly review the scope 
and spirit of Jesus' conduct and teachines in the lirht of the 
conditions ahove referred to as the evidence upon which our 
conclusion must rest. We are assimine that while, as far as 
we know, no occasion presented itself to Jesus for anv reneral 
statement regardine the question of the compatability of his 
precepts and his example with human warfare, it does not follow 


that no definite conclusion on the point is to be derived from 
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tre record which has been preserved for wor rcuidance. 

Let us first of all clear the way for a study of Tesus' 
attitude by setting aside certain references which at once 
appear to contain the Master's definite sanction or express 
disapproval of the methods of warfare, but which at second 
mlance are found: to be illustrative or paraholic allusions of 
little or no value for our present purpose. 

As examples of such passares we may cite the sayings, ate 
tributed to Jesus: ("Let him who has no sword sel) his cloak 
and buy Gace: or "Think not that i came to bring peace to the 

2 


world; i came not to bring peace, but a sword." Such a list 


of citations should also include ,the references to violence and 
war contained in such passares as those in which Jesus is sup- 


posed to have spoken of violent men snatchine the Kinsdom of 
3 
Heaven or of people foreing their way into it through viol- 
A : : 
ence . Were also we should piace the naraholic descrintion of 


the king with the ten thousand soldiers auestionine the re- 
lative advisability of meeting in combat a kine who is coming 


to oppose him with twice as many men or of reouestines terms of 
5 > 
peace ; as well as the story of the king who sends out an army 


for murder and destruction as a means of revence for the murder 


a 
rh 


of his messengers . 


| Luke XXia: 35-38 


2 

Matthew X: 34, See also Luke Xiu: 51 
z 

Matthew Xi: 12 
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Luke XVa: 16 
Luke XiV: 31-54 


Matthew XXia: 6f. 
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Tt is not our vurpose here to discuss in any detail the 
authenticity or even the meaning of these or any other specific 


passages except as such procedure seems to throw some valuable 
light upon our immediate inquiry. at is true, of course, that 
the above-mentioned references to war (especially the two say- 
ings first quoted) have heen taken to be of decisive signifi- 
cance in this connection and very probably have often heen mis- 
understood hecause of that very over-emphasis. if space permit 
ted it, we micht very profitahly cive considerable attention to 
the exact meanine and imniications of every one of these nas- 
sages in order that in many instances they micht not be so 
thoroughly misunderstood. However, without questionine their 
cenuineness or attempting a wholly satisfactory execesis in 
each particular case, it would seem that, from seneral evidence, 
we are perhaps justified in agreeing with Cadoux who, in the 
opinion of the present writer, very curtly and pointedly ex- 
presses the conclusion at which we must ultimately arrive con- 
cerning these passares when he writes: “We can no more infer 
from them that Jesus would have approved of his disciples bear- 
ing arms than we can infer from the parables mentioning tne 
scourging and execution of offenders that he would have approved 
of his disciples participating in these practices. The utmost 
-we can say is that, at the moment of makine these comvarisons, 
the mind of Jesus may not have heen concerned with the subject 
of war as an ethical question for members of tre Kinedom, and 


his words have accordinely no sirnificance in connection with 


1 
that question." 


CALI 


C.J.Cadoux, "The Early Church and the World", p. 53. 
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Perhaps at this point it is not completely out of place to 
express the conviction that the enthusiast may easily lay too 
much stress upon the implications of specific acts of conduct 
or find too reneral and basic a sienificance in certain remarks 
which apparently have arisen out of narticular incidents in the 
life of Jesus. The earnest student must carefully suard against 
erroneously extracting from the facts of a particular situation 
principles for universal ard direct application to the question 
he happens to be at the moment considering. An example of 
such procedure would be to cite, as has actually been done, the ~ 
healing of the centurion's Pe athe to prove that Jesus expres- 
sed no disapproval of military service but that, in his dealing 
with soldiers, 3s here evidenced, he actually demonstrated ap- 
preciation and approval of the calling of the warrior. 

if we seek an example of a somewhat similar over-interpre- 
tation by those seeking to support the opposite point of view, 
perhaps the instance most in point would be the quoting of 
Jesus' remark to Peter in the garden of Gethsemane vhen the 


latter drew his sword in his Lord's defense: "Put back thy 


sword into its place; for 211 who take the sword shall verish 
2 


hv the sword" as a general and uneonditionnl denunciation of 


the bearing of arms. One should hesitate to lay such weisht 


upon this isolated reference which, taken by itself, can, as 


we have seen, be immediately offset by citations bearing oppo- 
ewes ere Sled. het te te NN 
T - 

Matthew Vaia: 5-13. 

2 

Matthew XXVa: 51f. 
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site implications. While fairness demands that we treat this 
apparent disapproval of even armed defense as of no more than 
equal value with those passarces which have been held hy some to 
‘contain the sanction of arms and violence, we may, 9nd perhaps” 
should, note the conclusion of Cadoux concerning the statement 
here attributed to Jesus. After duly taking account of the 
fact that the circumstances and the prohibition are special, he 
remarks: "but inasmuch as the grim truth on which the prohibi- 
tion is founded is perfectly general, one might argue that the 
prohibition itself also is more than an order meant to meet a 
particular case, but has in it something of the universality of 
a general principle of Rass ie 

Another passare which mirht he sirhted in this conrection 
is that in which Tesus hids his disciples to retreat to the 


mountains at the time of the devastation of Judaea and the de= 


2 


filement of the Temple , which has been interpreted to indicate 


that Jesus advised non-resistance and flisht as over acainst 
resistance-in the Gentile attack on Judaea and Jerusalem which 
he anticipated. Without accepting the ceneral implications as 
at all conclusive, one may remark that this attitude would at ~ 
least seem to fit in with other more general teachings of Jesus 
which we shall review leter in this chapter. To merely mention 
another example, there is, of course, practically no end of the 
‘discussion and speculation which may arise from Jesus' failure 
to adopt force as a means of attaining the ends for which he 


lived and died. What is the full significance of the tempta- 


tion recorded in Matthew iV: 8-10? 
Nee dpe eee 
C.J.Cadoux "The Early Church and the World", p. 5? 
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Matthew XXiV: 15-22 
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All of these references, .direct and direct, to war must 
be kept in mind when we come to consider the general ethical am 
social principles of Jesus from which we must draw our conclu- 
sions as to what his attitude toward war must have heen, Assum 
ine that we have no conclusive statement of his attitude, let 
me first, however, note some of the conditions prevailing in 
Palestine in Jesus' day in an attemnt to explain, if vossible, 
why he may never have had occasion to state explicitly that 
military service was or was not consistent with the principles 
of conduct which he demonstrated and tausht. 

Jesus was, we must recall, working among and dealing 
chiefly ith the Palestinian Jews of whom the proportion of 
soldiers (even including policemen) én alersadien must have been 
very small indeed. This becomes auite evident when we stop to 
consider that slaves, who were legally excluded, and jews, who 
Lwere legally exempted from service in the Roman legions, consti- 
tuted, along with women, such a considerable vart of the early 
body of Christians. in general it seems that soldiers were 
available in larger numbers than were actually needed hy the 
sovernmnent--that voluntary enlistment made it unnecessary for 
the government to make frequent and peneral use of its rower 
of conscription, which when resorted to seems to have been con- 
fined usually to the more vrimitive or hackward neonles of the 
Empire rather than exercised among the Jepally favored national- 
istic Jews of Palestine. Cadoux, upon the basis of a study of 
many authorities in the csbetias says: "an Judaea, apart froma 
small body of Temple police, the only soldiers would be gentiles 
geremeraeana 

inéluding K.J.Neumann, A.Harnack, A.Bigelmair, K.H.E.DeJong, 


J.Moffatt, and W.Ramsay, besides the evidence furnished by 
Tacitus and Seutonius. 
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in the Roman army. in Galilee, Peraea, Batanaea, etc., were to 
he found the small armies maintained hy the Herodian princes. 
Jews were lerally exempted from service in the Roman army; and 
there would seem to he no likelihood that any disciple or ad- 
herent of Jesus would be impressed ariW het Wik will into the 
forces of Antipas or pituispenle= "Jews and slaves were lefal- 
ly disqualified from serving in the imperial armies. The govern- 
ment could nearly always get as many soldiers as it needed by 
ordinary methods of enlistment, without making wide use of its 
powers to compel the unwilling. Such forcible recruiting as 
did occur took place more and more among the least civilized 
populations of the Empire. Gentile free- and freed-men who 
were Christians would thus hardly ever be called unon to serve. 
Tre same cenera? conditions would prohahly prevail amone the 
Jews iv Palestine Vivine under the Yerodian vrinces or their 
own native neue 

Such a situation, it ‘would seem, 'mirht be fairly veld to 
explain Jesus' failure to deal in any seneral way with the spe- 
eific matter of military service for his disciples and adnerents » 
and so to free us, at least, from the necessity of concluding 
that his silence was due to a favorable attitude--a disinclina- 
tion to discourage or prohibit such activity to his followers. 
And when we consider his apparent attitude towards the imperial 
Government along with his failure to use force for the achieve=- 


ment of the ends for which he strove,:in spite of the opportun- 


ity offered by the nationalistic ambitions and messianic hopes 


A A ALLE LE 


C.J.Cadoux "The Harly Church and the World", p- 51 
2 , 


ibid, p. 115 


ceraw ,eD2e ~ReanpsIee , noeret eregi fad ore wre nemo ort? 
* pert rethows" ent wf hentetatan natorre ‘fame’ orf?” sniro? 
rm Spee WeMSH srt nt solwynn OT? oe aE uffanel stew + 
gC Biqioeth ure fort hoortText? on s¢ of meen brutw s 
etait Tite wel Sapir aes beneatqmt od Brrow sireet, ‘To or 
s1ee nevalc ‘bee awel* te: euqt trie “oO e6GifRa Yo sa0 
fa eeT Sasiere fetveqrt sre nt qnteisa mov? belt tifaupath” 
a" ; is zt ke nYethfoe erat ne Jen avanri(s yfinen biaos ¢ 
| te pan Ohtw airline sf codrin ,tnenteifas To shodtem yienthye 
pa nett iwros sfdtows fdow2 samitlifiwrsy eft fogmoo oF ar eWwoq 
PRATIFIO Fane l eS gacen stom bra site: bosTq X06? WwH9E bib 
Pe hee~heext bri -007? ertinsd .sctomil ect to eeotsafeoce 
Dey daae Wet Fe0"b+ seve EFbinw avid’ Brvoe anAltelitD Siew 
¢ snnee Playas xferioad bfitoe anedsttnon fnveren amen ot" 
TTY: We ae waonted molbovell av? asteu ontelfl artteeftet ob awet 
- ma! Ta siete ofFian ov 


? BLA’ vratat SS 2H tet mode, binow +? ynoltauste m foun { 


bait arte vow beeen var at [neh of owrta? "avast, atefoxs 
? bee ‘eefatonth ete 46% enleise Yistifin to, iettam otto 
fone to vilnaaoss sft moyvt [repel te ,an eatt oF on Baw | 
Path n--ebirttt4e of friovnt @ 68 eae ce sonefte aid tant 
Po atd OF vivitar oun 93 ¢bReNe 46 enawioonis a+ mony 
. ron? aittewo? obi ttn tre nena pen webtenon conan | 
er eee parole Snenmrev00 
ede TO sii ni+,everts ov Noifw 208 nhoe end 0. 


sine these: ber BoeLl tte piv ei iecotgea Bee e beret te | 


me | 


fa a i; “havo Of7 Na ro wdd 0 @ om 
aos ones ‘seal 


of his people, we have some grownds for feeling that his si- 
lence may be found to have quite another meaning and must be 
explained on other grounds than an assumption of hesitancy or 
aversion to an express disapproval of warlike methods ‘for the 
attainnent of desired ends WHATEVER THEY MiGHT BE. 

But when we co on to consider more renerally the princi- 
ples of conduct exemplitvied and taught by the Master we hecome 
convinced that such must be our conclusion; the evidence of 
his life and teaching simniyv cannot be souared with an avnvroval 
‘of the death and destruction which are the inalienable accom- 
plices of the use .of armed force. Let us nass on to a brief 
review of some of those teachings. 

Here, as before, Z shall attempt no analysis of the pas- 
sages concerned, ovut shall merely recall some of those points 
at which the spirit. of Jesus' tecchings is most obviously shown 
to be irreconcilably inconsis‘ent with the spirit of ware ana 
review of the teachings of Jesus one most naturally turns first 
to the Sermon on the Mount. Reviewing this body of teachings, 
as they are preserved to us, one does not pass beyond the 
Beatitudes without reading: "Blessed are the peacemakers: for 
they shall be called ‘héscene of anaes. And the first specific 
commandment to follow is an amplification of the ancient com- 
mandment: 

"Trou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in 

daneer of the judement: but T sey unto you, that every one 


woo is anery with his brother shall he in danger of the 
judgement; and whosoever shall sav to his brother, Raca, 
shall be in danger of the council; and whosoever shall say, 
Moreh, shall be in danger of the hell 6f fire. if therefore 
thou art offerine thy gift at the altar, and there remember- 
est that thy brother hath aught against thee, leave there 
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thy cift hefore the altar, and fo thy way, first be recon- 
ciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy cift. 
Apree with thine adversary auickly, while thou art with him 
in the way; lest haply the adverszry deliver thee to the 
judge, and the judre deliver thee to the officer, and thou 
be cast into prison. Verily i say unto thee, Thou shalt by 
no means come out thence, till thou have paid the last 
farthing." 

1 


Only a few lines further we find the famous teachings with re- 


gard to resistance or revenge, and love of neighbor, in which 


Jesus again goes far beyond the old law: 


Ye have heard that it was said, An eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth: but i say unto you, Resist not him that 
ig evil: but whosoever smiteth thee on thy right cheek, turn 
to him the other also. And if any man would go to law with 
thee, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also. 
And whoever shall compel thee to go one mile, go with him 
two. Give him that asketh thee, and from him that would 
borrow of thee turn not thou away. 

Ye have heard that it was said, Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor, and hate thine enemy: but 4 say unto you, Love your 
enemies, and pray for them that persecute you; that ye may 
be sons of your Father who is in heaven: for he maketh his 
sun to rise on the evil and the sood, and sendeth rain on 
the just and the unjust. For if ye love them that love you, 
what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? 
And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than 
others? do not even the Gentiles the same? Ye therefore 
shall be verfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

2 


And in the same spirit, thourh somewhat different wordine, we 


find the same teachings recorded in Luke's Gosvel: 


Se enamine 


But zi say unto you that hear, Love your enemies, do sood 
to them that hate you, bless them that curse you, pray for 
them that despitefully use you. To him that smiteth thee 
on the one cheek offer also the other; and from “in that 
taketh away thy cloak withhold not thy coat also. Give to 
every one that asketh thee: and of him that taketh away thy 
goods ask them not again. And as ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye also to them likewise. And if ve love them 
that love you, what thank have ye? for even sinners love 
those that love them. And if ye do good to them that do 
good to you, what thank have ye? for even sinners do the 
same. And if ye lend to them of whom ve hope to receive, 
what thank have ye? even sinners lend to sinners, to re- 
ceive again as much. But love your enemies, and do them good 


Matthew V: 21-26 


2 
Matthew V: 38-48 
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and lend, never despairing; and your reward shall he frreat 
and ye shall be sons of the Most High: for he is kind toward 
the unthankful and evil. Re ye merciful, even as your 
Father is merciful. 

} 

Where could we seek for a nrincinole more incomnatible 
than the snirit which underlies war than that which the Master 
has handed down to us in our so-called Golden Rule: "AT 
thines whatsoever ye wonld that men should do unto you, even 

2 
gs0 do ve also unto them." 

sf we accept Jesus' judgment as to which of the command- 
ments are the greatest and most basic in human relations: 


"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind." 


and 
3 
"Thou shalt love thy neishbor as thyself." 
And then follow his instructions: 

"Go ve therefore, and make disciples of 911 the nations---- 
teaching them tp observe all things whatsoever + commanded 
you," 

4 
Whence can war, offensive or defensive, arise? The method is 


condemned, the motive is removed, the spirit is cutlawed and 


supplanted by the spirit of the Christ. 


Luke Vi: 27-37 


two 


Matthew Vi: 12 


GN 


Matthew XXii: 37-38 


i 


Matthew XXVii: 19 
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When we Jeave our study of Jesus' personal attitude and 
turn to the attitude of esrilyv Christianity toward war, we 
again find ourselves somewhat handicapped by the lack of defin- 
ite expression of corviction--largely, perhaps, for the same 
reasons that we have no explicit and direct statement by the 
great Teacher himself for our guidance at this point. The 
position of affairs for the great majority of the earliest 
Christians was such that the question of the compatibility of 
participation in warfare with an acceptance of the principles 
of Christian living did not present itself vividly to them. 
The general mind of Christisnity apparently held to the pertin- 
ent teachings of Jesus, but occasicns calling for their appli- 
cation to the particular question of bloodshed in war were 
neither frequent nor of general <cusern, The situation, then, 
did not demand the layine down of any ceneral rule regarding 
the bearine of arms or military service of Christians. 

Tris situation, as we shall see, was more unfortunate 
than it at first clance annears: for, 28 9 result of it, we 
are not only left without an exvress authoritative Christian 
stand in the mattcr for this early period; but the vagueness 
of the issue involved led Christians irto various commitments 
which in time assumed the proportions of illegitimate com- 
promises of principle and have, to a greater or lesser degree, 


acted as loops in Christian logic ever since. 
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James Martineau has written: 


in the rapid expansion of relations and the haste of 
human affairs practices slide insensibly into existénce . 
and get a footing as usages, before any conscience has time 
to estimate them; and when they have won the sanction of 
prescription, they soon shape consciences to suit them, 


and lauch at the moral critic as a simpleton, and hurry on 
to the crash of social retribution. 
1 

One could hardly hope to find a finer example for demonstrating 
the truth of this statement than that furnished hy the develop- 
ment of the early Christian attitude toward war and the intere- 
pretations of that attitude, from the enrliest times to the 
present day, by those who would find in it a Christian sanc- 
tion for that most unChristian institution. 


Cadoux has in rather brief space summarized the circum- 
stances which constituted some of the more important factors 
militating against a clear pronouncere nt on the illegitimacy of 
the use of arms by Christians; and which, along with a certain 
"unguardedness" and "immaturity of reflection" during this 
"embryonic and quiescent stage of Christian ethical thought", 
made room for those commitments or compromises so frequently 
cited and such dangerous obstacles to a fair and proper inter- 


pretation of the Christian attitude: 

™ herein with, warfare stood on a different footing from 
other paran customs which it was ouite easv for the Church 
to condemn and reject without compromise. it was unlike a- 
duitery, in that it was esteemed and honoured by parans, and 
not condemned: it was unlike idolatry, in that it concerned 
onlv a few, and not memhers of society in creneral. it was 
inseparably bound up with the police svstem by which law and 
order were maintained; and the severity of the Christian 
judgment against it was thus mitigated by its association 
with that against which the Christian objection was not so 
easily felt or framed. Then again, there were various con~ 
nections in which the Christians themselves thought of war 


James Martineau, "Essays, Reviews, and Addresses", ve 502. 
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without any admixture of repulsion or censure. They were 
fond of speaking of the Christian life itself as a warfare 
and of themselves as soldiers of Christ. Scripture taught 
them to think with reverence and esteem of the warriors of 
old as men acting with the approval and under the suidance 
of God. Many of them looked forward to a great military 
triumph of Christ over his enemies at the end of the age. 

in the meantime, they could think of war as a means of divine 
chastisement: they regarded the great victories of the Romans 
over the Jews in 67-71A.D. as a divine punishment of the 
latter for their treatment of Christ. They were taught to 
think of the Emperor as appointed by God for the purpose of 
checking sin and maintaining order--tasks which they knew he- 
could not fulfil without using soldiers. None of these 
Christian aspects of war, when rishtly understood, contained | 
anything inconsistent with the most ririd abstention of the 
Christians themselves from the use of arms. At the same 
time, it is easy to see that these lines of thought must have 
predisposed many Christians to miss the essential point when 
they came to consider the question of their own personal cor 
duct. The various complications just enumerated and the ab- 
sence of a unanimous or authoritative ruling on the point 
combined to render the issue far less clear to many than it 
would otherwise have been. This, of itself, meant that at 
any time after the inception of Christianity, the existence 
of Christian soldiers was at least a possibility. 

Several other factors contributed to facilitate the ac tual- 
ization of this vossihility. Not only was the auestion in 
some respects a complicated one; hut many members of the 
Phristian Church were, 2s we know, of 2 very simple, unin- 
tellectual, and unreflective tyne of mind, and shunned on 
principle any**ing in the nature. of clear dialectics. Such 
people were peculiarly liable, in that day as in this, to 
draw illogical conclusions touching their conduct as Christ- 
ians from Old Testament wars or from Paul's use of military 
gimilies. As a matter of fact, we learn from Tertullianus, 
that the Christian soldiers of his time justified their posi- 
tion, not by any public-spirited appeals to the obvious needs 
of society, but by references-~-of ten of an extremely pureile 
kind--to Old Testament precedents. They quoted not only the 
wars of Joshua and the israelites, but Moses' rod, Aaron's 
buckle, and John the Baptist's leather belt, just as Christ- 
jans who wished to attend the circus appealed to David's 
example in dancing before the ark and to Elijah as the 
charioteer of israel. Another circumstance that operated in 
the same direction was the gradual and steady growth through= 
cout the Church of a certain moral laxity, which eneared the 
serious and anxious attention of Christian leaders as early 
as the time of Hermas (140A.D.) and had become an acute 
problem by the time of Pope Kallistos (216-222A.D.): . this 
abatement of the primitive moral rigour would naturally as- 
sist the process of conformity to the ways of the world. The 
same too would be the effect of the gradual waning of the 
eschatological hope, which, while far from constituting the 
true ground of the Christian refusal of military service, 
was yet with many a main plea for their general aloofness 


fF es 


from worldly life. And not only was the eschatological hope 
itself waning, but even in circumstances where it was still 
powerful, the Christian was reminded of the Apostolic counsel 
"Let everyone remain in the calling wherein he was called"-- 
a ruling which had not yet received in any definite form the 
limitation which it obviously needed. The convertéd soldier 
was the more willing to give himself the benefit of this 
ruling, inasmuch as his withdrawal from the army on the 
ground of his change of relicion was a process attended with 
no little difficulty and danger. Finally, Christianity was 
characterized hy several fertures, such as monotheism, ab- 
sclutism, universalism, use of military language, wars in 


Scripture, and so on, which would naturally appeal to the 


military mind. 

Tere were therefore ouite 9 large number of factors at 
work, which comhined to facilitate the conversion of soldiers 
+o Christianity and their continuance in military life after 
their conversion, desnite the fact that such a state of af- 
fairs conflicted in reality with the ethical demands made by 
the Church. The anomaly of their position was easily over- 
looked by the men themselves, who had become inured to their 
grim duties and had all their lives regarded the profession 
of arms as honourable. Most of the considerations helping 
to justify their position to themselves would also help to 
secure toleration for it in the eyes of their fellow-Christ- 
ians; and the inclination of these latter to disapprove would 
also be further checked by yet other considerations, such as 
the fewness of the cases involved, at any rate in early 
times, joy at the erection of Christ's banner in the devil's 
camp, distance from the battlefield and easy blindness to its 
horrors, and lastly, that charitable leniency which naturally 
deters the Christian from objecting to a sood many acts of a 
coreligionist which he would not feel justified in doing hi 
self. it is thus that we are to account for the omission of 
the Church to take a decided line on this matter from the 
beginning. Apart from the Chureh-Orders, the influence of 
which--though probably extensive--we cannot exactly measure, 
we have no extant record of any attempt being made to compel 
soldier-converts to leave the army on baptism. 

The admission of these few soldier-converts to the Church 
sometime, let us sy, in the second century, perhaps not 
earlier than the reign of Marcus Aurelius, proved to be the 
thin end of the wedre. it constituted a precedent by which 
the judement of the Church at large was imperceptibly come- 
promised. if a Christien who was a_soldier hefore conversion. 
may remain so after it, tren it follows that a Christian lay- 
man micht hecome a soldier if he wished to, That, this cone 
clusion was drawn hy the end of the second century we have 
alreadv seen. if a few soldiers can he tolerated in the 
Mhureh, then any number can: if a few Christians ay enlist, 
then any numher may do so. Once the herinnine has heen made 
and allowed +o vass muster, the obstacles in the way of’a 
general reversion to a stricter standard become virtually in 
superablee. 


* 


C.J.Cadoux, "The Barly Christian Attitude Toward War",p. 247ff. 
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This very briefly indicates the way in which silence and un- 
conscious commitment, due lareely to a failure to recognize 

the real issue, cradually developed into actively accented com- 
promise, in the case of the Christian attitude toward war. We 
have only to rlance (as we shea} several times in the course 

of this paper) at later intervretations, or misintervretations, 
of the development and the noint of view involved, to realize 
how the unfortunate results of this early situation have heen 
carried over and have stood in the way of a clear, just, and 
authoritative declaration of the Christian stand regardinz war, 
from those earliest times right down to the present. Many 
times, then, in the course of our study we must refer to this 
failure to realize the issue involved, to analyze the situation, 
and to declare the incompatibility hetween the vrincinles of 
Jesus and the practices of war. it, as we shall see, explains 
the anomalous situation in which the Christian, who would de- 
cline military service and even suffer martyrdom rather then 
submit to participation in the naran relisious worship reauired 
in the army, would, when concessions to his faith were made in 
the matter of relirious formalities, hecome one of the Emperor's 
most loyal, valiant, and valuahle soldiers, without questioning 
or even seeing the basic violation of the principles of his 
‘Master involved in the vary act of hearine arms and in the 
bloodshed and cruelty which were among the recognized onjec- 
tives. The some situation is undoubtedly 2 large part of the 
explanation of the disagreements which we shall find among 


Christians of the same period, 1s we attempt to draw from their 
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writings an expression of the Christian attitude toward war 

at their particular time. it unquestionably must be called to 
account for the inconsistencies found in the same writer: as he 
proceeds in one statement to enthusiastically declare the prin- 
ciples of Jesus which clearly outlaw any avails or violent 
conduct, whether offensive or defensive; and in the next breath 
refers with pride and approval to Old Testament brutalities, 
speaks of a military victory of Christianity, and declares war. 
to be the favored instrument of divine justice. And, "hen we 
at last do find that the fundamental incompatibility between 
the peace and fellowship of Christianity and the ravages of 

war has been discovered and pointed out; we have to refer to 
the neriod of unconscious commitment to account for the tradi- 
tional attitude which has come to stand in the way of a uni- 
versal acceptance, upon the nart of the Church, of the atti- 
tude which is so clearly dictated hv the snirit, if not the 
letter, of her hasic teachines. 

Let us, then, with this in mind, as one explanation of 
that development, vegin our study of the development of the 
Christian attitude toward war during the pre-Constantine period- 
which carries us from the Sermon on the Mount, in which war, of 
any kind, was, for all time, unconditionally outlawed; to the 
adoption, by Constantine, of the Cross as the imperial emblem, 
primarily for the military advantages which it offered. 

First we shall examine the evidence for the development of 
es Christian attitude in the record of the actual participation 
of Christians in military service during this neriod; and then 
we shall study the expressions of Christian feeling as found in 


early Christian literature. 
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MILITARY SERVICE 


As already indicated, it anneors altogether unlikely that 
the earliest Christians would have been pressed into military 
service against their will; indeed, it’ is perhaps quite pro- 
bable that, in many cases, they would not have heen wholly 
welcome in the Roman legions had they ete to serve. an 
the earliest days of Christianity, and the Roman warrior-noble, 
it would seem reasonable to believe that the average Christian, 
like the slave, was often not only exempt hut actually ex- 
cluded from the honor of serving in the armies of the Emnire. 

At the same time, we cannot conclude that, either because 
of their lowly position in the Roman Empire or hecause of 
their own determination and conviction, no Christians bore 
arms in this early period. We must, rather, agree with Har- 
nack who, upon the hasis of considerable atiudy of availahle 
evidence, states that there were Christian soldiers from a 
very early period, perhaps from the very einpay And Cadoux 
asserts that "the precedents recorded in the “New Testament, 
apart from anv other considerations, compel us to admit the 
‘possibility of the existence of Christian soldiers at any 


2 
period subsequent to the early Apostolic Age" (30-70 A.D.). 


“The point here made is simply that we are probably quite 


Fe SS i ia ES mee 
1 

A.Hornack, "Mission and Expansion of Christianity", Vol.aa: 
204ff. 

2 

C.J.Cadoux, "The Early Church and the World", Ds 275s 
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within our rights in concluding that Christians, such a larrfe 
proportion of whom, in the early days, were slaves, Jews, and 
women, were not likely to be heavily represented in military 
ranks. And this, as we have already noted, was perhaps one 
of the main reasons why the clear cut question as to whether 
or not a man micht be both soldier and Christian never pre- 
sented itself to early Christianity for an answer. But let 
us now attempt to trace briefly the growing relationship be- 
tween militarism and Christianity, as evidenced hy the in- 
creasing numbers of Christian soldiers in Roman armies, from 
the time of Jesus to that of Constantine. 

Tt is perhans fair, thouch somewhat startling, to herin 
by saving that, in > general wav, the nimher of Christians in 
the army increased with the seneral srowth of the Church. an 
spite of this rough correspondence, however, Harnack is fully 
justified in being so anxious to have us understand that, in 
this period, "Christianity never became a religion of the 
camp" and that’ "all representations of Christianity which 
make out as if it had diffused itself specially by means of 
soldiers are to be ‘esngwed=t” an spite of constant protest 
on the part of Christian rigorists who held Christianity and 
military service to be basically inconsistent and incompatible, 
Christian soldiers increased as Christianity srew and spread; 
but persecution of Christians, and Christian soldiers in 
particular, continued--"the public toleration and oreferential 


treatment of the Christian relicion heran with the affixing 
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Harnack, "Mission and E*pansion", Vol. za: 204, 
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of the cross to the colours of the reriments by Constantine 


1 
auring his exnedition arsinst Moxentius." 


We shall in the course of this study consider in some 
detail the attitudes taken toward Christian soldiers hy hoth 
Christians and non-Christians; but first let us examine the 
meagre evidence upon which we must base a judmment concerning 
the extent to which Christians actually followed the military 
calling in the pre-Constantine period. 

For the earliest period, one most naturally turns to 
the New Testament. Cadoux has, ina very brief statement, 
brought before us all the positive evidence there embodied: 


Taking the period of the New Testament, and excluding 
the converts of John the Baptist, the centurion of Caper- 
naum, and the centurion at the cross, as not heing disci- 
ples of Jesus at all, Sergius Paulus, the proconsul of 
Cyprus, 2s not being a full convert to Christianity in the 
ordinary sense, and the soldier--if soldier he was--"ho 
was executed with James. the Apostle, as heing relieved by 
his prompt martyrdom of all necessity of deciding whether 
he ourht to remain in his calling or to resign it, we are 
left with Cornelius, the one or two soldiers who may have 
been baptized with him, and the gaoler at Philippi, 2s the 
only real cases of Christian soldiers in New Testament 
times. 

2 


Tt is from the existence of these few cases that we have ac- 
cepted the nossihility that there may have heen Christian sol- 
diers (soldier converts) from the errliest davs of Christianity. 
But, between these cases and approximately 170-175 A.D., we 
have no definite evidence for the existence of Christian sol- 


dierse Christian writers give us no information concerning 


Harnack, "Mission and Expansion", Yolsnzs: 206. 


4 
C.J.Cadoux, "The Barly Christian Attitude Toward War, p. 228. 


These references are found in Acts Kr Uff.) We, 47ff., vane 
XVis 27-354. 


-ifg 
-— © 


‘ . 


E@eisantens Of vrnwrinsi ot 76 Ramefog Oe GF ments ot 
i. f 
nb trenew *entonn rnold thease sits 


“ewes ol teattene> eterta afes a eae of? ri ffate ww 


Aah yt usatd"aq mol taints tyme? fedas nehetitte «% rt +. 


NOME Aries we Seh faye set imaal tein taney bee meattetes 


inte esrds Sierntert « shed teem em fotite nog! eyrables ey 


_ 


ti act Werelfot vifevtore rartteniwt) Hote oF ‘tne 


8 


+BOlreq ‘ent fitet anod-e% er? ar settee ‘i 
pe peak id so Stem eno ,fotheq ast liee sy Soe” ”: 
Jalue “aah ent ,@e7) arohod § .sremktack wot 
Pita) wonshive. ecl¥iadu ert? ifn ad pio ted 


2 (trons aot wer afd Io Hote err ynlasf 

Ser DOS ,Jaitqnt ace mist’ Yo a? Bp dl ony ets 

Peon at ,Aedra off to nol wires oi? na Mer ye 

rhe. ,aulvrl-avinieR .ffn.2n aueel Yo eaf 
{AHN bh? s2honos Efe a arte ton ee , 

Be Jol bton %3--19 infor grt fins  eanes acta 2 

Th bet <n efteomA of? Moret dtie hsivooxs « 

nel Preley. eb YS yeleasven [fe to rohwetiae irl ait © 

B04 od YD yuiffas et ni alemey of S106 ot m 

Pease ov? t¢ oan |x? ,aultfoniodD ole 2tef 

6 AfTors of? Daa wie “iv bort?nae rood 

eet oeF ni eoninfoa ante hath TO gonno [06% here 

: Fe aay 


-_ 


Oye" ot Sat? pews. te? meer? "9 enresalzs, on”) wort alice 
: Paha TA Yeh thatcoce oe eee (nt ye rrnn axEnton} 


oa eee BOTSNCL vlat pat en rene fee waren sae? neee? ed. 


igattel so 0 gonetnloce «> Ye? pirebivs otind Ia AA» 

oy . bd ‘ 8 
BY enens Mele eb pon oo ev ovl> .-avedeiw ami Pelee + 
a - ~~. 


aetlliteiiieaie an 
— ¢~ Gia « 


(ad0s baa sl OV ,P ire xk meu mot eehe® - 


“ ey ee ee Wires 
eo «PW Btawet shusirsh 4)2. 5. oe TY RO baD 
been usr awe gees ah SfGA Hr bevo? sone te te itt 


aot 7 


the presence or absence of co-religipnists in military ranks; 
paran accounts fail to make particular mention of Christian 
soldiers during this period and so are of little or no value 
to us here--thoush, 2s we shall see, Celsus' charge that the 
Christions were disinciined to serve in the army was prohably 
well-founded ard is, in > ceneral way, an aid to us in forming 
a judgement of the period. 

The reign of Marcus Aurelius (141-180 A.D.), especially 
the year 174 itnae. marks a very important point in the develop- 


ment with which we are here concerned; for it is here that 


we come upon the first fairly reliable evidence for the pre- 
9 


ay 


sence of Christians, in any number, in the Roman army , and it 
is in this period that the question of service or abstention 


becomes one of real and practical significance to Christian 
3 
people and a live controversial issue in Christian churches . 
4 . 
Up to this time, as Harnack points out, the waptized Christ- 


ian did not become a soldier; and those who were caught by 
the Christian faith in the camp had to see how they could come 
to terms with their military profession. 

Me incident of c.174 A.D. as been recorded for us in 


several sources, and the differences in the various accounts 
: 5 
leave us in some douht as +o the actual facts, as well as the 


full sipnificance of the story; but, as nearly as we can make 


Approximately. The dante here is not absolutely certain. Some 
have placed the incidert here referred to as early 2s 171A.D. 
2 
it appears that scholars are not inclined to attach much, if 
any, historical value to the supposed records of Christian 

. soldiers during the reigns of Trajan and Hadrian. These in- 
clude the Aringhi epitaph of a soldier and a member of the 
Praetorian guard, the Acts of Phocas, the various Boldetti and 
Marangoni inscriptions, as well as the evidence found by 
Ruinart in the Acts of Symphorosa. 
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out, the main features of the event were somevhat as follows: 


1 
During a campaign against the Quadi the Roman army began to 


suffer from lack of water. in the twelfth legion--the Lesio 
Fulminata, usually stationed in Melitene, in Eastern Cappa- 
docia, there was a considerable number of Christian soldiers. 
They prayed for relief. Soon a shower refreshed the Roman 
troops, while a storm balked the enemy. The incident must 
have been one of some note and importance for it was commemor- 
ated on the column set up by Marcus Aurelius at Rome and re- 
corded by various writers, as indicated above. The full sig- 
nificance or implications of the incident are perhaps even 


more varcue than the details of the facts, upon which they are, 
5 . 


wn 


to a large extent, dependent. 


Tre situation in the Terio Fulminata--the existence of 
) 
such a nimher of Christian soldiers --would seem to indicate 


that, for some time before the incident recorded, conversion 


This aspect of the development will be dealt with chiefly in 
the later secticn of this paper, dealing with literary evi-' 
dences of the early Christian attitude. 
4 
Militia Christi, 5l. 
5 
Pagan records include the pillar of Marcus Aurelius, Capitol- 
inus (Hist. Aug. Life of M, Antoninus Philosophus, XX:V:4), 
and Dio Cassius (LXXi: 8, 10). Christian witnesses are Apolin 
arius of Hierapolis (Apology to Marcus Aurelius), Eusebius, 
(Eccles. Hist. V: v 3f), Tertullian(Apol.V,i:2, Scap.i:v:1), 
and the letter of Marcus to the Sénate. 
- 
A tribe in Moravia. 
, 
We cannot make any safe estimate concerning the number or pro- 
portion of Christians in the Legion. Christian writers differ 
widely in their estimates. But that is not of the sreatest 
importance. in fact, the pagan writer, Dio Cassius (ahove 
cited) denies that the miracle was the result, of Christ- 
ian prayer,holding that it was due rather to pagan sacrifice. 
WYowever that may be, and even regardless of the general his- 
toricity, much less the details of the incident, the very fact 
that such a story could be related concerning Christian sol- 
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among the soldiers in the legions had been taking place; .and 


the fact that, in spite of such a number of Christian soldiers 


‘in the legion, there is no extant indication that authoritative 


disapproval of their status was expressed by the Church, gives 


some grounds for believing that by this time some enlistment of 


Christians, after conversion, had begun to take place. How- 


ever, we cannot be-at all certain that such was the case. 


Cadoux accepts the conclusion of Harnack when he makes the 


following statement: 


While the grounds on which a statement on the subject can 
be based are unhappily very meagre, and too much must not be 
made of the argumentum e silentio, we may perhaps venture to 
say that, thouch on the one hand no unanimous prohibition 
had heen laid down by the Church, yet on the other, up *o 
the reign of Marcus Aurelius at.least, no Christian would 
become a soldier after his baptism. 

1 


And in another place, speaking of the situation in the Tegio 


Pulminata, he would seem inclined to doubt the vossibility of 


Christian enlistment by this time, since he attempts to ex- 


p 


m 


nf 


lain the absence of recorded opposition of the Church to the 
ilitary calling: | 


This means that the comversion of soldiers to Christianity 
must have been going on for some little time previously, 
though for how long we do not know. at is often said that 
these men were not censured or criticized by their fellow- 
Christians for their position; but in view of the fact that 
C“lsus' censure of the Christians in general for objecting 
td military service came within a few years of the incident 
just described, and in view of the fact that the later de- 
cision of the Church would tend to obliterate records of the 


diers, would seem fo adequately support the conclusion tnat 
a legion with a considerable number of Christian soldiers was 
not unheard of, even if unusual. 


Cadoux, "The Early Church and the World", p. 276. 
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earlier riporism, it is not safe to conclude from the absence 
of any extant criticism of these Christian soldiers that their 
position passed uncriticized. 

1 
As we shall see a little later, our oldest nieces of certain 
evidence for the existence of Christian soldiers who had joined 
‘the army after their conversion are the De idojolatria and De 
Corona of Tertullian. 

While the story of the rain miracle, above reviewed, is 
important as the oldest evidence for Christians, in fairly 
large number, in a legion we must not draw too much from it. 
Discrepancies between the various recorded versions of the 
story should warn us against overestimating the proportion of 
Christian soldiers in this, or any, narticular legion; and the 
fact pointed out by Warnack, that the lerion in question was 
that of Melitene which of all legions should contain a con- 
siderable percentage of Christians since it was recruited from 
districts where Christians were particularaly numerous, must 
prevent us from assuming this lerion Fulminata to have been 
representative of the general situation throurhout the Roman 
armye As we shall see when we come to examine the literary 
expression of the attitude of some of the Christian leaders of 
this period, these precautions are probably fully justified. 

As we pass on to the period following 175A.D. we find our 
evidence, concerning Christian military service, still rather 
limited in amount and indefinite in significance. Julius 
Africanus, a nominal Christian at least, not only served as an 
officer in the expedition of Severus against Osrhoene in 195 


ie 
A.D. , but he included in the encyclopedia which he dedicated 


a i adoux, he Farly Christian -Citude Toward War”, Pe ° 
2 HH. Gelzer, “Sextus Julius Africanus und die byzantinische 
| Chronogpravhie, 7:8, cited hy Cadoux in works referred to 
fo Ah Oy Se »« ; 
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to the emperor a section on military science and tactics, in 
which he dealt freely and in some detail with the methods of 
destroying and subduing the ee ALTA we might add, ina 
most unChristian spirit and manner. it is with some relief, 
then, that we accept what appears to be the just conclusion of 
those authorities who insist that this individual was Christian 
in name and little more--at least, that he was not in any sense 
a representative Christian of his day. 

While we shall deal with Tertullian somewhat more fully 
later in this study, it should be pointed out here that, though 
he was an extreme rigorist and held Christianity and the army 
to be absolutely Frecenetiabie he not only testifies to the 
presence of Christians in the army of his time, but, ina 
rather satisfied manner, actually uses the fact to justify the 
Christians before civil Rats oO oae ae Though Tertullian's basic 
attitude, as we shall see, is perfectly clear, he has been ac 
cused of inconsistency and even of dishonesty in dealing with 
the matter of Christian military service: in one treatise he 
boasts to pagans of the large number of Christians in the army, 
while in another he argues with Christians that there should 
not and could not he a Christian soldier. The explanation is, 
of course, that he was merely making use of a fact, from his 
point of view a most unfortunate one, to defend the Christians 


against the charge of being idle and disloyal dreamers, though 


in his mind that would undoubtedly have been a situation to he 


rT 


VYeterum Mathematicorum. Found in French transtation in Chase 
Guischard, "Memoires critiques et historiques sur plusieurs 
points dtantiauites militaires". 

2 

This argument will later he taken up in some detail. 


—— 
__Apologeticus XXXi1, XXXVa, XLia. 
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preferred to the actual one. Without the argument he advanced 
for the consumption of the naran rulers, we should have plenty 
of evidence as to what the actual situation was. The very fact 
that he gives such space to prove Christianity and military 
service esnoaeh ie. would indicate that there were those, in 
considerable numbers perhaps, who were of different opinion; 
and the fact that he devoted a special treatise to the case of 
the soldier who refused a military crown and was executed for 
his renadat’: would imply that this case was unusual and that 
there were Christians in the army who accepted the military 
crown willingly--at least without Openly expressed objection. 
Further, the apparent condemnation of this soldier's act by 
some of his Christian brothers, as well as by the heathen sol- 
diers, would seem to show that there were at this time a con- 
siderable number of Christian soldiers in the Roman army in 
Africa; and that some, perhaps even a majority, of Christians 
in that part of the empire expressed no conviction that alle- 
giance to Christ excluded the possibility of service under the 
banner of Mars. 

The De i:dololatria and De Corona, as already stated, fur- 
nish us with our first definite evidence for the existence of 
Christian soldiers who had joined the army after their conver- 
sion. =t seems fair to conclude that the discussion of the 
questions “whether a believer may turn to military service, 

3 
and whether the military man may be admitted to the faith" 
—————— oor 

sdololatria XiX: l. 
Pe 
De Corona Militis ie es 
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tdololatria XiX: 1. 
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imply that cases had probably arisen in which hoth of these 
questions had been considered--and probably that they nad heen, 
in some instances, answered in the affirmative. The condemna- 
tion of the act of "transferring one's name from the camp of 
‘light to the camp of, eee carries a fairly clear indi- 
cation of what had already taken place. And his later refer- 
ence to those who had heen converted when already in the army 
9 
as a special class of Christian soldiers would seem to indi- 
cate that some had become soldiers after conversion. Here, 
then, we have pretty clear evidence that there were in the 
Roman army by about 200 A.D. some who had entered military 
service as Christians. While, as we noted earlier in this 
chapter, there is a possihility that this situation mav have 
come into heing some time earlier, we have no clear proof that 
such was the case--and, it nicht he added, authorities seem 
inclined to contend that mos+ normally the Christian soldier, 
up to this time, had become a Christiar’ after he had become a 
soldier. Such being the case, we mirht take these references 
of Tertullian to mark another important step in the rradual 
conversion of Christianity to militarism. 

Having no statistics for the numbers of Christians in 
military service, we are bound throurhout this early period to 
gather our information and @raw our conclusions from various 
statements differing creatly in value for our purpose, and none 


of them intended for such use. Thus, wnile it may he reasonably. 


a | 
De Corona Militis, 41: 2. 


Harnack and Cadoux hoth seem inclined toward this view. 
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hoped that our reneral outline of this development is fairly 
well founded and pretty commonly accepted by authorities, we 
can perhaps never be sure of its various details nor hope ‘to 
eliminate differences of opinion with rerard to them. Judge- 
mnts of the meanine and implications of a particular story or 
inscription, as well as the relative value of different stories 
or statements, will ir 211 probability continue to differ con- 
siderably. 

Without losing sight of these limitations and possible 
errors of judgment, we have concluded that by the time of 
Marcus Aurelius there were probably Christian soldiers, in con- 
siderable numbers, in the imperial armies (at least in varticu- 
lar localities); and that by the time of Tertullian's cited 
works (c. 198-202) some Christian soldiers had almost certainly 
taken up arms after the acceptance of Christianity--thouch most 
of the Christian soldiers of this early veriod of whom we have 
specific record were converted durine or after a period of mili- 
tary service, And as the years pass, we find that, in snvite 
of the continuous and vigorous protest of strict Christians, 
our evidence indicates that Christian soldiers increased, both 
in numbers and in distribution. However, the development of 

Christian military service was not unobstrne ted. | 


Tertullian, for example, in Q11A.D.— indicated that 


Tust to take a few examples we Av mention Basileides of Alex- 
andria (Eusebius, Eccles. Hist. Va: iit, 13), Pudens (Passio 
Sanctae Pernetuae 9, 16, 21, referred to by Cadoux, "The Karly 
Christian Attitude toward War", p. 226-7), and Besas of Alex- 
andria (Eusebius, Eccles. Hist. Vi: xli, 16). Many other 
specific cases might be cited. it was often,.2s in these cases, 
the very nature of the services reauired of the soldiers that 
led to conversion. vs 

a 
De Corona Militis, 14: 4. 
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"many" soldiers left the army unon their conversion. And Ori- 
gen's statement (c. 248 A.D.) that "We (Christians) do not 
serve as soldiers with him (Emperor) even thouch he require us 
to do a indicates, at lenst, that even by the middle of the 
third century opposition was ‘stronely voiced and, nossibly, 
that Origen himself actually knew of no Christians in the army 
in his part of the Empire. 
Probably even at this period voluntary enlistment rather 
than forcible conscription was still the more common metnod 
of recruiting--at least in some parts of iia ‘emer ei This 
fact no doubt served to delay the appearance of open friction 
between the Government and those Christians who had come to so 
virorously opvose the bearine of arms--and sO was perhaps a 
factor in delavine the reneral persecutions, which really began 
in the uO i 
z+ should be noted in this connection that the Christian 
ohjection to bloodshed was not the sole, and possibly not 
their main, objection to military service. Moffatt is vrobahly 
wrong in suggesting that Christian scruples ahout the taint 
of bloodshed appear in ecclesiastical rules for the first time 
after Constantine's removal of the difficulty over idolatry; 
but we do know that opposition to idolatry, and particivation 
in pagan religious customs generally, constituted no small 
part of the early Christian objection to service in the im- 


perial armies. This fact then explains how it was that some, 


probably many, Christians were willines to continue or take up 


ES 
Apainst Celsus, Vai.. 


Eusebius, "Ecclesiastical History", Visa: 1,7. 
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military service when these particular obstacles were removed 
by the wilful or nemlectful failure to enforce these rentire- 
ments in the case of Christians in the army. Many Christian 
soldiers then apparently served in the ranks of the emperor 
with a clear conscience, evidently unaware that the pearing of 
arms was in itself the most basic violation of the principles 
of their faith. it also explains incidentally how it was that 
a revival of the paran relicion and a renewed enforcement of 
its customs in the army resulted in so many cases of violation 
of military discipline on the nart of Christians soldiers, 
which, in turn, called out extensive persecution. 

We have considerable concrete, though fraementary and 
scattered, evidence bearing upon Christian military service 
during the period of the persecutions. Thus we have the testi- 
mony of Cyprian for the fact that two uncles of a certain 
Christian who suffered in the persecution of Decius were sol- 
as Dionysias of Alexandria indicates that there were 
soldiers amone the martyrs in that RE es ta At Alexandria 
a soldier, Besas, rebuked the crowd that was insulting the 
martyrs on their way to execution, durine the persecution, and 


4 


he, upon corfession of his faith, was beheaded. Dionysios is 


responsible also-for the report that a squad of five soldiers 
were arrested at the trial of a Christian, that they elso de- 
4 


clared their faith and were executed. We have also the case 


Cyprian, Epistles: XXX: 33:5. 

Pe cpenive, Ecclesiastical tigstory cpt a ae 
vpia. Vit, 41, 16. 
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of Marinus the military officer who was avprehended just prior 
to a OS ri eng stood by his faith, and suffered the death 
penalty. Later (298) we find the striking instance of the 
centurion Marcellus who deliberately declared himself a Christ- 
ian, opposed to pagan idolatry, and unwilline to render mili- 
tary service any longer;s As the death sentence was pronounced, 
we are told, the Christian clerk of the court violently pro- 
tested arainst the sentence as unjust and was executed soon 
after eee ‘Many other similar incidents are recorded 
to indicate, in a peneral way, the presence of Christians in 
the armies of the empire, as do also the stories of the Christ-_ 
an soldiers who renounced their relircion when challenred. 
These stories also verify our earlier statement that many 
soldiers found adherence to pagan religious customs incompati- 
ble with their religion, when they apparently saw no incom- 
patibility between their faith and the bloodshed and general 
cruelty which fell among their Tukies. No number of such 
stories, however, gives us any seneral idea of the extent 
to which Christians participated in military services--they 
give us no figures or oroportions. For these we must look for 
more general evidence. 

Harnack is responsible for the statement that "the number . 
‘of Christian officers and soldiers ir the army gradually in- 


ereased----- after the reign of Gallienus; so much so that the 


Sri Gita VES ii 18s 
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Ruinart: Acta Martyrum, 344-5, Passio S. Cassiam. 
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military authorities began to connive at Christianity; they 
made allowance for it, and looked on quietly while Christian 
officers made the sien of the cross at the sscrifices. More- 
over they also dispensed silently with their attendance at 
these sacrifices." in 295 A.D. we have the stetenent of the 
proconsul of Africa: "an the sacred retinue of our lords 
Diocletianus and Maximianus, Constantius and Maximus, there 
are Christian soldiers, and they serve as aati We have also 
to consider the reason for the silence of the Synod of zlliberis 
upon the legitimacy of military service. Cadoux aprees with 
Harnack that "The Spanish bishops seem to have realized that 
there was too much to be said on both sides for, them to com- 
mit themselves to heteoun <5 
Thourh pe a time hetween the niddle and the end of the- 

third century there were concessions made for the benefit of 
Christian soldiers, we find, toward the end of this period, 
increasing evidence of trouble between Christians in the arny 
and their superiors which gradually led to the persecution of 
the early fourth century. No doubt the decree of toleration 
eranted under Gallienus was due largely to a recognition of 

the number and strength of the Christian vortion of the army. 
At any rate, when we come to the time of Diocletian we have, 

in the efforts to enforce. repressive orders, evidence of a 
large number of Christians in military ranks. One is tempted 
are ae. 
Mission and Expansion, iz: 54. Quoted by Cadoux, "The Early 
ahaha Attitude to War", p. 238. 


Statement made at martyrdom of Maximilianus in Numidia. Re- 


corded in Ruinart, "Acts of Martyrs", 341. 


— wRarly Christian Attitude Toward War", 238. Militia Christi, 79: 
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to question Harnack's statement that "there cannot have heen 
many Christian soldiers in the army before the reien of Dio- 
Cletian, otherwise special repressive orders would have been 
issued. Ard none such is known to have existed. it was under 
Diocletian that the authorities first hecame alive to the situa- 
Bion." May we not assume just the opposite to have been the 
case? That is, that emperors, herinnineg with Gallienus, re- 
copnized the streneth of the Christian force and deliberately 
made concessions. Diocletian's repressive actions may be ex- 
plained upon the ground that he became convinced that the wel- 
fare of the empire demanded a revival of the state relision, 
which in turn called for adherence of Christian soldiers at 

the expense of their own liberties in relirious matters. At 
any rate, we are fairly safe in assuming that Christians in 

the army increased fairly rapnidly from the time of Gallienus-- 
perhaps because of the derree of relicious toleration enjoyed-- 
and that they were quite numerous by the time of the pnersecu- 
tions which came just after the! turn of the centuries. 

Stories based upon particular incidents in connection with 
the Diocletian persecution are even more numerous than those 
comine from the Decian persecution a half century earlier. 

Just to mention a few of these martyrs we have Julius, Marcianus, 
and Nicander in italy, Dasius, Nereus, and Achilleus in Rome, 
Tarakhos in Cilicia, Ferreolus in Gaul; and the list mirht be 
almost indefinitely expanded. Alongs with the records of martyrs 
we have also to place again the accounts of those who denied 
ee eee 


1 
Mission and Expansion, 11:205f. 
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their faith when questioned hy the authorities. 1¢°igs oT te 
special value to us to review these stories here, however. A- 
few of them serve to confirm our conclusion that the Christ- 
isns were by this time relatively numerous in the armies. 


Such, for example, is the account of the martyrdom of the whole 
Thebaic legion at the hands of Maximianus at nea wanna S The 
report by Eusebius that the Christians of Armenia opposed and 
defeated Maximinus Daza in a contest of arms when he attemnted 
9 
to force them to abandon their faith , sives us grounds for 
believing that, in some sections at least, the Christians had 
become fairly well versed in the military field. 

Our evidence from this noint hecomes far more sufficient 
than it has been for the greater portion of the period with 
which we are in this study concerned. But this brines us prace 
tically to the end of that period. The outbreak of the second 
great, general persecution of the Christians is placed in the 
yeor 303 A.D. Christian soldiers, 28 2117 Christians, suffered 
severely. The persecution was directed first and primarily 
against the Christian soldiers. This was soon followed by the. 
special edict against them under Licinius. But soon the re- 
cognition of the strength of Christianity, the political and 
military value of the Christians to the Empire was to be re- 
cognized. Public toleration and preferential treatment of 
Christianity came to be recornized as paying ventures. The 

Dictionary of Christian Biorraphy, Literature, Sects, and 
Doctrines, 111: 641-44. The date is uncertain, hut between 
285 and 303 A.D. 
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Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, 2% (Bo) 2k 
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expedition of Constantine ‘arainst Maxentius provided the set- 


ting for the placing of the cross at the head of the imperial 
forces. Christianity had become the recosnized "relirion of 
the camp". Such is the history of Christian military service, 
up to this union of the cross and the sword, which was to be 
followed one century later by the law excluding non-Christians 
1 
from the bloody ranks. 
This completes, then, one phase of our attempt to dis- 
cover the development of the Christian attitude toward war, up 
to the alliance of Christianity and war under Constantine. 


Let us now turn to the literary evidence, as found in Christian 


writers of the pericd. 


416 A.D. 
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CHRISTIAN WRiTiNGS 


We come now to consider the literary evidence for the 
evolution of the Christian githtd tude toward war during this 
period between the Sermon on the Mount and the hitehine of 
Constantine's war horse to the sacred Cross of Christ. Our 
task is by no means as simple as it would at first appear. 

We cannot throughout this period trace the development of a 
clearly defined and authoritative Christian stand with regard 
to the bearing arms. As already indicated, we shall be forced 
many times to take account of various and conflicting attitudes, 
which we shall attemnt to rather from scattered and often 
vague expressions of convietion--or oninion. Our aim shat) 

be to determine, as far 2s possible, the predominating or 

most commonly accepted view at any particular time; never 
forgetting, however, the views of dissentérs, whether they he, 
in our opinion, in advance of or larrine hehind the more 
general Christian attitude of the day. 

We beran our study with an attempt to io wieerer the atti- 
tude which Jesus must have held but which, so far as our 
record foes, he never expressed. We were forced to conclude 
that the basic principles which he tausht and hy which he 
lived were consistent and compatible with nothing short of a 
distinctly adverse attitude toward--a condemnation of--the 


killing, wounding, torturing, imprisoning, destruction, deceit, 


the sacrifice of respect for humanity and versonality which 
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war connotes. 


NEW TESTAMENT WRiT2NGS 


For the first few years after the death of Jesus we must 
ro first of all to the New Testament for evidence rerarding 
the Christian attitude toward war. As we have seen, the aues- 
tion of the compatibility of Christianity with military ser- 
vice did not present itself in anv clear-cut way to these 
earliest Christians. And the varueness of the issue involved 
has not only deprived us of any expression of reneral feeling 
on the matter durine much of this period, hut actually con- 
spired with other factors to lead these unsuspecting fathers 
into unfortunate paths and to provide the hasis for serious 
misinterpretations in the near and distant future. That they 
accepted and desired to adhere to the eeneral principles of 
Jesus, as they understood them, and conceived of Christianity 
as essentially a religion of peace we have abundant evidenceée 
But that they did not always fully understand their situation 
and realize the implications of their own acts and statements-- 
that their recorded judements often were not the result of re- 
flection ard analysis--we have perhaps as much or more evidence. 
Tre conditions underiving this state of affairs have, it will 
be reeunied: heen referred to earlier in this naner; and it is 
to be hoped that this study may contribute somethins to that 
fuller understanding, wich is so necessary to a fair inter- 
pretation of the attitude of those Christians who lived so 

This says nothing of the idol and emperor worship and other 
pagan practices which were a regular part of military service 


in the Roman Empire at that time, 27d to which Jesus, as well 
as later Christians, must have been opnoséede 
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near to their Master, and so to a more verfect realization of 
the true Christian attitude toward war in our own day, 

The casual reader of our most familiar sources will come 
upon baffling incorsistencies and apnarent conflicts of opinion 
which one earnestly seeking to understond the early Christian 
attitude cannot ienore, or interpret according to his parti- 
cular prejudice; but which he must, sometimes with considerable 
difficulty, reasonahly explain. Nor do i refer merely to such 
"far-fetched" difficulties as that which is met, for exanple, 
in an attempt to harmonize the account of the birth of the 
Christ, while the Heavenly Host sang "Glory to God in the high- 
est and on earth peace among men in whom he is well pleseeniin 
with the terrible promises recorded in ow apocalyptic dis- 
courses: “When ye hear of wars and rumours of wars, he not 
amazed; this must happen, but the end is not vet. For nation 
shall rise against nation, and kinedom arainst kinedom; there 
shall be earthauakes in divers places; there shall be famines. 

. 2 


These thines are the beginning of the Messianic hbirth-panes." 


More pertinent, real, and difficult is the prohiem of recon- 
3 


ciling the ideal of the "God of Peace" and Paul's specific 


exhortation to "he at peace with all men, as far as lies in 


your power" , with the slorification of Joshua's victory over 
4 
the canaanites as an indication of God's favor. Rather puz- 


eee re eons Sat er cos a ee 
Luke 72:14. 

2 
Luke 21: 8ff.; Mark 13: 7ff.; Matthew 24: 6ff. 
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<iCorinthians 13: 11, Romans 14: 17. 
4 a 

Romans 12:18. 
5 ri 
Attributed to Paul in Acts’ 15: 19 and to Stephen in Acts 7: 45. 
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zling also, to the reader of our day, is tne teaching "Pursue 
peace with all men" by an author who so heartily rejoices in 
9 

the exploits of legendary Hebrew warriors -<which approbation 
Bethune-Baker, for example, has cited in proof of his conten- 
tion that war is permitted and sanctioned to Christians by the 
teaching of early followers and interpreters of icles 

Such a list might be several times multiplied, but the 
result, for our purpose, would be of no greater significance 
or value. What the few examples cited clearly indicate is that 
if we are to understand and correctly interpret the early 
Christian attitude toward war, or anythine else, we must first 
understand the state of their thinkine and attempt to approach 
our subject hy making allowance for the comparatively undevel- 
oped stage of their knowledre and reflection. The moment we 
attempt to do this we recognize, as Cadoux does, that "The 
Christian, and particularly the Jewish Christian, regarded the 
history recorded in the sacred Scriptures as Divinely con- 
trolled, and could look back upon israelitish wars not only 
with complacence, but with a devout admiration, totally un- 
conscious of any problem presented by their horrors.-----What- 
ever was recorded and approved by an Old Testament author was 
not regarded as a fittine subject for Christian criticism. 


There was then no historical sense with which to discern devel- 


, 


opment in man's knowledge of God's Will; and the Christian 
mind thus lacked, not only the inclination, but also the means, 


Hebrews 12: 14. 
a 

Hebrews 11: 30-34; 7: 1; 4: 8f. 
3 

"Te influence of Christianity on War", C“mbridge, 1838, 6,18. 
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of properly comparing the ethic of their own faith with that 
of a long distant foretime." And he adds what is directly to 
the point at this place in our study: "They were saved by 
the soundness of their own moral intuitions from drawing from 
these ancient precedents the erroneous conclusions affecting 
their own conduct which some modern controversialists are so 
earer to draw for them. The warlike habits of their ances- 
tors and their own neaceful principles formed two separate 


realms, both of which they recognized, without attempting, or 


1 
feeling any need to attempt, to harmonize them." We must re- 


cognize, however, that “while the juxtaposition of the dis- 

crepant standards of Scripture and of the Christian life creat- 
- ed no difficulty for the childlike mind of the first genera- 

tions of Christians, yet it was obviously bound sooner’ or 

later to attract attention."" And we shall see that “as soon 

as the Church began to develop her thinking powers and to face 


the tangled and perplexing problems of practical life, the 
Z 
antinomy had to be reckoned with." 


As the references ahove cited mould indicate, the New 


Testament vassares in which we find annarent onvnroval of war 
2 
occur in connection with either historical or apcalyptic ma- 


Cadoux, "The Early Church and the Yorld", p. 117-8. 

2 

Gadoux, "The Early Christian Attitude Toward War", p. 172-5. 
"That the snnction of war in the Old Testament had some in- 
fluence on Christian practice by the time of Tertullian, we 
know; though we cannot sry how soon that influence began to 
make itself felt." This development will be referred to 
again in a later section of this paper. 

3 

For cther apocalyptic references bearing upon our subject, see 
Revelation: 6:1-8; 3:21; 5:5; 6:2; Li16*. 2:12; FFs See. 
2:16; 14:16-20; 16:13-16; 19:11f. 20:7-10. These do not ex- 


haust such passarces, but include a majority of the most 
striking ones. 
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1 
terials. Never, except in a metaphorical way, do we find 


the military life recommended or even explicitly permitted to 
the Christian. Many are the guiding statements which laud 
peace and the peacemaker and which demand rishteous and peace- 
ful relations with one's fellow rw not once, vowever, do we 
find a teaching which can be interpreted to contain a sanction 
for the methods, much less the spirit, of war. 
it is true that the recorded instances which we have of 
the admission of soldiers to the Christian fellowship, without 
z 


~ 


mantion of a resuirement thet they leave the army , would seem 


Tis lenres ont of account, of course, the metanhorical pas- 
sares which, in anite of their clearly ficnurative lanruace, 
hove often heen srasned hy those who wot juatifv war. Some 
of these will he referred to Vater in our study. ; 
2 

Without anv attemnt to make the list exhaustive or to arrange 


it chronologically, we may note 4 few passages in which "peace" 


is referred to, clearly in the sense of the absence of dis- 
turbed relations among men: 
Rlessed are the peacemakers. (Matthew 5:9) 
Be at peace one with another. (Mark 9:50) 
if it be possible, as much as in you lieth, be at perce 
with all men.- (Romans 12:18) 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, kindness, soodness, faithfulness, meekness, 


$$$ A ALLA ALIA, 


self-control; against such there is no law. ( Galatians 


5:22) 

And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace for them 
that make peace. (James 3:18) 

Follow after peace with all men. (Hebrews 12:14) 

Let him seek peace, and pursue it. (= Peter 3:11) 


Be of the same mind; live in peace: and the God of love ard 


peace shall be with you. (11Corinthians 13:27) 
3 
Paul and the paoler at Philippi, see Acts 16: 20-34. 
Peter and Cornelius, see Acts 10: 36-48. 
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to imply that if military service was not specifically sanc- 
tioned, neither was it definitely forhidien. S8ut we cannot he 
certain in any of these cases that the convert did not actually 
sive up his military life--we rest entirely upon the evidence 
of silence. And then, whatever the facts of the case may have 
heen, we should not lose sicht of the observation made ear- 
lier in this naver that these early Christians had perhaps 
not reflected unon the matter sufficiently to nerceive clearly 
the basic issue involved. The very fact that Peter at the 
‘baptism of the soldier, Cornelius, and his varty characterized 

1 
the Christian message as the "Gospel of peace" may surely be 
taken to fotiuete thn? the peaceful nature of Christianity was 
still uppermost in the early Christian mind and that, either 

2 

the convert was expected to desert ine military ranks or, 
what is perhaps more likely, that even Peter himself had not 
come to realize the significance of the compromise which his 
act implied. 

As we concluded in our previous chapter, such cases were 
probably unusual; since it appears most reasonahle to pelieve 
that there were very few Christians in the army in these early 
years. The auestion of the comnatihbility of Christian living 
and military service would not, then, he one of wide or sener- 
al interest; and so ‘ad not heen raised hefore the church at 
such an early date. an such A situation it is easv to see 
how the soldiers, on the -ne hand, mirht fail to see the in- 
compatibility of their new faith with the profession which 


they had so longs helieved honorable; and how the Christian 
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e . 
For this we have no evidence, as already noted above. 
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civilians, on their vart, living renerally far awav from the 
actual fields of battle mirht overlook the ouestion or princi- 
ple at stake, and welcome them into the Christian fellowship 
without specifying that they should abandon their former cal- 
ling. This is not, however, to ignore the fact that the very 
presence of such men in the Church tended unconsciously to 
prejudice Chriatian judement in a certain--we believe wrong-- 
direction, before ever the issue was definitely raised, 

in his Epistle to the Romans, Paul said: 


Let every soul be in subjection to the hirher powers: for 
there is no nower but of God; and the powers that be are 
ordained of God., Therefore he that resisteth the power, 
withstandeth the ordinance of God: and they that withstand 
shall receive to themselves judement. For rulers are not a 
terror to the rood work, hut to the evil. And wouldest thou 
have no fear of the power? do that which is ood, and thou 
shalt have praise from the same: for he is a minister of God 
to thee for rood. But if thou do that which is evil, be 
afraid; for he heareth not the sword in vain: for he is a 
minister of God, an avenger for wrath to him that doeth evil. 
Wherefore ve must needs he in subjection, not only because 
of the wrath, hut also for conscience! sake. For for this 
cause ve vay tribute also; for thev are ministers of God's 
service, attending continually unon this very thing. Ren- 
der to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; 
custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; yonor to whom 
honor. 

1 


Here Paul has set forth more completely than anywhere else his 
theory of civil government, which is distinctly that of Divine 
Right. The civil ruler is clearly, according to Paul, an 
agent of God on earth. To him the Christian owes absolute 
obedience, within his realm of jurisdiction. Even when he 
wields the sword, his act is an expression of the will of God. 
Certainly there is much here with which the modern political 
scientist, as well as the theologian, cannot arree. But 


there are those who. apparently are inclined to read into the 


1 
Romans 13:1ff. 


aol 


. 
> Hi! 


ate woe? vewrn wat vl fovraren ernivi lf eed sfert ne er 
“hr 9 NOt? wer of* sdoofrerea saute afttad hid abet? Cords 


Sierras fettained et? agal med? amhol an ew ,einte ta 


89 “TeR07 ites acbhonde bfocie yet Jars anivttioede Sic 


7 ¢ 


Oa tad tos etd aiomnt of ,18vewor’ Jon: al effT .1 
ylavoloanocons habnesy AriwAD ent mt nem dave Yo sono 
“sveifod ow--nieiieo a mi 2nembut mabseairdd sotbut 
oe ehoatar vietics teh eaaw evnal ot reve e10ted ,moliostl 


; thion fuel ererol pct ot offeiack eit ai 
P setewod yartat¢t ent of molioetdua mt .ad fon yvieve ted 
‘ pd ind? atewoo er? bre iho to sud tawod o- el eter? 
1eweg oct Atetatees tat aif o10%s 1947 yhOD to heatsbito 
erentiv fart yott hee :bod to sonanibico edt Atobaateadt iw 
on ote siefusn 107 .treonbut sevleered? of srianst Frade 
Sfoow boA- five oft oF Sut ,s10OW boot ent oF a67TT982 
honw al fotew tat oh S1awod ert Yo t9es* of erat ~ 
petals et ef YO? :errme orf wot? setasa over Sfade 
) aftve et Satde sat? of wort Ft tu ~ hoon 16% aedt oF 
ot tmtew ot Brown aft ton t+exned ef 0%  :blette 
b- fart mtr of Atevwe 10% y8arerr on , OD %o retetale 
oe¢ eiro for nottoetie ot ef gba Smue ev eo tate! 
"o% 27. atae *eoratorron 149 onfe tut ,Ftave eft 6 
hot So eveteiote eta vers +n* woele efurls? "ver ev eatro 
omnttt wear wt? ene ef faints nas srtheattn .solrien 
eth et atirdiste more of etutist peauh thet? ae o* 6b 
Neate Oo? torer ;4eet eodw of ane? ieotevy morte of BotenD 
.*tonord 
7 f 
‘f ealfo eroerfeyne nace vfeteforos stom At70% tee aor fireT ovelt 


Id. %n fart vitonignit ‘et fotfw .snemnvevo™% five yo yer? 


- 


ea eiwet 62 gnithtcose ,vineele al iese Livts onT ici 
“etwloades eewo noifrited en) mic of irs no bod te rnepe 
ee ners neve snoliolbniang| Yo mi eer ntel mise de cone: bode: 
G0" ftw oft. %o rcluneiqnue oa wt toe ale cbiowe ent abloiw 


aottt toa nrehow ef? Hote stiw evade ote mt arene, Yiniees 
ter ,eoTns sonnan —Aeatnofoert ev? an rier os saline 
~~ A peepee 
ports oftnt bae1.¢? bentfont on Viinetaces OfW: ced! 978) PT 
, ———! oe oe oe - “ oo - Rae, - 

Tae ‘ 


J 


ow 


VaeiG Fes a 
sev Confer. Ga is 


uly 


passage much more than it contains, explicitly or implicitly. 
Paul's main purpose here is clearty to implant the snirit of 
submission to authority in the Christians to whom he addressed 
the Epistle--to discourage the spirit of rebellion. an the 
course of his argument he has broucht forward an idea which 
to the modern thinker is fundamentally incompatible with any 
Bpnosition to warfare: that is the idea that God makes use of 
vwiolence and the sword +o punish wrone-doinge amone mene Paul 
and other early Christians, lackine the modern conception of 
the progressive revelation of the divine nature, could ex- 
plain the Old Testament allusions +o violence and warfare in 
no other WAaye Viewing the sword as a tool of divine punish- 
ment, Paul could easily demand respect of its exercise by 
God's earthly appointees in the administering of the police 

i 
powers of the state, a power ordained by Himself. One thing 
to be noted, however, is that Paul does not recommend the 
participation of Christians in the wielding of the sword; on 
the other hand, he states unconditionally, 2 few lines heyond 
the passage just quoted, "Trou shalt not kill,----=-- love is 
the fulfilment of the eaner Such a position is difficult for 
the modern reader to understand; from our point of view Paul 
was inconsistent in his attitude. The only explanation is 
that which has heen already indicated: Christian thinking in 


Paul's day vad rot reached its nresent stare of develonment; 


Tt will he noted that in thjia nagsgare Pal is justifyine only 
the exercise of the police nowers of the state. By the same 
line of reasoning he might have justified "richteous" wars, 
as the early fathers so frequently did. in this narticular 
passage, however, ‘e did not go that fare sn our studv of 
Jater Christian writers of this early period we shall have 
occasion many times to refer to this same line of reasoning, 
and to show how others built mistakes vpon Paul's statement. 

2 Romans 14: 9-10. “ 
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Pond aid not find availahle the tools with which we work. As 
we pass on +o our studv of other early Christian writers we 
shall many times refer to this same apparent fap in their rea- 
soning. The important fact to be noted, however, here as in the 
later cases, is that the Christian attitude, according to the 
writer, must be one of condemnation of warfare in principle 
and of opposition to and prohibition of the use of the sword 
by the Christian. Whether explicit or implicit in any parti- 
cular passage, this is the fundamental and necessary Christian 
view. 

The question is raised whether the fact that the Christ- 
ians had very little part in and practically no ge idnet Wal ite 
for the rovernment does not account, in large part, for their 
negative attitude. Undoubtedly it probably does. But are we 
justified in modifying the exvressed and implied Christian 
nosition, for that reason? The fact is that they were a lowly 
eroup without these responsibilities; and that, partially be- 
¢ause of that verv situation, they were ahle to accent in un- 
diluted form the principles of conduct expounded and demon- 
strated by the creat Teacher whom many have ever since pro- 
fessed to follow. The fact that at a later period when the 
lowly Christian brotherhood had grown into a powerful Church, 
some of its members for the sake of expediency, larcely ma= 
terialistic expediency of a disreputable sort, diluted, a- 
dulterated, and abandoned some of the most basic of those 
principles, can hardly be considered 4 valid argument asainst 
the merit or reality of the senuine Christian attitude toward 


war and the bearing of arms. To state that this attitude is 
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ideal, enhances rather than lowers its value; and to explain 
the conditions wiieh made it possible for the early Christians 
to assume the attitude which all Christians must accept as 
righteous, in no way detracts from its LE Rpt Today, 
when we are so rapidly finding the Christian ideal to be not 
only the most richteous but also the most practicable, in the 
lone run, we hecome more and more willing to admit these 
truths and less and less inclined to explain away the teachings 
of Jesus which necessarily underlie the Christian attitude 
toward ware 

Rut Jet ug return to complete our survey of the evidences 
of the early Christian attitude toward war, so far as they 
are to be found in the New Testament. While the fact is proba- 
bly of no great value as evidence in our present study, it may 
be noted 3 ee at Christians A adhe ty just before her siege 
by the Romans fled into Peraea. Eusebius tells us that 
their action was the result of “an oracular response eiven hy 
revelation to approved men Cate ore We cannot say further 
what reasoning may have dictated their action. Their failure 
to participate in the war arainst the Romans may nave been 
mainly a manifestation of anti-Jewish sentiment, national or 
relicious. it may, indeed, have heen merely a disinclination 
to be subjected to the dangers of the disturbance. But we 
gan never be sure that ‘the Lord's seneral principles, as well 
ape A.D. The Jews opnosed the Roman siece. 

They settied at Pella. 
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1 
as his specific instruction "Flee unto the mountains" , was 
not one or even the prime factor in determining their conduct 


in this occurrence. 

One can hardly leave the wew Testament materials without 
mentioning the metanhorical use of military terminolory, of 
which aome interpreters seem inclined to make much. The 

) 
ficures used are frequently vivid and powerful ; early Christ- 
jianity, as modern Christianity, found military terminolory vory 
useful and effective in the expression of many ideas. We can- 
not, however, draw from the use of this figurative lanruage 
any imication of an approval of war as an institution or per- 
mission of the military life to the follower of Christ; an 
fact, care was taken that such an interpretation should not he 
placed upon it. een for example, took the pains to noint 
out that he did not refer to human warfare in the ordinary 
sense: "For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war ac- 
cording to the flesh (for the weapons of our warfare are not 
of the flesh, hut mirhty before God to the castinre down of 
ESET PE eastine down imarinations, and every high thing 
that is exalted against the knowledge of God, and brinrine every 
thousht into captivity to the ohedience of Christ; and heing 


ready to avence alt disohedience, when your ohedience shall be 


A 3 
made full." And in Evhesians it is arain clearly stated that: 


Matthew 24: 16, Luke 21: 20-24. 


See, for example, 4 Corinthians 9:7; 22 Corinthians 11:8; 
10: 3ff; 627; 2 Thessalonians 5:8; Romans 13:12; Philipovians 
2:25; Ephesians 6:1eff; ta Timothy 2:34f;. 

3 

it was perhaps Paul who initiated the frequent use of mili- 
tary figures in Christian expression. 

4 F 
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> Corinthians 10:3ff. 
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"Our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, ‘but against 


the principalities, against the powers, against the world- 
rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wicked- 


1 
ness in the heavenly places." 


By way of conclusion then,we may say that the evidence 
furnished us in the New Testament would indicate that the 
early Christians had not as yet arrived at any general. and ex- 
Plicit statement rerarding the ereat rulf of contradiction 


between Christianity and war. The few cases of Christians 


who were-also soldiers apparently had not yet suggested to 


them the hasic incompatibility of the two positions. at 


would he wholly unfair to irnore or deny the various com- 
to 
promises of the Christian nosition which the words and conduct 


of these early Christians, in svite of their unconsciousness 
of the actual situation, committed them. Rut it is even more 
unfair to interpret the implications of these misleading 
"judgments" to indicate a feeling of agreement hetween Christ- 
janity and the force and cruelty of ware-in spite of the fact 
that we have many times repeated basic principles ‘which the 


slightest reflection shows to be utterly inconsistent with 


2 
the acceptance of military attitudes and methods. ‘Recognizing 


those fundamental principles, we can only conclude that our 
New Testament literature is the oréduct of an ace that had not 
clearly thought through the specific applications of the 


teachings which it accented. 
ee 
1 
Ephesians 6: 12. 
2 
Our study at this point micht, of course, be made much more 
extensive. Our analysis of the reneral principles of Christ- 
janitv as recorded in the New Testament really should be made 
in ereater detail. However, since our space is limited it has 


geemed hest to devote less space to these more familiar ma- 
terials and pass on +o those other early writings less reade 
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PATRiSTiC WRITINGS 


We now pass to extra-Biblical Christian writines, some of 
which we shall find to he contemporaneous with or even esrlier 
than the later New Testanent materials. Thourh it is hy no 
means nossihle to he ahsolutely certain as to the date ef some 
of these writines, we shall, as far as possible, consider them 
in chronolocicesl order, 

One of the earliest of these writings preserved to us is 
the First Epistle of Clement of Rome, which belongs to the 
period between 75 and 110 A.D., probably avout 95 A.D. Here 
we find much space devoted to the praise of the many Christian 
virtues: brotherliness, love, forbearance, forgiveness, pa- 
tience, service, mddkness, humility, truth, riehteousness--all 
out of accord with the spirit of war. Especially, it warns 


against jealousy, suspicion, arrogance, anger, conceit, hatred, 
Bern vores of division, cruelty, killing, urbrotherliness, 
worldly ambition--which experience has taught us to be among 
the great motives behind so many wars. Love and peace are the 
key-words of the Epistle. it opens with the greeting "Grace 
to you and peace from Almichty God throuch Jesus Christ be 
multiplied." its main vurpose is to strike out the disnute 

2 


and sedition "so alien and strane +o the elect of God" . at 


reaches its climax in the netition: "Give concord and peace to 


na 


But it is necessarv to be jealous about the things that per- 
tain +o salvation. 45:1. 
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us and to all that dwell on the earth.-----Grant unto our 
rulers and sovernors, 0 Lord, health, peace, concord, stability, 
that they mav administer the nowver which Thou hast given them- 
- waPence and gentleness with codliness----and obtain Thy 
favor." it closes with the prayer: "May the All-seeing God 
and Master of spirits and Lord of al1.flesh, who chose the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and us through Him for a peculiar people, erant 
unto every soul that is called after tris excellent and holy 
Name faith, fear, peace, patience, long-suffering, temperance, 
chastity and soherness----." 

True to its time, however, this Epistle details the un- 
Christian tradition of Rahah and the svies, with its imperfect 
morality; and finds in the scarlet thread she bound in the 
window a type of the Lord's redeeming blood. 

"And moreover they cave her a sien, that she should hang 
out from her house a scarlet thread, thereby showing before- 
hand that throuch the blood of the Tord there shall he re- 
demotion unto 211 them that helieve and hope on God." 

3 
Nor does the author hetray anv djsinclination to see in the 
evils of war an instrument of God when he avotes the Old Tecta- 
ment vromise: "And if ve he willins and will hearken unto Me, 
ye shall eat the good things of the earth; but if ye be not 
willing, neither hearken unto Me, a sword shall devour you, 


for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken these ee is 
evs 4; Gish 
64: if. 
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The author of = Clement furnishes us with one of our most 
striking military metaphors when he figuratively eulogizes the 
Roman armies and their discipline: 


Let us therefore enlist ourselves, brethren, with all 
earnestness in His faultless ordinances. Let us mark the 
soldiers that are enlisted under our rulers, how exactly, 
how readily, how submissively, they execute the orders given 
them. All are not prefects, nor rulers of thousands, nor 
rulers of hundreds, nor rulers of fifties, and so forth; 
hut each man in his own rank executeth the orders given by 
the king and the governors. The creat without the small 
cannot exist, reither the small without the great. There is 
a certain mixture in al? thines, and therein is utility." 

1 


SHEPHERD OF HERMAS. 


Tn the Shepherd of Hermas, which probably helongs to this 
9 


period in early Christian literature , we have little of value 
or direct interest to us here other than a further recognition 
of those principles of Jesus which we have already found to be 
incompatible with the spirit and conduct of war--but the ques- 
tion as to whether or not the author himself did or would have 
realized this incompatibility is left unanswered. Cadoux sees 


in the acceptance of the idea of divine authority of the Em- 
oS : 
peror by this writer , and also in his evidence of the relaxing 
4 
of moral ‘standards , factors which in a later period, immediate 


or remote, were to make it easier for Christians to become re- 


conciled to tne idea of the Christian soldier or Christian 
ee Oe ee ee Ee eee eee ae eo er ee ee ST | 
T 
STP UL . 
2 . 
Tt has been dated variously between 58 and L50CA CD. 
2 
The Early Christian Attitude Toward War. p. 213ff. This 
theory of "divine rirht" is, as we have seen, traced back to 
the writines of Paul. We shall see it developed by later 
writers. 
A ; | 
ie Early Christian Attitude Toward “Mar, 249ff. 
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»military service in general. 
ARISTEIDES . 
Tn the Apology of Aristeides we acain have the Christians 
described as “appealing +o those who wrone them and making 


them friendly to themselves; they are eager to do rood to 


1 
their enemies; they are mild and conciliatory." And ina 


passage which bears even more directly upon our subject, war is 
rather definitely condemned when the author attributes its 
prevalence, especially among the Greeks, to the erroneous views 
of men as to the nature of their gods, whom they pictured as 
waging war: "for if their gods did such things, why should 


they themselves not do them? thus from this nursuit of error 


’ 


it has fallen to men's lot to have continual wars and massacres 
2 
and bitter captivity." He especially discredits Herakles and 


o 
Ares because of their warlike character. 


JUST&N. 

Justin Martyr, in his Second Apology , explains the origin 
of wars, and “all wickedness", and how they came to be ascribed 
to God himself : | 


Rut if this idea take possession of some one, that if we 
acknowledse God as our helper, we should not, as we say, be 
oppressed and persecuted by the wicked; this, too i will 
solve. God, when we had made the whole world, and subjected 
things earthty to man, and arranged the heavenly elements for 
the increase of fruits and rotation of the seasons, and ap- 
pointed this divine law--for these things also He evidently 
made for man--committed the care of men and of all things 
under heaven to angels whom He appointed over them. But the 
angels transgressed this appointment, and were captivated by 
love of women, and begat children who are those that are 
called demons; and besides, they afterwards subdued the’ hu- 

man race to themselves, partly by magical writings, and partly 
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by fears and the punishments they occasioned, and partly hy 
teaching them to offer sacrifices, and incense, and liba- 
tions, of which things they stood in need after they were 
enslaved by lustful passions; and among men they sowed mur- 
ders, wars, adulteries, intemperate deeds, and all wicked- 
nesse Whence also the poets and mythologists, not knowing 
that it was the angels and those demons who had heen begot- 
ten by them that did these things to men, and women, and 
cities, and nations, which they related, ascribed them to 
God himself, and to those who were accounted to be his very 
offspring, and to tre offspring of those who were called 
his brothers, Neptune and Pluto, and to the children again 
of these their offspring. For whatever name each of the 


aneels had given to himself and his children, by that name 
they called them.” 


1 
He apparently finds no difficulty, however, in reviewing, in 
his Dialogue with Trypho the Jew, many stories from 01d Testa- 
ment history which to us seem wholly inconsistent with the 
point of view above expressed. He ouotes the passage from 
Deuteronomy in which the Lord is reported to have said to 
Moses: "Thou shalt not so over this Jordan: the Lord thy 
God who goeth before thy face, He shall cut off the ites 
zn an interesting, but puzzling, passage declaring the blessings 
and the curse of Noah to be prophecies of tWe future, he speci- 


fically states that: 


You, who have derived your lineage from Shem, invaded the 
territory of the sons of Canaan oe the will of God; and you 
possessed it. And it is manifest that the sons of Japheth, 
having invaded you in turn by the judgment of God, have 
taken your land from you, and have possessed it.” 


4 
While purely incidental, in Justin's attemnt to prove his inter- 
pretation of a certain passage in one of the Psalms, the fol- 


lowing statement is of particular significance to us here: 


aa Apology; V. , 
eA 
Deuteronomy 31: 2f. 


a 
Dialogue with Trypho, CEXV: 
4 


Dialogue, CXXXixX. 
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Now we know and admit that what isaiah said took place; 
that the king of Assyria desisted from waging war against 
Jerusalem in Hezekiah's days, and the angel of the Lord slew 
about 185,000 of the host of the Assyrians. 

1 


He recognized no inconsistency in interpreting the outstretched 
hands of Moses over the battlefield as a signification before- 
hand of Christ's cross: 


"Listen, therefore", said 1, "to what follows; for “oses 
first exhibited this seeming curse of Christ's by the signs 
which he made." 

"Of what signs do you speak?" he said. , 

"When the people", replied 1, "waged war with Amalek, and 
the ‘son of Nave (Nun) by name Jesus (Joshua) led the firht, 
Moses himself prayed to God, stretching out both hands, and 
Hur with Aaron supported them during the whole day, so that 
they might not hang down when he got wearied. For if he 
pave up any part of this sign, which was an imitation of 
the cross, the people were beaten, as is recorded in the 
writines of Moses; but if he remained in this form, Amalek 
was proportionally defeated, and he who prevailed prevailed 
by the cross. For it was not because Moses so prayed that 
the veople were stronrer, but becajse, while one who bore 
the name of Jesus was in the forefront of the hattle, he 
himself made the sign of the cross. For who of you knows 
not that the prayer of one who accompanies it with lamenta- 
tion and tears, with the body prostrate, or with bended 
knees, propitiates God most of all? But in such a manner 
neither he nor any other one, while sitting on a stone, 
prayed. Nor even the stone symbolized Christ, as 4 have 
shown." 

2 


He also finds the blood of Christ represented in Rahab's scar- 


let thread: 


The sien of the scarlet thread, which the spies, sent to 
Jerico by Joshua, son of Nave, gave to Rahab the harlot, 
telling her to bind it. to the window through which she let 
them down to escapé from their enemies, also manifested the 
symbol of the blood of Christ, by which those who were at 
one time harlots and unrighteous persons out of all nations 
are saved, receiving remission of sins, and continuing no 

a ar a 
1 
Dialogue, CXXXii1. See also the following section: in which the 
cross is prefigured in the horns with which JOseph would push 
the nations. 
2 ; 
Dialogue, XC. 
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an a long passage in which he explains in detail why he be- 
lieves Christ to have been prefigured in Joshua, Justin says; 


in part: 


Jesus (Joshua), as i have now frequently remarked, who was 
called Oshea, when he was sent to spy out the land of Canaan, 
was named by Moses Jesus. Why he did this you neither ask, 
nor are at a loss about it, nor make strict inquiries. 
Therefore Christ has escapéd your notice; and though you read 
you understand not; and even now, thourh you hear that Jesus 
is our Christ, you consider not that the name was bestowed 
on Him not purposelessly nor by chance. But you make a 
theological discussion as to why one ‘'a' was added to Abra- 
ham's first name; and as to why one 'p' was added to Sarah's 
name, you use similar high-sounding disputations. But why 
do you not similarly investigate the reason why the name of 
Oshea the son of wave which his father gave him, was changed 
to Jesus? But since not only was his name altered, but he 
was also appointed successor to Moses, being the only one of 
his contemnoraries who came out from Egypt, he led the sur- 
viving peopte into the Holy Land; and as he, not Moses, led 
the people into the Holy Land, and as he distributed it by 
AE to those who entered alone with him, so also Jesus the 
‘hrist will turn arain the dispersion of the people, and will 
distribute the rood land to each one, though not in tye same 
manner. For the former cave them a temporary inheritance, 
seeing he was neither Christ who is God, nor the Son of God; 
but the latter, after the holy resurrection, shall give us 
the eternal possession. The former, after *e had been named 
Jesus and after he had received strength from His Spirit 
caused the sun to stand still. For i have proved that it 
was yesus who appeared to and conversed with Moses, and 
Abraham, and all the other patriarchs without exception, 
ministering to the will of the F¢ther; who also, 4 say, 
came to be born man by the Virgin Mary, and lives for ever. 
For the latter is we after whom and by whom the Father will 
renew both the heaven and the earth; this is He who shall 
shine an eternal light in Jerusalem; this is he who is the 
king of S*lem after the order of Welchizedek, and the eternal 
Priest of the Most High. 

2 


Simitarly: 


And that it was declared by symbol, even in the time 2 
Moses, that there would be two advents of this Christ, as 4 
have mentioned previously, from the symbol of the goats pre- 
sented for sacrifice during the fast. And again, by what 
Moses and Joshua did, the same thing was symbolically an- — 
nounced and told beforehand. For the one of them, stretching 
out his hands, remained +111 evening on the hill, his hands 
being supported; and this reveals a type of no other thing 
than of the cross: and the other, whose name was altered to 
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Jesus, led the fight, and israel conquered. Now this took 
Place in the case of both those holy men and prophets of 
God, that you may perceive how one of them could not bear 
up both the mysteries: I mean, the type of the cross and the 
type of the name. For this is, was, and shall be the streng- 
th of Him alone, whose name every power dreads, being very 
much tormented because they shall be destroyed by Him. 

1 


in various other passages Tustin finds Christ and the cross 
symbolized in events connected with ‘Old Testament warfare. He 
apparently feels no difficulty whatever in an interpretation 


which practically amounts to finding a "fore-announcement” of 


. 2 
the peaceful nature of Christianity in war-full tradition --of 


Christ in heroes whose fame rested upon their military glories. 

Returning, however, to Justin's fundamental conception of 
the peacefulness and high ethical and social qualities of 
Christianity, arising from its spirituality, we find him in- 
forming the Emperor that: 


More than all other men are we your helpers and allies in 
promoting peace, seeing that we hold this view, that it is 
alike impossible for the wicked, the covetous, the conspira- 
tor, and for the virtuous, to escape the notice of God, and 
that esch man foes to everlasting punishment or salvation 
according to the value of his actions. For if all men knew 
this, no one would choose wickedness even for a little, 
knowing that he goes to the everlasting punishment of fire; 
but would by all means restrain himself and adorn himself 
with virtue, that he night obtain the good gifts of God, and 
escape the punishments.----But you seem to fear lest all men 
become righteous, and you no longer have any to punish. 

Such would be the concern of public executioners, but not of 
food princese 
3 


And he, like other Christian writers of about this same period, 


finds in peace-loving Christianity the fulfilment of isaiah's 
4 
prophecy of the coming of a people who would not make war: 


1 
Dialogue, CXi. 


See, in particular, section CXxxXz of the Dialogue. 
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And when the Spirit of prophecy sneaks as predicting things 
that are to come to pass, He speaks in this way: "For out of 
Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. And we shall judge among the nations, and shall 
rebuke many people; and they shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks: nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shal! they 
learn war any more." And that it did so come to pass, we 
can convince you. For from Jerusalem there went out into 
the world, men, twelve in number, and these illiterate, of 
no ability in speaking: but by the power of God they pro- 
claimed to every race of men that they were sent by Christ to 
teach to all the word of God; and we who formerly used to 
murder one another do not only now refrain from making war 
upon our enemies, but also, that we may not lie nor deceive 
our examiners, willingly die conféssing Christ. For that 
saying, "The tongue has sworn, but the mind is unsworn", 
might be imitated by us in this matter. Rut if the soldiers 
enrolled by you, and who have taken the military oath, pre- 
fer their alleriance to their own life, and parents, and 
country, and all kindred, though you can offer them nothing 
incorruptible, it were verily ridiculous if we, who earnesty 
long for incorruption, should not endure all things, in order 
to obtain what we desire from vis who is able to grant it. 

1 


in his Dialogue with Trypho he maintains that, contrary to 


Jewish conviction, this prophecy and others are already being 


fulfilled; and then explains that the rest of the prophecy will 


be fulfilled at the Second Coming: 


ar TT EE 


1 


But that the Gentiles would repent of the evil in which 
they led erring lives, when they heard the doctrine preached 
by His apostles from Jerusalem, and which they learned 
through them, suffer me to show you by quoting a short state- 
ment from tlie prophecy of Micah, one of the twelve. This is 
as follows: “And in the last days the mountain of the Tord 
shall be manifest, established on the top of the mountzins; 
it shall be exalted above the hills, and people shall flow 
unto it. And many nations shall go, and say, Come, let us 
go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the 
God of Jacob; and they shall enlighten us in His way, and we 
shall walk in His paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the 
law, and the word of the -ord from rerusaliem,. And we shall 
Judge among many peoples, and shall rebuke strong nations 
afar off; and they shall beat their swords into plough- 
shares, and their spears into gickles: nation shall not lift 

.up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more. And each man shall sit under his vine and under: his 
fig tree; and there shall be none to terrify: for the mouth 
of the Lord of hosts hath spoken it. For all people will 


a a A AS I I I LL CEI 


G Apology, 39. The rather unusual use of the military meta- 


phor here should be noted and contrasted with the analogical 
use made most commonly by Christian writerse 
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walk in the name of their gods; but we will walk in the name 
of the tord our God for ever. And it shall come to pass in 
that day, that = will assemble her that is afflicted, and 
eather her that is driven out, ard whom 7 had plarued; and 4 
shall make her that is afflicted a remnant, ard “er that is 
oppressed 2 strone nation. And the Tord shall reiren over 
them in Mount 7ion from henceforth, and even for ever." 

Ana when 7 had finished these words, I continued: "Now 4 
am aware that your teachers, sirs, admit the whole of the 
words of this passase to refer to Christ; and 7 am likewise 
aware that they maintain we has not yet cone; or if they say 
that He has come, they assert that it is not known who He is; 
hut when He shall become manifest and glorious, then it shall 
be known who We is. And then, they say, the events mentioned 
in this passage shall happen, just as if there was no fruit 
as yet from the words of the prophecy. QO unreasoning mens 
understainding not what has heen proved by 211 these pas- 
sages, that two advents of Christ have heen announced: the 
one, in which He is set forth as suffering, inelorious, dis- 
honoured, 2nd crucified; but the other, in which He shall 
come from heaven with clory, when the man of anostasy, who 
aneaks strance thines arainst the Most wieh, shall venture 
to do unlawful deeds on the earth acainst us the Christians, 
who, havine learned the true worship of God from the law, and 
the word which went forth from Jerusalem by means of the 
apostles of Jesus, have fled for safety to te God of Jacoh 
and God of israel; and ve who were filled with war, and mu- 
tual slauchter, and every wickedness, have each throurh the 
whole earth chanced our warlike weapons,--cur swords into 
ploughshares, and our spears into implements of tillare,-- 
and we cultivate piety, risnteousness, philanthropy, faith, 
and hope, which we have from the F ther Himself through Him 
who was crucified; and sitting each under his vine, 1.@ey 
each man possessing. his one married wife. For wou are aware 
that the prophetic word says, "And his wife shall be like a 
fruitful vine." “ow it is evident that no one can terrify 
or suhdue us who have helieved in Jesus over all the world. 
For it is plain that, thouch heheaded, and crucified, and 
thrown to wild heast, and chains, and fire, and all other 
kinds of torture, we do not sive wp our confession; hut the 
more such things happen, the more do others and in larger 
numbers beceme faithful, and worshippers 0% God throuch the 
name of Jesus. For just as if one should cut away the fruit- 
bearing parts of a vine, it fsrows up arain, and yields other 
branches flourishing and fruitful; even so the same thing 
happens with us. For the vine planted by God and Christ the 
Saviour is «ris people. Rut the rest of the prophecy shall 
he fulfilled at Wis second coming. For the expression, 


"He that is afflicted (and driven suty*, is Coy from the 
world, (immlies) that, so far as you and all other men have 
it in your power , each Christian ‘as heen driven out not 
oniy from his own property, but even from the whole world; 
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for you permit no Christian to live. But you say that the 
same fate has hefallen your owmm ration. Now, if you have 
been 88st out after defeat in battle, you have suffered such 
treatment justly indeed, as 211 the Scriptures bear wit- 
ness, but we, thourh we have done no such evil acts after 
we knew the truth of God, are testified to hy God that, to- 
wether with the most righteous, and only spotless and sin- 
less Christ, we are taken away out of the earth, For 
ssaiah cries, "Behold how the riehteous nerishes, and no man 
lays it to heart; and rirhteous men are taken away, and no 
man considers it." 

1 


an this same passage, it will be noted, we find Justin in 


. 


agreement with the seneral Christian judement of the tine con- 
cerning the Jewish war and the destruction of Jerusalem, The 


Jewish defeat was a penalty imnosed hy God for the wronedoing of 
2 
the nation --war in this instance is admittedly an instrument of 


o 
Aivine vnunishment. 


Aside from 217 historical allusions or ary discussion 
,of the fulfilment of prophecy, Justin in another place points 


out the general fruits of Christ's teaching as follows: 


And thus do we also, since ovr persuasion by the Word, 
stand aloof from them (i.e., the demons), and follow the 
only unbegotten God throuch wis Son--we who formerly de- 
Lishted in fornication, but now embrace chastity alone; we 
who formerly used magical arts, dedicate ourselves to the 
food and unhberotten God; we who valued above all thines the 
acquisition of wealth and possessions, now bring what we 
have into a common stock, and communicate to every one in 
need; ve who hated and destroyed one another, and on- account 
of their different manners would not live with men of a dif- 
ferent tribe, now, since the coming of Christ, live familiar 
ly with them, and pray for our enemies, and endeavour to 
persuade those who hate us unjustly to live comformahly to 
the good precepts of Christ, to the end that they may become 
partakers with us of the same joyful hope of a reward from 
God the ruler of all. But lest we should seem to be reason- 
ing sophistically, we consider it rirht, before givine you 
the promised explanation, to cite a few precepts given hy 
Christ Himself. : 

4 


Dialoeue, CiX-CX. Seriptural references are cited more speci- 
fically in i Apolory, XLVii and Dialorue, CXXXi™. 


The wrong doins, for Justin, was cle-arly, the Jews! treatment 
of Jesus and the Christians. We have already seen, and shall 
again, that for some Christian writers, the immediate wrong 

doing for which this punishment was inflicted was the Jews' 
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After a review of Justin's references, both direct and 
indirect, to war and military procedure, we may well ask "what 
was his attitude toward war?" tere we meet with very different 
views. Cadoux is certain that: 


Justinus said all that was necessary in order to contro- 
vert the suspicion in auestion, and also, i would add, ouite 
enouch to show where he stood on the subject of military 
service: he would needlessly have vrejudiced the Ermeror 
apainst his main vlea, viz. for toleration, had he rone out 
of his way to say that, if ever the attempt were made to 
compel Christians to serve in the lesions, they would re- 
fuse to obey the Emperor's order. it is worth wile ie) 
notice, though Justinus does not mention the point in con- 
nection with war, that he regarded the Christians as making 
a positive contribution to the maintenance of peace by their 
very Christianity, and he commends them to the Emperor's 
favour on this ground. 

1 


Cadoux's idea is, then, that Tustin was ouite clear and definite 
in his: noint of view, hut that he was ore or less Of an op= 
portunist in the exnression of his attitude. if such was the 
case, how unfortunate it is then that we have no statement pre- 
pared by him for purely Christian consumption. 

Bethune-Baker expresses 2 view very different from that of 


Cadoux. He says, in part: 


He expresses no definite view on the subject of war.-----=- 
What he says--really only amounts to 2 reneral renudiation 
of warlike aims or methods on hehalf of Christians. Had he 
Faking up erms--in wich, of course, 
join them. 

3 

We have already noted Justin's declaration that the Sons of 
Shem and the Sons of Javheth had in turn made war, “by the will 
of God". Dialosue, CXXXixX, already quoted. 

J“stin's interpretation of Noah's blessing, 2s it foretells 
the Christian future is interesting. The victory of Christian 
ity is found to be foretold in an earlier violent conquest of 
arms.This is verhaps the piace to note that Justin 21so0 quotes 
Old Testament passages referring to a violent victory of the 
Messiah. The very act of quotins these warlike passages in 

- connection with his discussion of the victory of God through 
Christ and peaceful Christianity would seem to us to involve an 
incénsistency in his thinkines unless he clearly indicated, as 

he doesn't, that the lanzuasée was fieurative. Some of these 
passares are found in Dialorue: 26, Shy) mes ee 

y 4 & Apology XsV: 3f. 

4 «The Early Christian Attitude Toward War, Pp. 103. (conte) . 
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rerarded war as actually incompatible with Christian senti- 
ment he would probably have taken this opnvortunity of @is- 
posing ahsolutely of the suspicion to which the Christians 
were exposed by their Master's use of eorthly metaphors to 
shadow forth eternal spiritual relations. 

1 


if we continued such a list of quotations, we should probably 
find just rhout as many shades of opinion as we should find 
writers dealing with the subject. Perhaps the two quoted stand 
just shout as nearly at opnosite poles as it would he possible 
“to find any two students of the subject standine. in drawing 
our own conclusions it would seem that three ways are open to 
us: we must explain the apparent exceptions cs the reneral ate 
titude which seems to predominate in Justin's writines, arree 
with Cadoux that he is opportunistic in the presentation of the 
position which he believed to he that of the Christianity of 
his day, or decide that Justin, like so many of the early 
writers was inconsistent in his point of view. Certainly in 
his: declaration of the principles of the Christian life, as set 
forth by Christ, and their fveite, ba found in Christian con- 
duct, there is no room for force or violence. War is mentioned 
and declared to be alien to the actual practice of onyviskians 
ity--though, as Professor Bethune-Baker points out, he does not 
explicitly declare it to be prohibited. For some reason, he 
does not specifically state that the Christian cannot render 
military service. This omission micht have been due to his 


conception of military service 28 involvine law enforcement 


The "suspieion" to whic! adoux refers in this paravrapn is 


that there was hope for a temporal, worldly kinedon of Christ-— 
ianity, to be ushered in perhaps by the aid of violence. 


The influence of Christianity on War, 2@l. 
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1 
and police duties --hut it may also have been the trick of a 


‘ 
@lever anolorist. Perhaps it was hoth. At any rate, if. we 
have in Justin no more than the "eeneral renudiation of warlike 
aims or methods on bdehalf of Christians" admitted by Rethune- 
Baker, explicitly stated, we have a clear expression of what 

we are here seeking: Justin's attitude toward war. His many 
favorable references to Old Testament wars, his conception of 
Christianity as fulfilling or to fulfill violent nvrophecies, 
his recognition of various warlike incidents recorded in 
Scripture as representing or prefirurine in various ways Christ, 
his blood, the victory of the cross, etc. often seem to us to 
represent inconsistencies in his attitude, Rut if we stop to 
consider the view of Scripture held in his day--along with his 
apologetic purpose--, we will not conceive of this as any basic 
violation of his fundamental attitude of the relation of the 
Chriatian and warfare in general. The fact that war had been 
an instrument of punishment wielded by God cannot he allowed to 
interfere with Christ's teachines which have yielded such great 
benefits in Christian conduct. Rut RE how to iron out the 
inconsistency between his references to defeat in war as a 
penalty imposed hy God and his statement that warfare is to he 
referred to demons and only by mistake was ascrihed to God 


wo ee a all ane ct ae ae ts SE she A 


Which, in spite of some apparently conflicting evidence, he 
regarded favorahly as shown, among other passares, in i: 
Apology, 9: "Rut since lawrivers are not unjust, neither is 
their Father, who teaches them hy the Word to do the same as 
Himself, those who agree with them are not unjust." 

And in = passarce (which seems almost contradictory to his basic 


principles), in which he asks state or sovernmental coercion 
of pseudo, or imperfect, Christians (I Apolory 16:14) : "And 
as to those who are not livin~ pursuant to these His teachings 


and are Christians only in name, we demand that al euch he 
punished by you." 
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the present writer has not discovered. 


TAT AN 


Perhaps it is ~ore fortunate than unfortunate that we do 


‘ 1 
not have a more extensive statement of Tatian'ts general atti- 


tude toward war. Had we more of his erypression in writine we 
micht find more difficulty in interpreting his view. At any 


rate, the record which we do have left by him gives us the im- 


pression of being the expression of a more consistent and de- 


cided point of view. vis.statements are few but emohatic and 


clear: 


For what is divination? and why are ye deceived by it? it 
is a minister to thee of worldly lusts. You wish to make 
war, and you take Apollo 9s a counsellor of slaurhter. You 
want to carry off a maiden By force, and vou select a divin- 
ity to be your accomplice. You are ill by your own fault; 
and, as Agamennon wished for ten councillors, so you wish to 
have gods with you.---it would surely be a fine tine for 
you to become a divining rod, or *o assume the wines of a 
bird! He who makes you fond of money also foretells your 
gettine rich; he who excites to seditions and wars also pre- 
dicts victory in war. if you are superior to the passions, 
you will despise all worldly things. Do not abhor us who 
have made this attainment, but, repudiating the demons, fol- 
low the one God. "All thines were made by Him, and without 
Him not one thine was made." if there is poison in natural 
productions, this has supervened tyrourh our sinfulness. 4 
am able +o show the perfect truth of these things; only do 


you hearken, and he who believes will understand. 
2 


Tatian here. apparently means to identify war as a form, verhnans 
the most heinous form, of murder; and to attribute it, as other 


evils, to ignorance and false faith which allow the aspirations 
+--+ -- Cd te TE Pe 
Address to the Greeks. We can point out an interesting con- 
trast between Tatian's effort here to combat Pagan religion 
and vhilosophy and Justin's opposition of Christian inter- 
pretation to the Jewish interpretation of Scripture in his 
Dialorue with Trypho. 


= 
Address to the Greeks, 19. 
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of demons and the evil passions of men to come into full and 
self-satisfied plage an declaring that the sin of men is due 


not to fate, but to free-will he exclaims: 


How, then, shall i admit this nativity according to Fate, 
when < see such manarers of Fate® TF do not wish to he a 
king; = am not anxious to be rich; i decline military com- 
mand; xs detest fornication; 3 am not impelled by an insati- 
able love of gain to so to sea; 7 do not contend for chaplets, 
z am free from a mad thirst for fame; 7 desnise death; 4 am’? 
superior to every kind of disease; grief does not consume 
my s0ul.------We were not vreated to die, hut we die by our 
own fault. Our free-will has destroyed us; we who were free 
have become slaves; we have heen sold through sin, Nothing 


evil has been created hy God; we ourselves have manifested 
wickedness; but we, who have manifested it, are »hle arrin 
to reject it. 


: 2 
Here we have clearly indicated the catérory into which he 


Blaces the makine of war; and our own responsihility for war, 
along with other violations of the svririt of Christianity, is 
firmly asserted. 

MARCIONISM. 

Our study has note hrousht us to about the middle of the 
second Christian century. We must now consider for a moment 
one of the heretical movements which is quite sisnificant in 
the development of the early Christian attitude toward war. So 
far, we have found practically a11 of our Christian authors re- 
peating ethical and social principles which would, it lorically 
interpreted and faithfully applied to the whole realm of human 
affairs, eliminate 211 possibility of war. The Christian who 
fully lived up to the letter and snirit of the teachings sener- 


Ally accepted in the Christian literature of the neriod could 


Address to the Greeks, 11. 
2 

And the place within that caterory--for he "does not wish" 

a kinedom, “is not anxious" for riches, hut “declines” mnili- 
tary command. 
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‘mot justify military service--he could not conscientiously hear 
arms even for purposes of.self-defense. Yet we have found 


many of these early writers relating with pride and accepting 
the 


without question immorality, cruelty, and narrowness accom- 
panyine nie aA Vtary exvloits of Old Testament tradition, on 
‘the very pares with their enthusiastic advocacy of the peace- 
ful, altrvistic principles of Jesus. As we wave noted, they 
apparently saw no difficulty in attributing to God and Biblical 
heroes sentiments and conduct which were considered wholly 
foreien to Christian men, We eone uae earlier in our study 
that this inconsistency arose from the fact that these early 
Christians had not, as yet, come to face sounrely the question 
as to whether or not war was comatible with Christianity-- 
military service, with the Christian life. The opposition of 
standards for some renerations, then, did not come to he a 
recormnized issue; but, as micht be exvected, with years of re- 
flection and the development of Christian thought, it forced 
“dtself before the attention of thinkine elements and had to he 
dealt with. And just as much +o he exnected was the resulting 
conflict of opinion with regerd to the matter. When we come to 
our study of Tertullian, we sha?l see that by his time the re- 
copnition of this issue was makine itself felt in "Christian" 
practice 7s well. as teachine: one srouv, realizine the issue 
involved, has decided, wpon the basis of their interpretation 
of Jesus, that the Christian could not bear arms; while another 
eroup, because of a similar realization of the issue, found it 
necessary to formulate a justification for Christian partici- 
pation in military service, and for this purpose held to the 


validity of the Old Testament sanction of war. Thouch we have 
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evidence for sucha state of affairs in the writings of Ter- 
tullian we cannot be certain as to when such a development be- 
pane an the Marcion heresy 2nd schism, however, we do have a 


Clue of value. 


The Warcion school, it will be recalled, earned the de- 
nunciation of orthodox Christians tyrouch their theory of 
double divinity. ‘hile we cannot for a moment accent their 
dualistic theolory, we must respect their morak and ethical 
standards ; and,when we consider the state of Christian think- 
ing in their day, we are, perhaps with some justice, tempted to 
excuse their theolory upon the basis of their ethics which it 
supported and to which it was, ina sense, sacrificed... A con= 
sideration of all the facts and merits of this early controver- 
sy is far outside our field, 2s far as the present study foes; 
hut we are certainly wholly within our richt limits in stating 
that, so far as the development of the early Christaan attitude 
toward war is concerned, the Marcion point of view represents 
an advance Christian logic and general clarity of thinking. 
Briefly, Marcion's theory, so far as it bears upon our subject, 
was that the Supreme Beinrs was never the author of war, which 
must be otherwise accounted for. Divinely ordained wars--48s 
well as all divine judenents, pexial tee; etc.e--issue, not from 
the sood God, the Father of our Lord, hut from the just God of 
the Jews, an inferior or secondary Deity. The nhase of the 
Marcion controversy that interests ins was; of course, largely 
the Scriptural hattle waged hetween the Marcionites, attemoting 


to support and prove the theory, and their orthodox onnonents 


eee ee ee 


These seem generally. rerarded as having heen more severe 
than these of orthodox Christianity t the time. 
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Who would disprove any such dualistic theolory, The coniitions 
underlying and explaining the controversy are those which we 


have so frequently referred to, and which Harnack further sets 
hefore us in the following ouotation: 


Marcion's erasp of the Christian idea of God was without 
. doubt essentially accurate. But the thourht of a develop- 

ment of the Jewish conception of God into the Christian WAS 
as remote from him as from his opponents; so that he had to 
hreak with the historical antecedents of Christianity, and 
his Catholic opnonents had to adulterate the Christian idea 
of God with what was out-of-date. Both fell into error, for 
there was no other way out. it will however always remain 
a credit to the Marcionite Church, which long maintained 
itself, that it rreferred to reject the O14 Testament, than 
to tarnish the picture of the Pather of Jesus Christ hy the 

intermixture of traces of a warlike God. 

nae | 


Cadoux points to the only way out of the controversy, but this 
was, as we know, not open to these early theologians: 


Neither Markion nor his opponents had the modern key, vize 
the theory of the progressive revelation of the Divine char- 
acter to men; and the orthodox, in meeting is arguments, 
were driven to seek for warlike features in the God of the 
New Testament, and therehy eravely imperilled one of the 
most essential features of the Christian rospel. 


ay) 


Marcion then raised for early Christianity an issue which very 
much needed to be raised. Thouch he, hv no means, presented a 
satisfactory solution to the question of the compatihility of 
warfare and Christian living, his contribution to the develop- 
ment of Christian thourht certainly deserves recornition. 
With the limited and primitive tools available, it is not sur- 
prising that the results of his work were rough and, fortunate- 
ee aedbetury The recornition of the discrepancy of standards 
between the Old and New Testaments and the practics! issues 
which he raised were destined to far outlive the controversy 
over his theology. 

Tn ne 


1. 
Harnack, "Militia Christi: die Christliche Religion und der 


Soldatenstand in den ersten drei Jahrhunderten", p. 26. 
mS Me Barly Christian Attitude Toward War, p. 173. 
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ATHENAGORAS . 


1 
We may begin ovr study of Athenaporas hy referring to 


that passage in his work on "The Resurrection" in which he 


2 


mames the ordinary practices of war as examples of the worst 


sins of which man could be guilty--sins so terrible that they 


could never be adequately punished in the mortal life:. 


‘ ‘ 

But if the Maker of men takes any concern ahout His own 
works, and the distinction is anywhere to he found hetween 
those who have lived well and ill, it must he either in the 
present life, while men are still living who have conducted 
themselves virtuously or viciously, or after death, when 
men pre ina state of senaration and dissolution. Rut ace- 
cording to neither of these supnositions can we Pind a invest 
judgement taking place; for neither do the rood in the present 
life obtain the rewards of virtue, nor yet do the had re- 
ceive the wages of vice. i pass over the fac*, that so long 
ns the nature we at present possess is preserved, the morel 
nature is not able to hear’ a punishment commensurate with 
the more numerous or more seriovs faults. For the robher, 
or ruler, or tyrant, who has unjustly put to death myriads 
on myriads, could not by one death make restitution for these 
deeds; and the man who holds no true opinion concerning God, 
but lives in all ovtrare and blasphemy, despises Aivine 
things, breaks the laws, commits outrage against boys, and 
women alike, razes cities unjustly, hurns houses with their 
inhabitants, and devastates a country, and at the same time 
destroys inhabitants of cities and peoples, and even an 
entire nation--how in 2 mortal body could he endure a penalty 
adequate to these crimes, since death prevents the deserved — 
punishment, and the mortal nature does not suffice for any 
single one of his deeds? 4t is proved, therefore, that 
neither in the present life is there a judgment according to 
men's deserts, nor after deathe 

3 


<n his introductory plea for less injustice toward the Christ- 


ians, Athenacoras sets forth many of the prind ples of the 
> . 


- 


Christian life which we have noted mary times before: 
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"Tre Resurrection of the Dead" and "A Plea for the Christians". 


This statement would, of course, have to he modified under the 
restrictions of modern International Taw. 


The Resurrection of the Dead: XiX. Note the Limitation in- 
dicated by the word "unjustly" throughout these pass7rese 
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Wames are not deservirne of hatred: it is the unjust act 
that ealis for nenalty and nunishment. And accordinrly, with 
admiration of your mildness and rentlemess, and your pneaceful 
and benevolent disposition towards every man, individuals: 
live in the possession of equal richts; and the cities, ac- 
cording to their rank, share in equal honour; and the wole 
empire, under your intelligent sway, enjovs profound peace. 1 
But for us who sre called Christians you have not in like 
manner cared; but although we commit no wrong--nay, *®8s will 
appear in the sequel of this discourse, are of all men most 
piously and righteously disposed towards the Deity and 
towards your rovernment--you allow us +o be harassed, plund- 
ered, and persecuted, the multitude making war upon us for 
our name alone. We vanture, therefore, to lay a statement 
of our case hefore yous-and you will learn from this dis- 
course that we suffer unjustly, and contrary to all law and 
reascen--and we beseech you to bestow some consideration upon 
vs also, that we may cease at length to be slaughtered at 
the instigation of false accusers. For the fine imnosed by 
our persecutors does not aim merely af ovr property, not 
their insults at ovr reputation, nor the damage they do us 
at any other of our greater interests. These we hold in 
contempt, though to the generality they appear matters of 
great impprtance; for we have learned, not only not to re- 
turn blow for blow, nor to go to law with those who plunder 
and rob us, but to those who smite us on one side of the 
face to offer the other side also, and to those who take 
away our coat to sive Likewise ovr cloak. But, when we have 
surrendered our property, trey plot against our very hodies 
and souls, pouring upon us wolesale charges of crimes of 
which we are seviltless even in thourht, hut which belong to 
these idle praters themselves, and to the whole tribe of 
those who are like them. 

2 


He further elaborates upon “hristian princinles of conduct in a 
later passage: 


if i po minutely into the particulars of our doctrine, let 
it not surprise you. i+ is that you may not he carried away 
by the popular and irrational opinion, but may have the truth 
clearly before you. For presenting te opinions themselves 
to which we adhere, as being not human, but uttered and 
taught by God, we shall be able 40 persuade you not to think 
of us as athiests. What, then, are those teachings in which 
we are brought up? "i say unto you, Tove your enemies; bless 
them that curse you; pray for them that persecute you; that 
ye may be the sons of your Pather who is in heaven, who 
causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and senés 
rain on the just and the unjust." Allow me here to lift up 


Athenagoras' appreciatian of peace, as here expressed, should 
be kept in mind as we attempt to appraise his attitude toward 
; ' 

ware 
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my voice boldly in loud and audible outcry, pleading as i do 


‘before philosophic pririces. For who of those that reduce 


syllogisms, and clear up ambiguities, and explain etymolo- 
gies, or of those who teach homonyms and synonyms, and pre- 
dicaments and axioms, and what is the subject and what the 
predicate, and who pronise their disciples by these and such 
like instructions to make them happy: who of them have so 
purged their souls as, instead of hating their enemies to 
love; and, instead of speaking ill of those who have reviled 
them (to abstain from which is of itself an evidence of no 
mean forbearance), to bless them; and to pray for those who 
plot against their lives? On the contrary, they never cease 
with evil intent to search out skilfully the secrets of their 
art, and are ever bent on workine some ill, makine the art 
of words and not the exhibition of deeds their business and 
profession. Rut among us you will find uneducated persons, 
and artisans, and old women, who, if they are unable in 
words +o prove the henefit of our doctrine, vet by their 
deeds exnihbit the herefit arising from their persuasion of 
its truth: they dovnot rehearse speeches, but exhibit food 
works; when struck, they do not strike again; when robbed, 
they do not go to law; they give to those that ask of them, 
and love their neishbours as themselves. —L sseseeene= einer 
We, moreover, carry our benevolence to such an extent that 
we not only love our friends ( "for if ye love tnuem",- He 
says, “that love you, and lend to them that lend to you, 
what reward will ye have?"),--shnall we, = say, when such is 
our character, and when we live such a life as this, *hat we 
may escape condemnation at last, not he accounted pnious? 
These, however, are only small matters taken from great, and 
a few things from many, that ve may not further trespass on 
your patience; for those who test honey and whey, judge by 
a small quantity whether the whole is good, = 


And a little later he incidentally lays down the law of non- 


resistance ( or rather, of active moral resistance) for 


Christians: 


~---so that not even the governors of the pravinces sent 
by you suffice for the hearing of the complaints against 
those, to whom it even is not lawful, when they are struck, 
not to offer themselves for more blows, nor. when defamed not 
to bless: for it is not enouch to be just (and justice is to 


‘return like for like), but it is incumbent on us to be mood 


and patient of evil. 
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We noted above that Athenacoras spoke of unjust nunish-= 
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ments or violence and of putting men to death Pee an 
his plea for the Christians he clearly admits the possibility 
of the death penalty heing justly imposed, ut the Christian 
cannot bear to see it even in such a case: 


For when they know that we cannot endure even fo see a man 
put to death, though justly, who of them can accuse us of 
murder or cannibalism? Who does not reckon among the things 
of greatest interest the contests of mladiators and wild 
beasts, especially those which are given you? But we, 
deeming that to see a man put to death is much the same as 
killing him, have abjured such spectacles. Wow, then, when 
we do not even look on, lest we should contract guilt and 
pollution, can we put people to death? 


2 
NMhere is room left for little doubt as to what must have been 
Athenagoras' attitude toward Christian participation in warfare, 
whatever the cause. Christian conduct transcends justice, even 
if we are to conceive of him as recognizing the possibility of 
a just war. 
TRENAKUS. 


in-his attempt to prove against the Marcionites, "that the 


‘prophets referred in all their oredictions to our Christ", 


Jrenaeus writes as follows: 


if any one, however, advocating the cause of the Jews, do 
maintain that this new covenant consisted in the rearing of 
that temple which was built under Zerubbabel after the emi- 
gration in Babylon, and in the departure of the neople from 
thence after the lapse of seventy years, let him know that 
the temple constructed of stones was indeed then rebuilt 
(for as yet that law was observed which had been made upon 
tables of stone), yet no new covenant was given, but they 
used the Mosaic law until the coming of the Lord; but from 
the Lord's advent, the new covenant which brings back peace, 
and the law which gives life, has gone forth over the whole 
earth, as the prophets said: "For out of Zion shall go 


eee 
The Resurrection, XiX. 


2 
Tie Plea for the Christians, XXX’. 


"Heresies", "Demonstration of Apostolic Preaching", and his 
Fragments are preserved LO USe 


sige 
i a » 
ma i 


, ’ ,i 


, a 


4 Ws 
a a 


= 


{ a! ; 
a x feautnre stegh of nee erisdegeto bite sonesaty te 


% 
ai ») 


iifidteno. oct etiehe velussfoced anettebuld ec? 3.0% rete at 
‘a Pteiwt oft tue jhesonmt vi taut gnien vi f aned rid emb mitt 


s teeno mn dove of eve $2 “oe 6f ined #e 


¥ 


8 O98 of neve “= urhne sSonnas ew Partt- wont vere. aetw wot 
~ Sy av oon mmo ret Yo ofw . “ite ryiron? efi? nebh of Sua 
Se Of ahorm woxvoe: tor geok of ¥ ifadianes 19 yehweE 
watte Som axctaibely %0 ateetnos at snowint Suetsers Yo 
gt fHF Tutoy reviy ots voli ono? Vii alooges ,ataned 
Peres ero form et sioneh of tuc ner @ sen OF Furs wiisseb 
aa f yer cesfostosqe coun hew(dn sve oir? watt thet 
Sie 2fits torrtnos hfuore er taaf mo stool neve fom ob ew 
3 ~ Prltaeh-o* sfeoeq gun ew reo. woltulfog 
lak s | 


@ evant save tetw of en doh of sth. 10% tefl moor ab wis 


ea 5 t.< 
aw cloncttectoltxedg mettatis? brewos' ebutidse ‘en opante sf 


“< 


c sPolsau( abeovene Ww sowvimou asitalif? .saeno eft usvetel 


© s : 
eee etigleacg iff anisinysvds1 on mis! Y- svieonos of sis ef 
7) A 7 * 


aft ‘ ef JRA ; 
oa 
Pare” ,eetinoloreN.ec? tentenn ovorg of tqmetes alr- na 


otsW Jeet 


ePtetitD so et arottothex ile? [fe al hevist%er ater 


. 


savolfot aa ee% tir ane 


phwel, er* Yo satrro 9:'* anitpoorbe ,ievewor .enre yn tT 
fmritges eff at hetatnnon teanevos wer ales Sant? nisteioe 
Eres Ort Nette fededduis® sebay tfiud sew froin el qmes Sart? 
Sut elaes« es? *o evrtaaceb 49 fi bas wTofyda® wi gotta 
mee wont mir te! jsiesy yirever~ Yo ennal of? set te sone 
Sites wert bosde! anew nenote Ao Hef curt enon efors? 
SOGe Aber me07 ha! votrw bev veedo. aewewal tans toe ee oF 
gers Fie ,.shvin ave soenevoo wen on fey ,(endee 260% bef 
tiseud 101 vit Yo animoo ect) $Eie0 wal otaseM end Be 
ees toad waniud dolsw fronevov war std. treths etpied ; 
Ore Of? sero M214) enow aa , stl wewtn Molite wel ond bao Oe 
OA iintie mobS We tuo sol" shien eterqow sh? as ed 
aa hd’ < : ; é < : 


a) 


see | XE ROld corral 4 
ar -VXXX aceltelw edt 10% self » 
el’ bas "ni foreit obfoteegaA to golsortencmeg” jfaeks 

; +80 G3 boy ieasig 4 


“AC cs sae) 


forth the Yaw, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem, 
and He shall rebuke many people; and they shall break down 
their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into prun- 
ing-hooks, and they shall no longer learn to fighnt.** if 
therefore another law and word, going forth from Jerusalem, 
brought in such a reign of peace among the Gentiles which 
received it (the word), and convinced, through them, many a 
nation of its folly, then only it appears that the prophets 
spake of some other person. But if the law of liberty, 
that is, the word of God, preached by the apostles (who went 
forth from Jerusalem) throughout all the earth, caused such 
a change in the state of things, that these nations did form 
the swords and war-lances into ploughshares, and changed 
them into pruning-hooks for reaping the corn, that is, into 
instruments used for peaceful purposes, and that they are now 
unaccustomed to fighting, but when smitten, offer also the 
other cheek, then the prophets have not spoken these things 
of any other person, but of Him who effected them. This 
person is our Jord, and in Him is that declaration borne 
out; since it is He Himself who has made the plough, and in- 
troduced the pruning-hook, that is, the first semination of 
man which was the creation exhibited in Adam, and the gather- 
ing of the produce in the last times by the Word; and, for 
this reason, since We joired the herinning to the end, and is 
the Tord of hoth, He has finally displayed the plough, in 
that the wood has heen joined on to the iron, and has thus 
cleansed Wis Vand; because the Word, “aving been firmly 
united to flesh, and in its mechanism fixed with pins, has 
reclaimed the savage earthe in the beginning, He figured 
forth the pruning-hook by means of Abel, pointing out that 
there should be a sathering in of a righteous race of mene 
We says, "For behold how the just man perishes, and no man 
considers it; and righteous men are taken away, and no man 
layeth it to heart." These things were acted beforehand in 
Abel, were also previously declared by the prophets, but 
were accomplished in the Lord's person, and the same is 
still true with regard to us, the body following the example 
of the Head. 

1 


in this passage irenaeus has shown us how the kekchieas of 
Jesus bear upon the’ subject of ware instill greater detail 
he repeats the Lord's teschings in his attempt to show how 
they represented an extension of the Law: 


Ana for this reason did the Lord, instead of that command- 
ment, "Thou shalt not commit adultery", forbid even concu- 
piscence; and instead of that which runs thus, "Thou shalt 
not kill", He prohibited anger; and instead of the law en- 
joining the giving of tithes, we told us to share all our 
possessions with the poor; and not to love our neighbours 
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only, out even our enemies; and not merely to be liberal 
givers and bestowers, but even that we should present a 
gratuitous -ift to those who take away our foods. For "to 
him that taketh away thy coat", tre says, "give to him thy 
cloak also; and from him that taketh away thy woods, ask 
them not again; and aw ye would that men should do unto you, 
do ye unto them": so that we may not erieve as those who 
are unwilline to he defrauded, hut may rejoice as those who 
have civen willingly, and as rather conferring a favour upon 
our neichhours tean vieldine to necessity. “And if any 
one", te says, “shall compel thee to wo a mile, fo with him 
twain"; so that thou mayest not follow him as a slave, but 
may as a free man go before him, showing thyself in all 
things kindly disposed and useful to thy neighbour, not re- 
garding their evil intentions, but performing thy kind of- 
fices, assimilating thyself to the Father, "who maketh His 
sun +o rise upon the evil and the good, and sendeth rain 
upon the just and unjust." Now all these precepts, as i have 
already observed, were not the injunctions of one doine away 
with the law, but of one fulfilling, extending, and widening 
it among us; just as if one shou'd say, that the more ex- 
tensive operation of liberty implies that a more canplete — 
subjection and affection towards our Liberator had been im- 
planted within us. . 

1 


We may, in the light of the pass2se previously quoted, make a 

similar application of these principles to the carrying on of 

war--clearly, they prohibit it. He even more definitely oute 

laws the Law when he remarks in another place "the Law will no 
longer say ‘Bye for eye, and tooth for tooth’ to him who re- 


gards no one as his enemy, rut all his neighbours: for this 
2 
reason he can never stretch out his hand for vengeance," "We 


know not how to fisht, but when struck offer the other cheek 


a 
also." 


‘ 


in a passage in which ve attempts to prove that the sins of 


in several other passages isrenaeus réviews and explains these 
teachines. See, for example, Against Heresies, 2V¥: 135: 5 or 
Sas 8S: 2, in 2a: 18: 5, he quotes Jesus’ prayer "Father 
forgive them-----" as an example of obedience to his own com~= 
mand to love and pray for enemies. wwe argues from the vrayer 
that the sufferings of Jesus were, contrary to Nocetic belief, 
ot and not merely apparent. 

Demonstration of the Apostolic Teaching, 96. 
3 


Against Heresies, 2V: 34: 4¢ 
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en of the past had been recorded that we might draw lessons 
rom them, irenaeus also finds with regard to Solomon that 


While he continued to judge uprightly, and to declare the 
wisdom of God, and built the temple as the type of truth, am 
set forth the glories of God, and announced the peace about 
to come upon the nations, and prefigured the kivgdom of 
Christ, and spake three thousand parables ahout the Lord's 
advent, and five thousand songs, sinrine praise to God, and 
expounded the wisdom of God in creation, discoursing 28s to 
the nature of every tree, every herb, and of all fowls, 
quadrupeds, and fishes; and he said, "Will God, hom the 
heavens cannot contain, really dwell upon the earth." 

1 
2 
in the quotation of or reference to various historical 


and apocalyptic passares irenaeus, would seem, like most of 
the writers so far studied, though much less expressly, to 
Place upon them interpretations which would from our point of 
view be inconsistent with his main thesis, so far as it con- 
cerns the Christian attitude toward war. And in a passage re- 
ferring to the conquest of Canaan he clearly regards war as a 


divine instrument, "the posterity of cursed Ham was mown down 


4 
by God" ; as he does in referring to the parable of the King's 


marriage-feast, when he speaks of God as follows: 


He requites most fairly according to their deserts those 
who are ungrateful and do not realize His kindness: He 
repays with entire justice: and accordingly it says: "Send- 
ing His armies, He destroyed those murderers, and burned 
their city." Now it says "His armies", hecause all men are 
God's. 

5 

Arainst Weresies, iV: 27: 1. 
2 

Gee Aeninst Heresies, 111: 16: 4; 17: 3; 24: 1; or Nemonstra- 
tion of the Avostolic Preaching, 20, 27, 29; or Froements; 18- 
19, 44. 
3 

See, for example, Against Heresies, iV: 20: 11; 33: 11; or 
measeren*e: 21. . 


Demonstration of Apostolic Preaching, 20. 
5 : d 
Agvainst Heresies, i7: 36: 6. See also his reference to the 


slayins of Balaam, in Fragments, 45-6 
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Tn a atranee nasaare dealive with the institution and 
authority of civil eovernments, irenaevs would seem to tell 
a 


us that God has instituted the use of the sword +o overcome 
the use of the sword--that He instituted violence to overcome 


animosity and violence: 


"Be ye subject to a11 the higher powers; for there is no 
power but of God: now those which are have heen ordained of 
God." And arain, in reference to them (rulers), he (Paul) 

‘gays, "For he beareth not the sword in vain; for he is the 
minister of God, the avenger for wrath to him who does evil" 
Now, that he spake these words, not in rerard to angelical 
powers, nor of invisible nor invisible rulers--as some ven- 
ture to exnound the passage--but of those of actual human 
authorities, he shows when he says, "Por this cause pay ye 
tribute also: for they are God's ministers, doing service 
for this very thing." This also the Lord confirmed, when He 
did not do what He was tempted to by the devil; but He gave 
directions that tribute should be paid to the tax-rcatnerers 
for Himself and Peter; because "they are the ministers of 
God, serving for this very thing." 

For since man, by departing from God, renched such a pitch 
of fury as even to 100k upon his brother as his enemy, and 
enraged without fear in every kind of restless conduct, and 
murder, and avarice; God imposed upon mankind the fear of 
man, as they did not ackrowledre the fear of God, in order 
that, being subjected to the authority of men, and kept under 
restraint hy their laws, thev mieht attain to some demree of 
justice, and exercise mutual forhesrance throurh dread of 
the sword suspended full in their view, as the anostle says: 
"Por he henreth not:the sword in vain; for he is the minister 
of God, the avenger for wrath unon him who does evil." 

1 


Clearly, then, war is God's method of justice and nunishment, 
Military service, being necessary to the commanding of 

4 
ébedience by God, cannot be scorned hy man=-and irenaeus tells 
us this when he places "the military arts" amonme the useful 
human activities. But how is this concession to be reconciled 
with Trenaeus fundamental conception of Christianity as the 


relicion of peace, which we found so Clearly set forth in the 


passages cited earlier in our study of Trenaeus? 
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POLYCARP. 


The Epistle of Polycarp to the Philippians contains little 
for us here other than a confirmation of the acceptance of the 
pertinent principles of Jesus, as they were understood in the 


church of his day. 


Now He that raised Him from the dead will raise us also; Fey 
we do His will and walk in His commandments and love the 
things which He loved, abstaining from all unrirnteousness, 
covetousness, love of money, evil speakinr, false witness; 
not rendering evil for evil or railine for railing or blow 
for blow or cursines for cursing; hut remembering the words 
which the Lord snake, as We taurht; Tudre not that ve he 
not judred. Porrive, and it shall he forgiven to you. Have 
mercy that ye may receive mercy. With what measure ye mete, 
it shall he measured +o you again; and again Rlessed are the 
moor and they that are nersecuted for richteousness!' sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of God. 

Ls 


Polycarp also would have ug "arm avai aee mith the armour of 
righteousness, and teach ourselves first to walk in the com- 
2 

mandment o* the Lord." 

sGNATsUS 

While the Epistles of ignatius do not contain'a great 

amount of material bearing directly upon our subject, we do 
find in them a few passares which are exceedingly interesting 
at this point in our study. For example, in the Epistle to 

the Ephesians, we find the following passage: clearly revealing 
a broad, rather cosmopolitan view of human relations as well as 
salvation, which strikes: the reader as quite a favorable ex- 
ception to the more narrow conception which unfortunately seems 
to underlie many statements found in these early writings; and 
which, stranrely enourh, cen hardly he considered in arreement 


mith the rerneral snirit of senatius' own writings: 
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And pray ye also without ceasine for the rest of mankind 
(for there is in them a hope of repentance), that they may 
find God. Therefore nermit them to take lessons at least 
from your works. Arainst their outhursts of wrath he ye 
meek; arainst their proud words he ye humble; arainst their 
railings set ye your prayers; agrinst their errors he ye 
steadfast in the faith; arainst their fierceness he ye ren- 
tle. And he not zealous to imitate them hy requital. Let 
us chow ourselves +heir hrothers hy our forhearance; hut 
let us be zealous to he imitators of the Lord, vyine with 
each other who shall suffer the sreater wrong, who shall be 
defrauded, who shall be set at naught; that no herb of the 
devil be found in you: but in all purity and temperance 
abide ye in Christ Jesus, with your flesh and with your 
Bpirit. 

1 


in a similar missionary strain he writes to Polycarp: 

Press forward in thy course and exhort all men that they 
may be saved.----Bear all men, as the Lord also beareth thee. 
suffer all men in love, as'also thou doest.----Bear the 
maladies of all, as a perfect athlete. 

“2 


an the Epistle to the Trallians isnatius comnends the bishop 

who through the "power of gentleness" has won the reverence of 
3 

even the godless. 

While we can by no means say that other writers of this $ 
early period limited their attention strictly to the Joyal and 
ohedient Christian brotherhood, we nervaps must say that i¢- 
natius, in these passares, is at least more explicit in ex- 
pressing the vrincinies hy which the Christians are to he cuided 
in their relations with those outside their select, and some- 
times rather exclusively conceived, fellowship. in a similar’ 


way this author expresses a more reneral concention of neace 


than most of the writers so far studied have disclosed: "There 


is nothine better than pvesce, in which all warfare of things in 
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To the Ephesians, 10: Iff. 


a 

To Polycarp, 1: 2f. 
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To the Trallians, 3: 2. 
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1 
heaven and things on earth is abolished." 


ignatius, ina passage in the Epistle to the Romans, very 
specifically describes his attitude toward soldiers with whom 
he came into actual contact: "From Syria even unto Rome i 
ficht with wild beasts, by land and sea, by nicht and by day, 
being bound amidst ten leopards, even a company of soldiers, 
who only wax worse when they are kindly treated. Howpeit 
through their wrong doings i become more completely a disciple.” 
aenatius also makes use of the military metaphor: 
Please Wim whom ye serve as sotdiers, and from whom ve 
receive wares. Tet no one of you be found to he a deserter. 
Tet your bavtism ahide as your weapons, faith as a helmet, 


love as a snear, natience as armour. 
3 


in referrine to this varticular fieure hy aenatius, Cadoux 
remarks that the author here does not hetray any of the real 
admiration for the Roman army as such, which we find, ve feels, 
in the figurative vassare suoted from Clement of Rome, We must, 
however, recall that it was only the discipline of the imperial 
armies which Clement found so effective; he betrays, in the 
opinion of the present writer, no respect for armies in seneral 
and their uses in human affairs, nor any admiration for the 
Roman army in particular except in the efficiency (not the 
quality) of its discipline. 
BARNABAS. 

The Epistle of Barnabas is not of very preat value for our 
purposes here, but it does contain a few passares which we may 
well take account of. in the first place, we have in the aun 
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1 
To the Ephesians, 13: 2. 


4 
To the Romans, 5:1. The author was, at the time, in charge of 


enidiers. 
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- %o Polycarn, 4:2 
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thor's description of the “way of light" a list of principles 
which, if accented and applied in human relationships, would 
preclude vractically any possihility of war. 


Tou shalt hate all hypocrisy. Thou shalt never forsake 
the commandments of the Tord. Thou shalt not exalt thyself, 
hut shalt he lowly-minded in 277 thines. Thou shalt not as- 
sume clorv to thyself, Thou shait not entertain a wicked 
desien seeinst thy neishhor; thou shalt not admit holdness 
into thy soul.----Thou shalt he mee’, thou shait he auiet, 
thou shalt be fearing the words which thou hast heard. Thou 
shalt not bear a erudge arainst thy bro ther .----Thou shalt 
love thy neiehbor more than thine own gOUlee---Thou shalt not 
be found ereedy of gain; thou shalt not he found coveting 
thy neighbor's goods, Neither shalt thou cleave with thy 
soul to the lofty, but shalt walk with the humble and risht- 
eous.----Thou shalt not be double-minded nor double-tonrued. 
-----Thou shalt make thy neishbor partake in a1) things, 
and shalt not say that anything is thine own. For if ye are 
fellow-partakers in that which is imperishable, how much 
rather shall ye be in the things which are perishable.----- 
Thou shalt not make a schism, but shalt pacify them that 
contend by brincing them together. 

1 


How familiar to the student of international relations today is 
an analogous plea. What identities of oP Obes ute are upheld by 
those looking forward to a reifn bf. peace in world affairs. af 
only such attitudes had dominated our rulers aaa eovernments in 
the remote and recent past; if only such prinecinles could 
govern or suide our rrotp relations, 9s well as our individual 
affairs, war, 9s well as other social evils, would he elimin- 
ated, not only 48 8 prohahility, hut actually as a possibility. 
And 2s 2 cortirmation of the nrevailing conception of Christ- 
ianity as the relirion of neace, the Enistle closes with "Fare 
ye well, children of love and ee” 


in particular passares, however, this author displays in- 


consistencies already noted in other writinese For example, 
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in his reference to the formation of the cross hy the hands of 


Moses extended above the battle between israel and Ami lek, and 


to a representation of Jesus himself in Joshua whom Moses or- 
dered to record God's will to destroy this national enemy of 
israel, there is a clear and unquestioned acceptance of tradi- 
tional wars of Hebrew history and an apparent failure to realize 


any inconsistency in the glorification of war in Messianic 


references. 


And he says again to Moses, when ysrael was warred upon hy 
stranrers, and in order to remind those who were warred upon 
that they were delivered unto death by reason of their sins-- 
the Spirit speaks to the heart of Moses to make a representa- 
tion of the cross, and of him who should suffer, because, he 
says, unless they nut their trust in him, they shall suffer 
war forever. MWoses therefore piaced one shield upon another 
in the midst of the fieht, and standine there raised ahove 
them al) kent stretchine out “is hands, and so Tsrael agein 
hepan to he victorious: then, whenever he let them drop they 
hacan to nerish.ee----- 1 

Moses therefore savs to Tesus the son of Nanee----"Take a 
hook in thy hands and write what the Tord saith, that the 
Son of God shall in the last day tear up hy the roots the 
whole house of Amalek",------- re 
And again Zsaiah speaks thus, "The Lord said to Christ my 
Lord, whose rieht hand « held, that the nations should obey 
before him, and = held that the nations should obey before 
him, and i will shatter the strength of Kings". 3 


War, then, may be viewed 2s a divine nunishment or mathod of 
accomplishment though it cannot be justified in Christian hu- 
man relationships. Narrow nationalism, jealousy, military 
glory may be conceived of as attributes of God, but have no 
place in the character, life, or ambitions of Christian mene 


These few passages are, of course, only incidental and 


should not be taken to discount the value of the reneral spirit 
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and teaching of the Epistle; yet they are clenarly a further 
evidence of the lack of clear thinking among early Christians 
which we have noted before in our study. 

Refore we lesve this Enistie, there is just one other re- 
ference to war which we shal} ae his Thourh the statement ‘i 
perhaps open to different interpretations, it wovld seem to 
tell us nretty clearly that, in this author's opinion, the 
destruction of Jerusalem occurred hecause the Jews wronely went 


to war arainst their enemies--the Christians, we recall, did 


not join them. 


He saith again; "Behold they that pulled down this temnle 
themselves shall build ite" So it cometh to pass; for he- 
cause they went to war it was pulled down by their enemies. 
Now also the very servants of their enemies shell build it 
Up e . 


DiDACHE. 


in the Didache, or The Teaching of the Apostles, wiich was 


an early church manual, we have no direct references to the 


subject we are here considering, though here again we have re- 
corded, 2s the substance of Christianity, that same list of 
ethical and social principles which we have found to he so con-. 
trary to the spirit of war: 


Trou shalt love thy neiehhor as thyself. And all things 
whatsoever thou wouldest not have hefal thyself, neither, do 
thou unto another.---Rless them that curse you, and vray for 
vour enemies and fast for them that nersecute you; for wnat 
thank is' it, if ye love ‘them that love you? Do not even the 
Ayntiles the same® Rut do ye love them that hate you, and ve 
shall not have an enemve----af any man cive thee a hlow on 
thy. right cheek, turn to him the other also, and thou shalt 
be perfect; if a man impress thee to eo. with him one mile, = 
with him twain; if a man take away thy cloak, vive him thy 
coat also; if a man take away from thee that which is thine 
own, ask it not back; for the Father desireth that gifts be 
‘siven to all from His own bounties. Blessed is he that 
giveth according to the commanament; for he is gsuiltless.--- 
Thou shalt do no murder.e---Tnou shalt not steal.----Tnou 
shalt not covet thy neighbor's goods, thou shalt not per- 
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® 
jure thyself, thou shalt not hear false witness, thou shalt 
not speak evil, tou shalt not cherish 2 rrudce, thou shalt 
not be douhle-minded nor double-toncved.----Thou shalt not 
be avaricious nor a plunderer nor a hypocrite nor illtemnered 
nor proud. Thou shalt not entertain an evil desirn against 
thy neighbour. Thou shalt not hate any man.---Be not angry, 
for anmer leadeth to murder, nor jealous nor contentious nor 
wrathful; for of all these things murders are enmendered.--- 
Be not a liar, since lying leads to theft, neither avari- 
cious neither vainglorious; for from all these things thef ts 
are engendered.---Be meek.--Be longesuffering and pitiful 
and guileless and auiet and kindly.---Thou shalt not exalt 
thyself, neither shalt thou admit boldness into thy soul. 
Thy soul shall not cleave together with the lofty, but with 
the rigshteous and humble shalt thou walk.---Thou shalt not 
make a schism, but thou shalt pacify them that con tend .--- 
Thou shalt not turn away from him that is in want, but shalt 
make thy brother partaker in all things. 


1 

We could hardly hope for a more complete acceptance of the prir- 
ciples of resus than we have in this comnilation of teachines 
for the suidance of Christians. Thouch rot svecifically vro- 
hihited, it is clear that war would have heen entirely outlawed, 
eo far as the Christian was concerned, if he remained loyal to 
the nrincinies here set forth. 

a3 CLEMENT. 

That frarment of early Christian literature commonly re= 
ferred to as the Second Epistle of Clement has nothing directly 
to contribute to our study; however, it contains one nassare 
which, while bearing in only an indirect way upon our subject, 
so closely resembles modern--twentieth century--criticism of 
"Christianity" that 7 am tempted to quote it at this noint in 
our review: 

For the gentiles, hearing from our mouth the words of God, 
are impressed by their beauty and ereatness: then, learning 
that our works are not worthy of the thines we say, they turn 
to railing, saying that it is some deceitful tale. For when 
they hear from us that God says: "No thanks to you, 1f ye 
love only those who love you; hut thanks to you, if ye love 
your enemies and those that hate you"--when they hear this 


they are impressed vy the overnlus of soodness: but when they 
see that we do not love, not only those who hate us, but even 
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those who love us, they lauch at us 
phemed. 
BS 


Tris passare may seem rather out of place in such 


one with the history of ancient and modern Christian warfare in 


» and +he Name is hbilase 


a study, hut 


mind can hardly pass such a statement without civine it atten- 


tion. 


NINOCVETUS. 


In anite a different strain the writer of the Enistile to 


Diornetos savs of the Christians: 


Christians are not Adistinevished from the rest of mankind 


either in locality, or in speech or in customs, 


For they 


dwell not somewhere in cities of their own, neither do they 
use some different language, nor nractise an extraordinary 
kind of life. Nor again do they possess any invention dis- 
covered by any intelligence or study of ingenious men, nor 
are they masters of any human doema as some are, But while 
they dwell in cities of Greeks and barbarians as the lot of 
each is cast,.and follow the native customs in dress and 
food and the other arrangements of life, yet the constitu- 
tion of their own citizenship, which they set forth, is mar- 
vellous, and confessedly contradicts expectation. They 
dwell in their own countries, hut only as sojourners; they 
bear their share in all things as citizens, and they endure 
all hardships as strancerse Every foreien country is a 
fatherland to then, and every fatherland fs foreign .<--+=-= 
Teir existence is on earth, but their citizenship is in 


heaven. They obey the established laws, and they surpass the 


laws in their own lives. They love all men, and they are 
persecuted by all. They are ignored, and yet they are con- 
demned. They are put to death, and yet they are endued with 
life. They are in herrary, and yet they mate many rich. 
They are in want of al! things, and yet they ahound in atl 
thines. They are dishonoured, and vet they are elorified in 


their aisnonour. They are evil spoken of, and 
vindicated. They re reviled, and they bless; 
sulted, and they respect. Doing ood they are 
evil-doers; heinre punished they rejoice, as if 


yet they are 
they are in- 
nunished as 
they were 


therehy auickened hy life. War je wared arainst them as 


aliens bv the Jews, and nersecution is carried 
s " ’ 

them as aliens by the Jews, 2nd nersecution is 
against them by the Greeks, and vet tose that 
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This Epistle clearly has a missionary ourpose. . 
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what the soul is in a body, this the Christians are in the 
world. The soul is spread through all the members of the 
body, and Christians through the divers cities of the world. 
-----The flesh hateth the soul and wageth war with it, 

though it receiveth no wrong,-------; so the world hateth 
Christians, though it receiveth no wrong from them-----. The 
soul loveth the flesh which hateth it, and the members: so 
Christians love those that hate them. 


1 


snteresting also, in view of the question which the Marcionites 


brought so forcibly before the Christians of their day, is the 


folla@ing statement: 


Having thus planned everything already in His mind with 
His Son, He pernitted us during the former time to be borne 
along by disorderly impulses as we desired, led astray by 
pleasures and lusts, not at all because He took delight in 
our sins, but because we bore with us, not because He approv- 
ed of the past season of iniquity, but because He was creat- 
ing the present season of rirhteousness, that, being con- 
victed in the past time by our own deeds as unworthy of 
life, we mieht now he made deserving hy the goodness of God, 
end havine made clear our inahility to enter into the king- 
dom of God of ourselves, mircht he enahled hy the abi lity of 
God. 


CLEMENT OF ATEXYANDRGA. 


Tet us next turn to Chement of A}texendarin. Again we herin 


‘with an expression of the peaceful nature of Christianity. 


For it is not in war, but in peace, that we are tranied. 
War needs great prepartation, and luxury craves profusion; 
hut peace and love, simple and quiet sisters, require no 
arms nor excessive preparation. The Word is their susten- 
anc@e 

3 


- Again: 


1 
5- 


2 


eo 


All them warlike races are sreatly addicted to intoxica- 
tion, and think that it is an honourable, happy pursuit to 
engage in. But we, the people of peace, feasting for lawful 
enjoyment, not in wantonness, drink sober cups of friends’ 1p, 
that our friendships may be shown in a way truly appropriate 
to the name. 
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And, of all musical instruments, "man is in reality a pacific 
instrument; while other instruments, if you investigate, you 


will find to be warlike, inflaming to lusts, or kindling up 
ris 
amours, or rousing wrath." While others have ‘made use of 


war-kindline instruments, "we vave made use of one instrument, 


2 
the peaceful word only wherewith we yonour Cod." "We do not 
~ Y 


train women Vike Amazons to he manly in war, since we wish even 
3 
the men to he neaceahle." 


in sneaking of salvation for the rich man he describes the 


Christian poor: 


But be not deceived, thou who hast tasted of the truth, 
and been reckoned worthy of the great redemption. But con- 
trary +o what is the case with the rest of men, collect for 
thyself an unarmed, an unwarlike, a bloodless, 4 passioniess, 
a stainless host, pious old men, orphans dear to God, widows 
armed with meekness, men adorned with love. Obtain with thy 
money such guards, for body and for soul, for whose sake a 
sinking ship is made buoyant, when stecred hy the prayers of 
the saints alone; and the disease at its height is subdued, 
put to flight by the laying on of hands; and the attack of 
robbers is disarmed, spoiled by pious prayers; and the might 
of demons is crushed, put to shame in its operations by 
strenuous commandse 

4 


Clement also accepts principles of Christian livine which 
we can hardly relieve to be compatible with an acceptance of 
war. The Christian (Gnostic) "never bears a frrudge, nor is 
vexed with anyone, even tnourh he he worthy of hatred for what 


he does: for he reveres the Meker, and loves the one who shares 
ee 


in life, pityine and orayine for him because of bis ipnorance." 


Tose who pray that the wrones they suffer should he visited 
2 


upon the wronedoers “are not vet nassioniess"” , hut they are 
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hetter than those who wonld seck personal retaliation through 
law. The Christian, however, must "hecome entirely forretful 
of wrong and prav even for their enemies according to the Lord's 
ei have”: The Christian "not only thinks it richt that the 
good should leave to others the judgement of those who have done 
him wrong, but he wishes the righteous man to ask from those 
judges forgiveness of sins for those who have trespassed a- 
gainst him; and rightly anh. And "Above all, Christians are 
not allowed to correct by violence sinful wrongdoings. For it 
is not those who abstain from evil by compulsion, hut those who 
abstain by choice, that God crowns. For it is not possible for 


, 3 
aman to be good steadily except by his own choice." Several 


times he quotes Jesus' teachings with regard to the Christian's 
treatment of enemies and nated dhe t: He Ses that “Apart 
from love, nothing is wel’ nleasine to God." 

With such reverence for neace and such enthusiasm for the 
altruistic principles of Jesus, ve should expect to find Clement 
uneonnromisinely opnosed f0O war. - Purther examination of his at- 
titude, however, makes if clear that ve can draw no such de- 
finite and unqualified cone lusion; for in variovs passazes 
Clement speaks with apparent appreciation or annroval, not only 
of the wars of tradition, but of the military profession and of 
Christian participation in military service. We may note only 
a few of these: ) 


Our Moses then is a prophet, a legislator, skilled in 
military tactics and strategy, a politician, a philosophere=-- 
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---Tactics belong to military command, and the ability to 
command an army. is among the attributes of kingly rule. 
1 


Glement then at some length describes the military skill dis- 


» 


Played by Moses, and attributes the skill of Miltiades and 
Mrasuboulos to the fact that they imitated nis tactics. First 


among the virtues delineated in MOses and possessed by the 
2 
Greeks was valour. In speakine of the “degrees of glories in 


heoven" he curiously remarks: 


Tie strurrle for freedom, tren, is waged not atone by the 


athletes of hattles in wars, »ut also in hanquets, 2nd in 
hed, and in the tribunals, »y those who are anointed by the 


word, who are ashamed to hecome the cantives of nleasurese 
3 


Lamenting the love of wealth and display Clement wrote: “But 
even now the soldiers wisn to be adorned with gold, not having 
read that in hy poet: 'He came to the war, wearing gold, like 
a young girl.'" =n his reference to "shoes", he writes "For a 
man avre feet are quite in keeping, except when he is on mili- 
5 
tary service." =n connection with "forbearance" the divine 
Snstructor "to the soldiers, by John, commands, 'to be content 
; 6 
with their wages only'". Tie followine passage is undoubtedly 
figurative to a degree, and yet it would seem to place the mili- 


tary on an equality with other callings: 


Be a farmer, we say, if thou art a farmer; but know God 
while farming: and sail, thou lover of navigation, but sail 
calling upon the heavenly Pilot: has the true knowledge taken 
hold of thee when servings as a soldier? Tisten to tre 
General who orders wnat is ricehteous. 
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He also quotes the Law with respect. to examptions from military 
service: 


Aeain, it is said, ‘af any one who has newly wilt a house, 
and has not previously inhabited it; ‘or cultivated a newly 
planted vine, and not yet partaken of the fruit; or hetrothed 
a virrin, and not yet married herte-such the himane law or- 
ders to he relieved from military service: from military 
reasons in the first place, lest, bent on their desires, they 
turn out sluesish in war; “or it is those who are untram- 
melled by passion *yat boldly encounter perils; and from 
motives of humanity, since in view of the uncerrainties of 
war, the law reckoned 4+ not right that one should not enjoy 
his own labours, and another should, without bestowing pains, 
receive what belonged to those who had l& ourede 

1 


And speaking of love he writes: 


Does it not command us 'to love strangers not only as 
friends and relatives, but as ourselves, both in body and 
soul?! Way more, it honoured the nations, and bears no 

‘grudge against those who have done ill. Accordingly it is 
expressly said, 'Thou shalt not abhor: an Egyptian, for tou 
wast a sojourner in Esypt'; desienating by the term Egyptian 
either one of that race, or any one in the world. And ene=- 
mies, although drawn up before the walls attempting to take 
the city,are not to be regarded as enemies till they are by 


the voice of the herald summoned to peace. 
2 
Our list of quotations might pe greatly expanded but we 

shoulda probably not he any more certain as to Clement's idea of 
the Christian attitude toward war. re nowhere deals with the 
subject diréctly. On the one hand he elaborates upon the teach- 
ines of resus which involve nrincinies which vould seem to stam 
at the very extréme opposite of war. Love, non-resistance, 
prayer for the enemy ana the wrong-doer; charity, service, re- 
jection of narrow racial or national antipathies, etc. are 
hardly compatible with Clement's apparent acceptance of war as 
an instrument of God and military service as an ordinary Christ- 


ian occupation. He nowhere expressly sanctions wary; yet he 
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does not pronounce against it, though he explicitly recognizes 
its existence and even takes the pains to influence its con- 
duct. Though he stands firmly upon the principles of Jesus, he 
also describes with apparent pride the military genius of Moses. 
Must we conclude that Clement was another who had not analyzed 
his position and discovered his own inconsistencies? Apoarently 


we must--though the question had been raised some years before 
«oe 
he wrote. 


TERTULLiAN. 


2 
Tertullian , more explicitly than any writer so far stud- 


ied, deals with war and Christianity. in his treatise Ne 
Corona Militis, Tertullian wrote as follows: 


To herin with the real eround of the military crow, 4 
think we must first inouire wheather worfare is Droper at all 
for Christians. hat sense is there in discussing the merely 
accidental when tha* on mich it rests is condemned? Yo we 
believe it lawful for a human oath to be superadded to one 
divine, for a man to come under promise to another master 
after Christ, and to abjure father, mother, and all nearest 
kinsfolk, whom even the law has commanded us to honor and 
love next to God Himself, to whom the Gospel, too, nolding 
them only of less account than Christ, has in like manner 
rendered honor? Shall it be lawful to make an occupation of 
the sword, when the Lord proclaims that he who uses the sword 
shall perish by the sword? And shall the son of peace take 
part in the battle when it does not become him even to sue 
at law? And shall he apply the chain, and the prison, and 
the torture, and the punishment, who is not the avenger even 
of his own wrongs? Shall he forsooth, either keep watch- 
service for others more than Christ, or shall he do it on 
the others more than Christ, or shall he do it on the Lord's 
day, when “e does not even do it for Christ Himself? And 
shall he keep guard before the temples which he has renounced! 
And shall he take a meal where the Apostle has forbidden him. 
And shall he diligently protect by night those whom in the 
day-time he has put to flight by his exorcisms, leaning and 
resting on the spear the while with which Christ's side was 
pierced? Shall he carry a flag, too, hostile to Christ? Ard 
shall he ask a watchword who has already received one from 
God? Shall he be disturbed in death vy the trumpet of the 
trumpeter, who expects +o he aroused hy the aneel's trump? 
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Clement's works, “ere considered, date 135-210 A.D. 


2 ; 
Wig works date mainly betveen 198 and 213 A.D. 
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And shall the Christian be burned according to camp rule, 
when he was not permitted to burn imcense to an idol, when 
to Christ remitted the punishment of fire? Then how many 
other offences there are involved in the performances of 
camp offices, which we must hold to involve a transgression 
of God's law, you may see by a slirht survey. The very 
carrying of the name over from the camp of lirht to the camp 
of darkness is a violation of it. Of course, if faith comes 
later, and finds any preoccupied with military service, 
their case is different, as in the instance of those whom 
John used to raceive for baptism, and of those most faithful 
centurions, 7 ~ean the cen*urion mom Christ approves, and 
the centurion whom Peter instructs; yve*, at the same time, 
when a man has hecome a heliever, and faith has heen sealed, 
there must be either an immediate abandonment of it, which 
has been the course with many; or all sorts of quibbling will 
have to be resorted +o in order to avoid offending God, and 
that is not allowed even outside of military service; or, 
last of all, for God the fate must be endured which a citi- 
men-faith has been no less ready to accept. Neither does 
military service hold out escape from punishment of sins, or 
exemption from martyrdom. Nowhere does the Christian change 
his character. There is one gospel, and the same Jesus, who 
will one day deny every one who denies, and acknowledge 
every one who acknowledges God,--who will save, too, the 
life which has been lost for wis sake, but, on the other 
hand, destroy that which for gain has been saved to His dis- 
nmonour. With Him the faithful citizen is a sOldier, just 
ag the faithful soldier is a citizen. A state of faith ad- 
mits no plea of necessity; they are under no necessity to 
sin, whose one necessity is, that they do not sin. For if 
one is pressed to the offering of sacrifice and the sheer 
denial of Christ by the necessity of turture or of punish- 
ment, yet discipline does not connive even at that necessity; 
because there is a higher necessity to dread denying and to 
undergo martyrdom, than to escape from suffering, and to 
render the homage required. an fact, an excuse of this sort 
overturns the entire essence of our sacrament, remoring 
even the obstacle to voluntary sins; for it will be possible 
also to maintain that inclivation is a necessity, as in- 
wolving in it, forsooth, a sort of compulsion. 4% have, in 
fact, disposed of this very allegrtion of necessity with 
reference to the pleas. by which crowns connected with of- 
ficial position are vindicated, in support of which it is in 
common use, since for this very renson offices must be 
either refused, that ve may not fall into acts of sin, or 
martyrdoms endured that we avit of offices. Touching this 
primary aspect of the question, 45 +o the unlawfulness even 
of a military life itself, 4 shall not add more, that the — 
secondary aquestion may be restored to its place. indeed, if, 
putting my strength to the cuestion, + banish from us the 
military life, z should now to no purpose issue a challenge 
on the matter of the military crown. Suppose, then that the 
military service is lawful, as far as tne plea for the crown 
is concerned. 
aa): 


“ De Corona Militis, Xi- See also On idolatry, XViz, in which he 
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Here, perhaps, Tertullian has, better than anywhere else in his 
writings, set» forth his general attitude toward Christian mili- 
tary service, the considerations entering into the shaping of 
that attitude, as well as his chosen way of dealing with the 
subject. Clearly, the bloodshed of war is not his only cb- 
jection to Christian membership in the army, but it is eae of 
his most fundamental objections, as he indicates again when he 
writes in the following chapter: 

_ as the laurel of the triumph made of leaves, or of corpses? 

ss it adorned with ribbons, or with tombs? is it bedewed 


with ointments, or with the tears of wives and mothers? 
1 


And then the very viclation of universal Christian brotherhood 
is in his mind also, as he continues: 


zt may be of some Christians too; for Christ is also among 


the barbarians. Tas not he who has carried a crown for this 
cause on his head, fourht even against himself? 


y. 
~~" * . ° . . . 
=n his treatise on Patience, Tertullian fives Us what he con 
giders to ve Christ's ahsolute vrohihition of the use of the 


sword, even in defense--ctf another: 


explains ‘me conditions under which a Christian mi} 
magistrate, where practically shese same acts of conduct are 

objected to as unChristian: "And so let us grant that it is 
possible for anyone to succeed, in whatever office he may hap-- 
pen to hold, in going on under the name of the office, without 
sacrificing, or lending his authority to sacrifices, or con- 
tracting for sacrificial victims, or assigning to others the 
care of the temples, or secing after their revenues, or givin 
shows at his own expense or at that of the public, or presiding 
at them when they have to be given, or making a proclamation 

or an edict for any solemnity, or even swearing oaths, or--as 
regards his magisterial power--judging anyone on a capital or 
criminal charge--for thou mishtest allow him to judge about 
questions of money--or condemning anyOne, Yinding anyone, im=- 
prisoning anyone, or torturing anyone: if it can be believed 
that these things are possible." And in chapter XiX, parts of 
which will be quoted in other connections tater in this paper, 
he deals again with military service specifically. 
+ ; 

-..\De Corona Militis, Xa:: 
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He to whom, had we willed it, legions of angels would at 
one word have presented themselves from the heavens, approved 
not the avenging sword of even one disciple. The patience 
of the Lord was wounded in the wound of walchus. And so, 
too, He cursed for the time to come the works of the sword; 
and, by the restoration of health, made satisfaction to him 
whom Himself had not hurt, through Patience, the mother of 
Mercye 

1 


And again: 


| Wow shall he ware war, nay,how shall he even he a soldier 
| in veace-time, without the sword whieh the rord has taken 
avav? Por---the Tord,---in disarming peter, ungirded every 
soldier. 
2 ; 


And Tertullian not only reminded the Christians of the 
proper Christian attitude toward war-like activities, but he 
also points out to those outside the Christian fellowship how 
the conduct of Christians is ac tually moderated py the power 
or their faith: 


We are equally forbidden to wish ill, to do ill, to speak 
ill, to think i11 of’ all mene----if we are enjoined, then, to 
love our enemies,*as i have remarked above, whom have we to 
nate? if injured, we are forbidden to retaliate, lest we 
become as bad ourselves: who can suffer injury at our hands? 
in regard to this, recall your own experiences. How often 
you inflict gross cruelties on Christians, partly because it 
is your own inclination, and partly in obedience to the 
laws! How often, too, the nostile mob, paying no regard to 
you, takes the law into its own hand, and assails us with 
stones and flames} With ‘she very frenzy of the Bacchanals, 
they do not even spare the Christian dead, but tear them, 
now sadly changed, no loner entire, from the rest of the 
tomh, from the saylun we might say of death, cutting them in 
pieces, rending them asunder. vet, handed ogeether as we 
are, ever so ready to sacrifice our lives, what single case 
of revenge for injury are you ahle to point to, thoueh, if it 
were held rieht among us to repay evil hy evil, a single 
nieht with a toreh or tao could achieve an ample veneeance? 

-Byt away With the idea of a sec* divine avensing itself hy 
human fires, or shrinking from the sufferings in which it is 
tried. if we desired, indeed, +o act the part of open ene~ 
mies, not merely of secret avengers, would there be any 
lacking in strength, whether of numbers or resources? The 
Moors, the Marcomanni, the Parthians themselves, or any 
single people, however great, inhabiting a distinct terri- 
tory, and confined within its own boundaries, surpassss, for- 
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scoth, in numbers, one spread over all the world! We are 
but of yesterday, and we have filled every place among youe-= 
cities, islands, fortresses, towns, market-places, the very 
camp, tribes, companies, palace, senate, forum,--we have 
left nothing to you but the temples of vour gods. For what 
wars should we not be fit, not eager, even vith uneoual 
forces, we who so willingly yield ourselves to the sword, if 
in our religion it were not counted netter to be slain than 
to slay? Without arms even, and raisins no insurrectionary 
banner, but simply in enmity to you, we could carry on the 
contest with you by an ill-willed severance alone. 

1 


in many other pass-res he cites the v>2rious pertinent teachings 


of Jesus thouch not always makine such explicit application 


2 
of them to the question of revolt and wor. 


Tertullian also looks hack to the Old Testament prophecies 
of the comine reign of pence, and endeavors to prove that they 
are heine fulfilled in and by the followers of Christ: 


Tre rospel will he this "way", of the rew law and the new 
word in Christ, no longer in Moses. "And We shall jude 
among the rations", even concerning their error. "And these 
shall rehuke a larre nation", that of the. Jews themselves am 
their nroselytes. "And ey shail heat their swords into 
pilovuehshares, and their anerrs into nrunine-hooks"; in other 
words, tev ehali chanre into nurenites of moderation and 
pence the disnositions of injurious minds, and vostile ton- 
gues, and 211 kinds of evil, and hlasvheny. "wation shall 
not lift vp sword against nation", shall not stir up dis- 
cord. “Neither shall they learn war any more", that is, the 
provocation of hostilities; so that you here learn that 
Christ is promised not as poverful in war, hut pursuing 
peacee Now you must deny either that these things were 
predicted, although they are plainly seen, or that they have 
heen accomplished, although you read of them; else, if you 
cannot deny either one fact or the other, they must have 
been accomplished in Him of whom they were predicted. For 
look at the entire course of His call up to the present time 
from its beginning, how it is addressed to the nations 
(Gentiles) who are in these last days approaching to God the 
Creator, and not to proselytes, whose election was rather 
an event of the earliest days. Verily the apostles have 
annulled that nelief of yours. 

Zz 
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1 : 
Apology, XXXVii. Note in this passare that he refers to the 
presence of Christians in fortresses, c9™ps, etc. We shall 
return to this matter ater in our studye 
hes: for a few examples, Apolory, XLVi, Patiencia, Vi aks ee 
De Corona Militis, Xz, or Adversus Judaeos, 411. 

3 Aeainst Markion, [5:2 USee eae: rare tr ae a 
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Later in the same treatise he explains: 


Z do not deny that there is a difference in the laneuage of 
their documents, in their precepts of virtue, and in their 
tenchines of the law; but yet all this diversity is consis- 
tent with one and the same God, even Him by whom it was ar- 
ranged and also foretold. Lone ago did Isaiah declare--- 

"We shall judre amone the nations, and shall rebuke many 
people"; meanine not those of the Jewish people only, hut 
of the nations which are judeed by the new law of the sospel 

and the new word of the apostles, and are amonest themselves 
rehuked of their old error as soon a8 they vave helieved. 
And as the result of this, "they heat their swords into 
plouchshares, and their spears (which are a kind of huneine 
instrument) into pruninr-hooks"; that is to say, mirds, which 
once were fierce and cruel, are chanred hy them into rood 
Aisnositions productive of rood fruit. 

1 


=n his Answer to the Jews he arain refers to this same provhecy 


and then asks: 


Who else, therefore, are understood but we, who, fully 
tausht by the new law, observe these practices, --the old 
law beings obliterated, the coming of whose abolition the 
action itself demonstrates? for the wont of the old law was 
to avenge itself by the vengeance of the glaive, and to 
pluck out "eye for eye", and to inflict retaliatory revenge 
for injury. But the new law's wont was to point to clemency, 
and to convert to tranauility the pristine ferocity of 
"slaives"” and "lances", and to remodel the pristine execution 
of "war" upon the rivals and foes of the law into pacifie 
actions of "plourching" and "tilline" the land. Therefore, 
as we have shown above that the coming cessation of the old 
law and of the carnal circuncision was declared, so, too, 
the observance of the new law and the spiritual circumcision. 
has shone out into the voluntary obediences of peace. 

2 


He also argues at length that war-like allusions to Christ in 
the Old and New Testaments are to he ficuratively interpreted: 


Tis interpretation of ours will derive confirmation, when, 
on your supnosines that Christ is in any Dassare called a 
warrior, from the mention of certain arms and expressions of 
that sort, you weirh welt the analory of their other mernings 
and draw vour conclusions accordinsly. "Gird on Thy sword", 
says David, "unon Thy thien". Rut what do you read ahout 
Christ just hefore? “Thou art fairer than the children of 


Renah oa Unite aie aneerorets ite ee 


1 

Aeainst Wwarkion, iV: 1. 
9 

Adversus Judaeos, 144-6 
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men; srace is noured forth wnon My Tins.” it amuses me to 
imarine that hiandishments of fair heauty and rracefil lips 
are ascribed to one who had to gird on His sword for war! So 
likewise, when it is added, "Ride on prosperousiy in Thy 
majesty", the reason is subjoined: "Because of truth, and 
meekness, and rishteousness". But who shall produce these 
results with the sword, and not their opposites rather--de- 
ceit, and harshness, and injury--which, it must be confessed, 
are the proper business of battles? Let us see, therefore, 
whether that is not some other sword, which has so different 
an action. Now the Apostle John, in the Apocalypse, des- 
cribes a sword which proceeded from the mouth of God as 

"a doubly sharp, two-edged one", This may be understood to 
be the Divine Word, who is doubly edged with the two testa- 
ments of the law and the eospel--sharpened with wisdom, hos- 
tile to the devil, arming us arainst the spiritual enenies 
of all wickedness and concupiscence, and cutting us off from 
the dearest objects for tne sake of God's holy name. af, 
however, you will not acknowledmre John, you have our common 
master Paul, who "sirds our loins about with truth, and ruts 
on us the breastplate of righteousness, 2nd shoes us with 
the preparation of the sospel of peace, not of war; who 

bids us take the shield of faith, wherewith we may ve able 
to quench all the fiery darts of the devil, and the helmet of 
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which (he says) is 
the word of God." This sword the Lord Himself came to send 
on earth, and not peace. if he is your Christ, then even he 
igs a warrior. if %e is not a warrior, and the sword he 
hrandisnes is an allegorical one, then the Creator's Christ 
in the psalm too may have heen rirded with the firurative 
sword of the Word, without any martial sear. The above-men=- 
tioned "fairness" of His heauty and Nerace of His tins" 
would auite suit such a sword, cirt as it aven then was upon 
Wie thich in the nassare of David, and aant as it wonld one 
day he by Him on earth, For this is what re savs: "Ride on 
vrosperoustly in “hy majesty"--advancine His word into every 
land, so as t0 call al? nations: destined to nrosper in the 
success of that faith which received Win, and reienine, from 
the fact that He conauered death dy Wis resurrection. "Thy 
rieht hand", says He, Nahanll wonderfully lead Thee forth", 
even the might of Thy spiritual grace, whereby tne knowledge 
of Christ is spread. “Thine arrows are sharp"; everywhere 
Thy precepts fly about, Thy threatening also, and convic- 
tions of heart, pricking and viercing each conscience. "The 
people shall fall under fhee", that is, in adoration, Thus 
ig the Creator's Christ mighty in war, and a bearer of arms; 
thus also does He now take the spoils, not of Samaria alone, 
but of all nations. Acknowledge, then, that His spoils are 
figurative, since you have learned that His arms are alle- 
gorical. Since, therefore, noth the Lord speaks and vis 
apostle writes such things ina fimurative style, we are not 
rash in using His interpretations, the records of which even 
our adversaries admit; and thus in so far will it be zsaian's 
Christ who as come, in as far as He was not a warrior, he- 
cause it is not of such a character that He is described by 
asaiahne 
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ye mainst warcion, yrs nGT See also 444: 
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in opposition to those who were apparently using Old Testa- 


participation in war, he writes: 


A 


ment wars to justify their own 


<n that lact section, decision may seem to have heen riven 
likewise concerning military service, which is hetween dir- 
nity and power. But row inquiry is made about tris noint, 
whether a believer mayegurn himself unto military service, 
and whether the military may be admitted unto the faith, even 
the rank and file, or each inferior grade to whom there is 
no necessity for taking part in sacrifices of capital punish- 
ments. There is no arreement between the divine and the hu- 
man sacrament, the standard of Christ and the standard of 
the devil, the camp of Vieht and the camp of darkness. One 
soul cannot he due to two masters--Cod and Caesar. And yet 
Moses carried a rod, and Aaron wore 4 huckle, and John 
(Raptist) is wirt with leather, and Joshua the son of Nun 
leads a line of march; and the People worred: if it pleases 
you to sport with the subject. Rut how will a Christian man 
war, "nay, how will 2 serve even in neace, without a sword, 
whien the Tord has taken away? Por atheit soldiers had 
come unto John, 2nd. ad received the formula of their rule; 
alheit, likewise, a centurion had believed; still the Lord 
afterward, in disarming Peter, unrirded every soldier. No 
dress is lawful amone us, if assigned to any unlawful action. 
1 


Bae 


Without further expanding our quotations , we may safely 
conclude that in the writings of Tertullian we find a more eom~ 
plete and explicit condemnation of war than in any other of the 
Christian writines so far studied. He apoarently realized far 
more clearly, and certainly explained more consistently and 
fully, than any of his predecessors, the basic incompabibility 
between the teachines of Christ and the objectives ana conduct 
of war. BO rcints out in detail the Christian objections to 
military service, as known in his day; and, thourh other con- 
siderations entered into the shapine of his attitude, the very 
hearine of arms, with the consequent »loodshed and cruelty, was, 
as we have seen, hy no means the least of vis ohjections. His 


conviction is clear and definitely expressed: war, by its very 


On idolatry, XX. 


2 5; 
Ana our list of auotations mirht he many times expanded from 


a Tertullian's many references to the subject. 
‘a : 
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mature and aim, is unChristian--military service is forhidden to 


the Christian, since a man cannot he hoth a Christian and a 
goldier. Ana 
why the true follower of Chriet covla not hear arms; hut he 


tonk care to reinterpret certain O14 Testament nassares in 


order to prove those wrone wo hy Scriptural references attempt- 


ead to justify their own participation in warlike activities. 


Then, we may incidentally add, that if he had developed his 
1 
idea of the development of truth and rirehteousness , and ap- 


plied it to the particular subject with which we are here con- 


cerned, he might have struck upon the idea of progressive re- 


velation of the Divine Nature and so have avoided the trap whichy 


as we shall see, caught him as well as his less thouchtful pre- 


2 
decessors. 


Further analysis of Tertullian's references to war, how- 


ever, convince us that, while this Carthaginian Father was 


quite advanced, ‘e was still a man of his time; his attitude is 


1 
cn his treatise On the Veiline of Yireins, 2, he wrote: 
"Wothinge. is witrout stares of erowth: all things await their 
season. ‘A time to everythine'. Look how creation itself 


advances Little hy little to fructification. First comes the 
erain, and from the erain arises the shoot, and from the shoot 


strugpstes out the shruh: thereafter vourhs and leaves eather 


streneth, ond the whole Luot we eall a tree expands: then fol- 


lows the swelline of the sermen, anda from the rermen hurets 


the flow, and, from *he Piower the fruit ovens; tat fruit it- 
self, rude for a while, and unshapely; Tittle by little, keep- 
ing the straight course of its development, is trained to the 
mellowness of the flavor. So too rishteousness~--for the God of 


righteousness ana of creation is the game--vas first in a 
rudimentary state, having a natural fear of God: from that 
stage it advanced, through the Law and the prophets, to in- 
fancy; from that stage it passed, through the Gospel, to the 
fervour of youth: now, through tie Paraclete, it is settling 
into maturity. He will be, after Christ, the only one to be 


called and revered as Master, for He speaks not from Himself, 
put what is commanded by Christ. we is theionly prelate, be- 


cause He alone succeeds Christ. They wo have received Him 
set truth before custome 
2 : 


irefer, of course, to the acceptance of the idea that the 


, as we vave noted, he not only explained in detail 
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distinctly coloured by the thoucht limitations of the day in 
which he lived. How truly he represents his are when, in a 

review of the working of divine wrath in the past, he finds 

war a chosen means of divine chastisement: 


My next step, indeed, is to out to the test these appoint- 
ments of God in opposition to false relisions, the complete= 
ly vanquished as well as also the punished, since on these 
will depend the entire argument for martyrdoms. Moses was 
apart with God on the mountain, when the people, not brookin 
his absence, “hich was so needful, seek to make rods for 
| themselves, which, for his own part, he will prefer to de- 
| stroy. Aaron is importuned, and commands that the earrinrs 
of their women be brought together, that they may be thrown 
into the fire. For the people were about to lose, as a 
judgement upon themselves, the true ornaments for the ears, 
the words of God. The wise fire makes for them the molten 
likeness of a calf, reproachineg them with having the heart 
where they have their trensure also,-~in Erypt, to wit, 
which clothed with sacredness, amone the other animals, 4 
certain ox likewise. Therefore the staurhter of three 
thousand bv their nearest relatives, hecause they nad dis- 
Plessed their so very near relative Cod, solemnly marked 
hath the commencement and the deserts of the trespass. 1s- 
rael havine, as we are told in Numhers, turned aside at 
Sethim, the neopte -o *o the dauchters of Woah to sratify 
their lust: they are allured to the idols, so that they com- 
mitted whoredom with the anirit also: finally, they eat of 
their defiled sacrifices; then they Hoth worship the sods of 
the nation, and are admitted to the rites of Beelpheror. 

For this lapse, too, into idolatry, sister to adultery, it 
took the slaughter of twenty-three thousand vy the swords of 
their countrymen to appease the divine anger. After the 
death of Joshua the son of Nave trney forsake the God of their 
fathers, and serve idols, Baalim and Ashtaroth; and the Lord 
in anger delivered them up to the hands of spoilers, and they 
continued to be spoiled by them, and to be sold to their 
adversaries, and could not at all stand before their enemies. 
Whithersoever they went forth, His hand was upon them for 
evil, and they were sreatly distressed. And after this God 
sets judces, the same as our cansors, over them. Rut not 
even these did they continue steadfastly to obey. So soon 

as one of the judses died, they proceeded to transrsress more 
than their fathers vad done by coine after the rods of others 


wers recorded in Scripture were sanctioned by God--hence, war 
was a Divine instrument. Tertullian, as we have already seen 
advanced beyond earlier: fathers when he refused to justify 
Christian participation in warfare by references to Old Testa- 
ment warfare; put to support nis stand he had to assert that 
Christ had afterward disarmed every Christian, when he for- 
hade Peter to use tre sword. As we shall see, however, Ter- 
tullian anvarently fell a wictim to the accepted ideas of his 
time when he apnarently finds tod's sanction lyine hehind 


| war, in passages to-he later citede 
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and servine and worshipping them. Therefore the rord was 
anrry. "Since, indeed", He says, "this nation have trans- 
pressed my covenant which i established with their fathers, 
and wave not hearkened to my voice, 4 2180 will sive no heed 
to remove from before them a man of the nations which Joshua 
left at his death". And thus, throurhout almost all the an- 
nals of the judees and of the kines who succeeded them, 
while the streneth of the evrroundaine nations was vreserved, 
He meted wrath out to Terael by war and cavtivity and a 
foreisn voke, as often as they turned aside from Him, es- 
pecially to idolatry. 

1 


Only a knowledre of the limitations of theotory in Tertullians's 
day could enrhie one to understand how, in onnosine warkion's 
conception of a “wholly rood" Géd, this learned fother covld 
write: 


Poor dupe of Marcion, fever is hard upon you; and your 
painful flesh produces a crop of all sorts of briers and 
thorns. Nor is it only to the Creator's thundernolts that 
you lie exposed, or to wars, and pestilences, and tis other 
heavier strokes, but even to His creepins insects.----Far 
aifferent is our condition in the sight of Him who is the 
Author, the Judge, the injured Head of our race} You dis- 
play Him as a merely good God; hut you are unehie to prove 
that He is perfectly ood, because you are not by Him per- 
fectly delivered. 
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And also how he could later, in arevine against Markion, for 


the reality of Christ's sterner attributes, insist that Christ 
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a 
Scorniace, 241s: an Aiscuesing Sabhath observance in his 
Answer to the Jews, sv, he refers to wars of the Old Testament 
as sanctioned by God. Reference sould also be made here to 
the reference in Ad Notiones, Tz: 17, to war as the tool brine 
ing shout the rise and fall of nations, 28 well as the appli- 
cation of this to the case of Rome and Carthare as found in 
‘De Pallio, +; and De Pallio , 22, were God's favor of the 
Emneror is shown in the defeat of the harharians 78 well as the 
magsare in his Treatise on the Sui, XeK,; inowhich war is again 
found to be a useful tool of Providence: "ism very deed, 
pestilen ce, 2nd famine, and wars, and earthouakes have to he 
reparded as a remedy for nations, as the means of vruning the 


luxuriance of the human race e----" , 


Against Markion, $e 2246 
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had come +o svnrend aissension and to send a sword, in the liter= 


al sense: 


But He will Himself best explain the quality of that fire 

_ which He mentioned, when He foes on tO say, "Supnose ve that 
ZT am come to pive peace on earth? & tell you, Nay; but 
rather division." it is written "a sword", but Marcion 
makes an emendation of the word, just as if a division were 
not the work of the sword. He, therefore, who refused to 
give peace, intended also the fire of destructim. As is 
the combat, so is the burning. As ig the sword, so is the 
flame. Neither is suitable for its lord. He says at last, 
"Me father shall be divided against the son, and the son 
against the father; the mother arainst the daughter, and the 
dauchter against the mother; the mother-in-law arainst the 
daughter-in-law, and the daurhter-in-law against the mother- 
in-law." Since this battle anone the relatives wos sunr hy 
the Prophet's trumpet in the very words, i fear that Mican 
must have predicted it to worcion'ts Christ’ 


Difficult also is it for us at the present time to understand 


Tertullian's loric and tneolory wren, in spite of his hasic at- 


‘ 


titude toward war and Christian narticipation in it, he opposes 


, 


Marcion's theory hy auotine, with the followine comment, Jesus’ 


recorded announcement of comine violence, inc ludine wars, to 


prove his relation to the terrihle Divine Creator: 


Now Jet ua seé@ what are the sirens which We ascribes to the 
fimes. "Wars", Z observe, “and kingdom amainst kingdom, and 
nation apainst nation, and pestilence, and famines, and 
earthauakes, and fearful sichnts, and great signs from 
heaven"--all which things are gnitahle for a severe and 
terrible God. ‘Now, when He goes on to say that "all these 
things must needs come to pass", what does He represent 
Himself to be? Tne Destrover, or the Defender of the Creat- 
or? For He affirms that these appointments of wis must 
fully come to pass, out surely as the good God, He would have 
frustrated rather than advanced events so sad and terrible, 
if they had not been His ow decrees. : 
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er 


681 368 6 ete 
1 

Against Markion, 2V: 29. See also saa: 15, 18, in wich Ter- 
tullian, true to his time, finds Christ typified in Joshua, 
Moses, Joseph, and other Old Testament warriors--and especially 
in their warlike activities. 

4 

avid; iV: 39. The entire chapter is devoted to this sohject 
and might well be wuoted, if space permitted. 
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zn his Apology, Tertullian attempts to convince the pagans that: 


All that is taking place around you was fore-announced; 
all that you now see with your eye was previously heard by 
the ear. The swallowing up of cities by the earth; the 
theft of islands by the sea; wars, bringing external and in- 
ternal convulsions; the collision of kingdoms with kingdoms; ; 
famines and pestilences, and local massacres, and widespread 
d@esolating mortalities; the exaltation of *he lowly, and the 
humbling of the proud; the decay of richteousness, the growth 
of sin, the slackening interest in all good ways; the very 
seasons and elements soing out of their ordinary course, 
monsters end portents taking the place of nature's forms-- 
it was all foreseen and predicted vefore it came to PpasSe 
While we suffer the calamities, we read of them in the | 
Scriptures; as we examine, they are proved. Well, the truth 
of a prophecy, s think, is the demonstration of its being 
from ahovee Hence there is amone vs an assured faith in re- 
gard to coming events as thines already proved to us, for 
they were predicted alone with what we have day »y day ful- 
filled. 

pi 


Sn the following statement, Tertullian further expresses “is 


belief in war asa tool of God, as well as his agreement witt 


the Christians of his day in regarding the fall of Jerusalem as 
a punishment for the rejection of Christ: 


Examine then, and see if He be not the dispenser of king- 
doms, who is Lord at once of the world which is ruled, and of 
man himself who rules; if He have not ordained the changes 
of dynasties, with their appointed seasons, who was before 
all time, and made the world a body of times; if the rise 
and the fall of states are not the work of Him, under who se 

.sovereienty the human race once existed without states at 
all. How do you allow yourselves to fall into such error? 
Why, the Rome of rural simplicity is older than some of her 
gods; she reigned before her proud, vast Capitol was built. 
The Babylonians exercised dominion, too, before the days of 
the Pontiffs; and the Medes before the Quindecemvirs; and 
the Egyptians before the Salii; and the Assyrians pefore the 
Luperci; and the Amazons before the Vestal Virgins. And to 
add another point: if the religions of Rome give empire, 
ancient Judaea would never have been a kingdom, despising as 
it did one and all these idol deities; Judea, whose God you 
Romans once honoured with victims, and its temple with gifts, 
and its people with treaties; and which would never nave been 
heneath your sceptre hut for that last and crowing offence 


against God, in rejec*ine and crucifyinz Christ. | 
C<) 
Apolory, XX. 


Be ahid., XXVa. | See also in this connection Against Warkion, 444: 
_ 23 and Adversus Judaeos, Kias-KiVe 
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& Tertullian makes a further concession to the sword, ina 
somewhat different connection, when in his Treatise on ‘the Soul 
he refers to"the justice of the world, which, as tre apostle 
himself testifies, ‘heareth not the sword in vain', and which 


js an institute of religion when it severely avenges in defence 
2, 
of human life." And he makes even clearer his helief in *he 


divine sanction of the use of the sword in civil justice, when 
he writes: . 


No doubt the apostle admonishes the Romans to be subject 
to all power, because there is no power but of God, and be- 
cause the ruler does nov carry the sword without reason, and 
is the servant of God, nay also, says he, a revenger to exe~ 
cute wrath upon him that doeth evil. For he had also pre- 
viously spoken thus: "For rulers are not a terror to a food 
work, but to an evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the 
power? Do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise 
of it. Therefore he is a minister of God to thee for foode 
Rut if thou do that which is evil, »e afraid." Thus he vids 
you be subject to the powers, not on an oppor tunity occurrine 
for his avoiding martyrdom, hut when he is making an appeal 
in behalf of a good life, under the view also of their being 
as it were assistants bestowed upon righteousness, as it 
were handmaids of the divine court of justice, which even 
here pronounces sentence beforehand upon the guilty. 

2 


st is clearly as an apolorist that Tertullian writes: 


Without ceasine, for all our emperors we offer prayeére We 
pray for life prolonged; *or security to tne empire; for 
protection to the imperial house; for brave armies, @ faith- 
ful senate, a virtuous people, the world at rest, whatever, 
as a man or Caesar, an emperor would wisne 

ay 3 


And it is certainly as an opportunist, making the most of re- 
gretted facts, that he writes: 


We are but of yesterday, and we have filled every place 
among you--cities, islands, fortresses, towns, market-places, 
the very camp, tribes, companies, palace, senate, forum---<-« 

4 


: -—- - ° ep ae ree v7 4 
A Treatise on the Soul, XXXias. Tie whole chapter deals with 
legal justice and the punishment of wrongdoerse 


: oO 
Scorpiage, XiV. ; Apology, XXX. 
“: 
Apology, XXXVas. 
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And: 


We sojourn with you in the world, abjuring neither forum, 
nor shambles, nor bath, nor booth, nor workshop, nor inn, 
nor weekly market, nor any other places of commerce. We 
sail with you, fight with you, and till the ground with you ; 
and in like manner we unite with you in your traffickings-- 
even in the various arts we make public property of our 
works for your benefit. How it is we seem useless in your 
ordinary business, living with you and by you as we do, 4 
am not able to understand. 

1 


But it is only as a frank approval of war that we can inter- 
pret his feeling when he says: 


As for the sword, which is drunk with the blood of the 
vrigand's victins, who would not banish it entirely from his 
house, much more from his hed-room, or from his pillow, from 
the presumption that he would be sure to dream of nothing 
hut the apparitions of the souls which were pursuing and 
disauietine him for lyine down with the blade which shed 
their own bloo0d.--Take however the sword which ‘1s received 
honourable stains in war, and has heen thus engaged in a / 
better manslaughter, which will secure its own praise by 
consecration. it is quite possible, then, to pass decisive 
sentences even on vessels and on instruments, that so they 
too may participate in the merits of their proprietors and 
employers e 


We have vy no means exhausted, ‘in this review, Tertullian's 
3 
references to war and military service. zt is to be hoped, 


however, that we have given him sufficient attention to enable 


us to draw some reasonably fair conelusions. in the beginning, 
ne 

an 

Apology, XLii. We have already noted that Tertullian twice 
cites the rain incident in connection with the military ser=- 
vice of Christians in the Legion Fulminata. (Apology, V, and 
Ad Stapulum, iV). 

2 

Resurrection of the Flesh, Xs. And in his Treatise on the 
Soul, XXX:, Tertullian contrasts the peace ana seclusion of 
Pythagoras with the warlike cm aracter of Euphorbus, somewhat 
to the dispararement of the former, who even avoided parti- 
cipation in the wars of Greece, at his time. 
3 

Z have made no reference to the military metaphor which was 

a ereat favorite with Tertullian. For examples we may cite; 
Apolory, 1; Ad Nationes, Tz: 5; Adversus Judaeos, Videhs) Sere 
peace, 27; Agains? Markion, V: 5; Resurrection of the Flesh, 


r) 
—— = 


iiz, and many others. 
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it may be said that Tertullian bears conclusive evidence to 
the existence of Christian soldiers in considerable numbers in 
his day , as well as to the refusal, upon severe penalty, of 
other Christians to render military service, From his writings 
we may certainly conclude that there was in his day a divided 
Christian opinion concerning the lepitimacy of Christian mili- 
tary service. Tertullian himself, as we have seen, apparently 
recognized the issue, and stood firmly with those who held the 
principles of Christianity to be wholly incompatible with war- 
like activities. As we have noted, he went far beyond most of 
his predecessors in attempting to reinterpret various Scrip- 
tural passages in such a way a8 bksprdvs military service to 
be alien to the truly Christian life. Much more frequently 
and in much greater detail tnan any of the Christian writers 
up to his time, he explained that Christ had come to bring 
peace to the world and to fulfil the old prophecies of a coming 
reign of peace. 

in spite of all his emphasis, however, upon his general 
aeei ine with regard to warfare; he, like others of his time, 


finds in war an instrument used by Divine Providence for vari- 


_cus purposes. And in this acceptance, the modern mind finds in 


Mertullian one of the inconsistencies so common to his lesser 
predecessors ana contemporaries. st is with even greater re- 
gret that we read those passages in which this learned father 
actually boasts to the pagans of the military service rendered 


py Christians, even though he was only using, to apologetic 


To Christian soldiers who joined military ranks after con- 
version as well as soldier converts. it will be recalled that 
Tertullian gives us our first definite evidende for the exis- 
tence of the former clasSe 
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advantage, a situation which he himself deplored. But it is 
with still greater perplexity that we cite his apparently un- 
qualified approval of war, when he consecrates the sword which 
has engaged in "a better manslaughter" and received "honorable 
stains in war". 
HiPPOLYTUS. | 

Tt will not be necessary for us to consider in such de- 
tail the attitude expressed by Hippolytus, since we find him 
to be quite consistently in agreement with his master. His 
fundamental aversion to warlike activities in general is made 
clear by merely referring to some of the vivid figures he has 
used in describing them. we speaks, for example, of “Arioch, 
the captain of the King's ruard" as "the chief slaurhterer or 
cook", and explains that “1s occupation is 5 iwlder to that of 
the cook who slays all animals and cooks them. "The rulers of 
the world slay aaa butchering them like brute REE He 
also explains the wild beasts that lived under the tree in 
Nebuchadnezzar's dream, described in Daniel, as "the warriors 
and armies, which adhered to the king, carrying out what was 
commanded them, being ready like wild. beasts for making war 
and destroying, and for rending oe tte wild beasts." And 
again, one of the distinguishing characteristics of the Roman 
Empire, as the Fourth Beast and a Satanic imitation of the 


Christian Church, was its collection of warriors from all 
"F. 


re) 
countries in its preparation for ware The end and aim of 
1 4 2 
Commentary on D niel, 424: 2:36 SH18, 324: 8: 9 
3 


Ebid., 205240: 3. The Christian persecutions must be kept in 
mind in connection with Hippolytus' description of the Roman 


Empire. . 
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Christianity could’ hardly be more forcefully stated than when, 
afew lines further, he writes "The devil knows that the prayer 
of the saints produces peace for the atte 

Hippolytus, then was apparently bitterly opposed to the 
‘wiolence and bloodshed of warlike activities, and believed 
Christianity to he the ereat means to peace. Pigeuratively 
speaking, Christ was, for him, the peaceful opponent of ifs 
war-like anti-Christ. We shall shortly refer to certain com- 
pilations of Church laws in which, it seems to be reasonably 
assumed, we have Hippolytus' definite pronouncements concerning 
military service for Christians. Before passing to these other 
materials, however, we must note right here that Hippolytus, as 
Deven tial ava lesser writers of this early period, was not, 
from our point of view, wholly consistent in his attitude 
toward war. He, like others, in spite of bitter denunci ation Pre 
warlike activities, could recognize them as a method used by 
God himself. As examples of the passages in which he apparently 
regards war as ordained by Providence, we may cite his referen- 
ces to the apocalyptic wars--to the wars which he expected were 
to precede the Last =o St to his many comments upon his- 
torical wars, euch as the one gescribed in Daniel in which 
Michael is supposed to have been gent to war against oaths 


even more narticularly, his references to the Jewish war 


Commentary on 7,niel, TTI: 24: 7. Resides the passages above 
cited, Hippolytus describes in some detail the warlike char- 
acter and conduct of. the anti-Christ. See, for example, the 
references in the above cited commentary, +V: 49: 1ff. 


Commentary on Daniel, rf ee he A a 


abide, aV: 40: Se 
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and the destruction of Jerusalem in which he agreed that God 
had chosen war as His method of punishing the Jews for their 
rejection of and cruelty to Christ : “The Lord having come to 
them and not being acknowledged by them, they were scattered 

4 
throughout the whole world, having been cast out of their own 


land; and having been defeated by their enemies, they were 


thrust out of the city of Jerusalem, having become a source of 
2 


“hostile rejoicing to all the nations." 


This is perhaps the point at which we should briefly in- 
troduce certain collections of early Church laws, to which, by 
some means, tne name of wippolytus' has come to be attached. 
The so-called "Canons of Hippolytus" brine us face +o face with 
complicated literary problems which we shall make no effort to 
solve; out they contain certain regulations which bear so directs 
ly upon our subject that we cannot afford to pass them by 
without some attention. Knowing that Hippolytus was a learned 
Roman churchman who devoted some attention to ecclesiastical 
regulations, and wo produced at least one or two works dealing 
with such matters , we seen justified in concluding that he 
may be responsible for some of the materials found in the 
Canons which have come to bear his name. zt is, however, too 
much to say that Hippolytus is responsible for “hae complete 


compilation in the form in which we now have it ; or even that 


7 


cilities ANETTA TEAL AA ea 


Gee the argunent running throuchout his Demonstretion Against 
the Jews. Also his De AntiCnristo, XXX 
2 
_Commentary on Daniel, aV:, 58:5. 
a 
"Concerning Ministerial Gifts" and "Apostolic Tradition". 
4, 
Gee Don R.W.Conolly, Texts and Studies, Vis1: 4 (1916). 
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we can place accurately and certainly Wippolytus' contribution 
to any particular collection of such heutiiibed: 

Sinde we cannot here make any detailed study of the 
various dociments and their history; we shall perhaps do best 
to refer to Cadoux's conclusions, hich have apparently been 
reached after considerable investigation and which, in = 
light of what information we have, seem most reasonable. an 
his view, the problem may be outlined as follows: Three docu- 
ments are in question: (1) the Hippolytean Canons, "which can- 
not have come from Hippolytus as they stand, but must in any 
case have been heavily interpolated", (2) the Eeyptian Church- 
Order, "the contents of which closely resemble those of the 
Hippolytean Canons, and which is ugually assigned to the first 
half of the fourth century"; (3) The Testament of our Tord, 

"a Syrian or Cilician version of the same eeneral collection of 
rules, aktine avout the middle of the fourth century, Dut in 
some respects preserving Older aterial than either of the two 
last-named works". Cadoux has, for purposes of comparison, 
presented in tabular form the respective rerulations, on the 
subject of Thristians acting as macistrates and soldiers, found 
in the warious documents. ‘without -eproducing his table, ve 
may briefly summarize the results. Only The Testament of Our 
Lord is consistently rigorous in refusing baptism to soldiers 
and magistrates except on condition of their quitting their 
offices, and forbidding a Christian to become a soldier On 
pain of rejection. All the other documents introduce some sort 


of modification. The Ethiopic yersion of the Esyptian Church- 


For Cadoux's complete analysis of the nroblem, and his dis- 
cussion of the work of others with remard to it, see nis 
Early Christian Attitude Townrd War, pe 119-128. 
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Order seems to allow a soldier already received to remain as 
such in the Church, on condition that he kills no one; but im- 
mediately afterwards it croes back on this concession by re- 
Quiring a soldier amone the helievers to leave off or he re- 
jected. The Coptic version of the Eeryntian Chureh-Order first 
forbids the Christian soldier to kill men, .and then says that 
if he is conmanded to kill men, he is rot to +hrust himself 
forward; hut, Like The Testament, it refuses %o admit a magis- 
trate, and forhids the Christian to hecome a soldier on pain of 
rejection. The Hipnolvytean Cunons in one form forhid soldiers 
and maristrates-+o kill, even men commanded to do so, and pre=- 
scrihe wunarmedness for the latter; in the other form they first 
forovid the admission of magistrates and soldiers, and then ap= 
parently accept soldiers who have fought but who have neither 
used bad language nor worn garlands, and magistrates who are 
clothed with the adornment of justice. Cadoux's analysis of the 
documents is followed by the following conclusion: 


While we are unfortunately not able to extract with an 
confidence from this bevilderineg maze of contradictions and 
modifications the exact words of Hippolytos himself, or of 
the original rerulation, hy whomsoever it was framed, it is 
not very difficult to see wnat the provisions of that ori- 
ginal rerulation must rave heen. All that we know from 
other sources--and from the jrherent probabilities of the 
case--goes to show that the constant trénd of Christian 
thought on this and similar suestions was from strictness 
towards relaxation, from an almost complete abstention to an 
almost equally complete freedom to participate. An inci- 
dental confirmation of this view comes from the Apostolic 
Constitutions, which are certainly later than the Eryptian 
Churek-Order and almost certainly later than the other to 
documents we have heen dealine with. in those Constitutions 
me can see that the movement towards leniency has sot still 
further, and a71 that is resuired of a soldier applyine for 
Church-memhersvnip is that ve ahall winfliet injury on no 
one, make no false accusation, and be content with the pay 
wiven to him', This is af course simply 7 revetition of the 
nrecents of sTohn the Rantist, and clearly does not impo ly 
that soldier-candidates would have to leave the army. We 
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shall therefore not so far wronr in seekine for the original 
terms of Hippolytos' Church-Order in the most strineent of 
the requirements still emhedded in the documents as we have 
them. As the demand for a relaxation of this strinrency 
made itself felt, the terms of the oririnal would he little 
hy little abbreviated, added to, or otherwise modified, so 
as ta vrovide loopholes in favour of a laxer nolicyv. Hence 
mould arise that weird mixture of inconsistent permissions 
ana nrohihbitions whien wives such a curious annearance of 
wacillation to most of the axistine codes. Te oniv one of 
them which has kept the fl) strictness--woether or “o in 
the actual words--of the oririnal is The Testament of our 
Tord, which dates in its present form from the middle of 
the fourth century or a little later, and arose amone the 
conservative Christians of Syria or south-enstern Asia Minor. 
The substance of that oririnal reculation must have heen 
that a soldier or a magistrate who wielded the power of the 
sword could not be admitted by baptism to membership in the 
Christian Church, unless he had first resigned his military 
or quasi-military callings, that if a catecnumen or aA hnantized 
Christian became a soldier, he must sive it up or else suffer 
exclusion from the Church, and that similarly a mere desire 
on his part to hecome a soldier, showing, 2s it was thoucht, 
contempt for God, must he relinquished on pain of rejection 
or excommunication. 

1 


Knowing the ceneral attitude of Tipnolvtus, 2s well as that of 
his master, Tertullian, toward warlike activities, we are in- 
clined to arree with Cadoux that his contribution, so far as 
we have it embodied in these documents, would most likely he 
represented »by the most rirorous rerulations. And, when we 
look hack over the history of tre Chriatian attitude toward 
Christian militory service in the earlier centuries, we feel 
that Cadoux is essentially correc* in describing the reneral 
tendency as 2 sradual ghiftine from strictness to laxity. How- 
ever this distinct change of attitude does not apvear until 
after the close of the period with which we are concerned in the 
present study. The most general and authoritative Christian 


attitude toward_the bearing of arms was, as we shall see, Up 
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Early Christian Attitude Toward war, 124-26. 
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to the time of Constantine, one of discouragement, and even 


prohibition; after that came permission, soon to be followed 
by official encouragement. 


ORsGHN. 


Let us now turn to Origen, another one of the Alexandrian 
2 
fathers , and the writer who may fairly be rerarded 78 the most 


Jearned ond advanced thinker of this early period of the Church. 
To berin our study of this writer we may select a vassare in 
which he deals snecifically with the necessary Christian atti- 
tude toward war: 


Ana to those who inauire of us whence we come, or who is 
our founder, we reply that we are come, arreeanly to the 
counsels of Jesus, to 'cut down our hostile and insolent 
wordy swords into plouehshares, and to convert into prunine- 
hooks the snears formerly emploved in war.’ For we no lonrer 
take up ‘sword arainst nation’, nor do we ‘learn war any 
more't, havine hecome children of neace, for the sake of 
Jesus, who is our leader, instead of those whom ovr fathers 
followed, amonm whom we were 'stranrers to the covenant’, 
and havine received 9 law, for whieh ve give thanks to Him 
that rescued us from the error of our WaVvSe 

3 


in many references +o various Christian teachings Orimen makes 


* 


it quite clear that the very nature of Christianity is peaceful 
and fundamentally opposed to any violent or warlike activities. 
Applying the Gospel teachings rerardine non-resistence and 
treatment of enemies, he wrote: 


However, if we must refer briefly to the difference hetween 
the constitution which was riven to the Tews of old by “Moses, 
and that which the Christians, under the direction of 


Christ's teaching, wish now to establish, we would observe 


a 


The works of Origen with which we are dealing date between 
225 and 250 A.D. 


2 : 
Oriren nay be considered the successor of Clement of Alexandria. 


3 
Apainst Celsus, 7: XX%aas. 
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violence or rebellion, he further contrasts it with Judaism : 


a At 


that it must be imnossible for the Jerislation of Woses, 
taken literally, to varmonize with the calline of the Gen- 
tiles, and with their subjection to the Roman rovernment; 
and on the other hand, it would be impossible for the Jews 
to preserve their civil economy unchanred, supposine that 
they should embrace the Gospel, For Christians could not 
slay their enemies, or condemn to he hurned or stoned, as 
Moses commands, those who had hroken the law, and were therg- 
fore condemned as deservine of these punishments; since the 
Jews themselves, however desirous of carrying out their law, 
are not ahle to inflict these nunisrmernts. Rut in the case 
of the arcient Jews, who had a land and a form of sovernment 
of their own, to take from them the rirht of making war 
wnon their enemies, of firhtine for their country, of »ut- 
tine to denth or otherwise nunishine adulterers, murderers, 
or others who were cuilty of gimilar crimes, wou'd be to 
subject them to sudden and utter destruction wenever the 
enemy fell upon them; for their very laws would in that case 
restrain them, and prevent them from resistine the enenye 

1 


In attempting to prove that Christianity was incapahle of 
2 


if a revolt had led to the formation of the Christian com- 
monwealth, so that it derived its existence in this way 
from that of the Jews, who were permitted to take up arms in 
defence of the members of their families, and to stay their 
enemies, the Christian Laweiver would not have altogetner 
forbidden the putting of men to death; and yet He nowhere 
teaches that it is risht for Wis ow disciples to offer 
wiolence to any one, however wicked. For He did not deem it 
in keepine with such lavs 48 Wis, which were derived from a 
divine source, to allow the killine of any individual what= 
ever. Nor would the Christians, nad they owed their origin 
to a revellion, have adopted laws of so exceedinely mild a 
character as not to allow them, when it was their fate to be 
slain as sheep, on any occasion to resist their persecutors. 

3 


had already explained the necessary oreparation for the in- 


troduction of this neaceful faitn: 


Richteousness has arisen in wis (Jesus) davs, and there is 
abundance of neace, which took its commencement :-at His birth, 
fod nranarine the nations for His teachine, that they might 
he under one prince, the kine of the Romans, and that it 
misht not, owine to the want of union amone the nations, . 
caused ody the existence of many kingdoms, ve more difficult 


+ 


for the apostles of Jesus to accomplish *ne task enjoined 


Against Celsus, XXVa. 


=t will be noted, however, that Origen recognized the ethical 
values found in Old Testament and pagan eonduct. See, for ex- 
ample, Against Celsus, Vii: XXV or Vara: XXXV. an this step 
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ynon them hv their Master, when He said, "Go and teach all 
nations." Moreover it is certain that Jesus was born in the 
reien of Aucustus, who, so +o speak, fused torether into one 
monarchy the many populations of the earth. Now the exist- 
ence of many Kingdoms would have been a hindrance to the 
spread of the doctrine of yesus throurhout the entire world; 
not only for the reasons mentioned, but also on account of 
the necessity of men everywhere eneacing in war, and fiehtine 
on behalf of their native country, which was the case before 
the times of Ausustus, and in periods still more remote, 

when necessity arose, as when the Peloponnesians and Atnen- 
jans warred against each other, and other nations in like 
manner, How, then, was it possible for the Gospel doctrine | 
of peace, which does not permit ven to take venreance even 
upon enemies, to prevail throughout the world, unless at 

the eavent of resus a milder spirit had been everywhere in- 
troduced into the conduct of things? 


| 
‘Arain in speakine of the Christian attitude toward persecutors 


he made apylication of the teachines of Fesus: 


We who are followers of the word of Jesus, and have exer= 
cised ourselves in thinkine, and. sayine, and doine what is 
in harmony with,His words, ‘When reviled, bless; hbeine per- 
secuted, we suffer it; heine defamed, we entreat'; and we 
would not utter 'all manner of thines shameful to he spoken’ 
arainst those who have adopted different opinions from ours, 
but, if nossihle, use every exertion to raise them to a het- 
ter condition throush adherence to the Crestor alone, and 
Jerd them to nerform every act as those who wil’? one day be 
judred, And if those who hold different ovinions will not be. 
convinced, we observe the injunction laid down for the treat- 
ment of such: 'A man that is a heretic, after the first and 
second admonition, reject, knowing that he thot is such is 
subverted, and sinnet”, heine condemned of himself.' More- 
over, we who know the maxim, ‘Blessed are the meek', would 
not regard with hatred the corrupters of Christianity, nor 
term those who had fallen into error Circes and flattering 

v deceiverse 


2 
And Jesus himself had in a striking instance demonstrated the 


use of these teachines when he meekly surrendered himself to the 


@ was probably anea 
time--and even later. 
3 

Aeainst Celsus, 124: Was. The benrine ef all these cuotations 
uvon the matter of versecution and narticipation in the dis= 
pensing of Jéenl justice, as well as upon revolt, treatment of 
enemies, ™ilitary service, etc. is, of course, avite clear. 


1 

Against Celsus, 44: XXX « 
m 2 
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efficials and “even to Him who wished to help Him, ard who 
smote the hich priest's servant, and cut off his esr, He sid: 


‘Put up thy sword into its sheath: for ali they who draw the 
1 
sword shall perish hy the swora',"™ 


Coming more specifically now to the matter of military 
service, we find, in the first place, that nrirer expressed his 
weneral estimate of the military profession when he told Gre- 
gory that "the military vrofecsiom, +o wit, and the juridical, 
and the studv of the laws---are the objects that enervote us, 
when we despise that reason which oucht to he the ia master 
within ee But in the eirhth hook of his refutation of Celsvus 
he sets forth in a most detailed and complete way his whole.ar- 
gument in favor of what he considered to be the proper Christian 
position, so far as it concerned military service and certain 
other state offices which he believed must remain closed to the 
loyal Christian. +e began by attemptine to meet the arrument, 
that if all refused military service and magisterial vositions, 


as the Christians did, the Emperor would be deserted and the 


Empire would f911 under the sway of the harbarians: 


On this supnosition, the Enveror will not he left alone! 
or 'deserted', nor witl ‘the worla'td affairs fal? into the 
hands of the most tawless and savare parbarians'. For if, 
as Celsus s2ys, ‘all were to do the same as' 1 do, clearly 
the barbarians 2180, comins to the Word of God, will be most 
law-abiding and mild; and every religious worship will ve 
abolished, and that alone of the Christians will hold sway;: © 
and indeed, one day it.shall alone hold sway, the Word ever 
takine possession of more and more eed 


And in the next chapter: 


As the auestion started is, 'What would hapven if the Ro- 
mans were persuaded *0 adopt tne principles of the Chr ist- 
jans, +o desvise the duties paid to the recognized sods and 
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After an allusion to the Jewish war, to which we shall refer 


to men, and to worship the Most Hien?! this is my answer to 
the auestion. We say that tif two' of us ‘shall arree on 
earth as touchine anything tuat they shall ask, it shall be 
done for them of the Father! of the just, ‘which is in 
heaven'; for God rejoices in the arreement of rational be- 
ines, and turns away from aiscord,. And whet are we to ex- 
pect, if not only 2 very few arree, as at present, but the 
whole of the empire of Rome? For they will pray to the Word, 
who of old said to the Hebrews, when they were pursued by 
the Eryptians, 'The Lord shall fieht for you, and ye shall 
hold your peace'; and if they all unite in prayer with one 
accord, they will he arle to nut to flisht far more enemies 
than those wno were discomfited hy the prayer of Moses when 
he cried to the Lord, and of those who prayed with hin. 

1 


t 


later, he continues: 


But if all the Romans, according to the supposition of 
Celsus, embrace the Christian faith, they will, when they 
pray, overcome their enemies; or rather, they wil) not war at 
all, being vuarded hy that divine nower whieh promised to 
save five entire cities for the sake of fifty just nersons. 
For men of God are assuredly the salt of the earth: they 
preserve the order of the world; and society is held to- 
gether as lone as the salt is uncorrupted. 


After devotine some space to a discussion of the nrosvective 
vietory of Christianity, ve returns asain to Celsus'! insistence 
that the Christians should serve the state by acceptine fovern= 


ment vositions and joining the army: 


=n the next place, Celsus urmes MS 'to help the kine with 
all our mieht, and to lahour with him in the maintenance of 
justice, to fight for him; and if he reouires it, to fisht 
under him, or lead an army slione with him!’. To this our 
answer is, that we do, when occasion requires, sive help to 
kings, and that, so to say, & divine help, ‘putting on the 
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Against Celsus, Viis: LXsX. Later we shall have occasion to 
point out various inconsistencies in Origen's nosition .« 4” 
that connection, it may he noted nere that Origen has heen de- 


clared inconsistent in 1s willineness to pray for the Emper- 
or's soldiers, when he would not firht with them. Peryans 
Cadoux is risht here, however, when he states that "One who 
thinks it wrong to fight may well recognize trat one of two 
warring parties is hetter than the other ana may wish that, 
while neither is acting in a Christian way, one may prevail 
rather than..the other: and if the wish is legitimate, so too 
may be the prayer *or the fulfilment of that wish." (Barly 
Christien Attitude Toword War, De 293). 


Probably the true Christian would not pray for a particular 
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Celsus 2lso urres us +o 'take office in the rovernment of” 
the country, if that is required for the maintenance of the 
laws and the support of religion’. Rut we recognize in each 
state the existence of nother national orgeormization, founded 
by the Word of God, and we exhort those who are mienty in 
word and of blameless life to rule over Churches.---And it is 
not for the nurnose of escaninre nuhblie duties that Christians 
decline public offices, but. that they may reserve themselves 
for a diviner and more necessary service in the Church of 
God--for the salvation of. mene 

1 
Throughout this argument, it should be noted, Origen not only : 


indicatessthat the proper Christian attitude sould he one of 


aversion to military service, but actually. assumes that to he 


the common attitude of Christians known to him. in the face of 


. 


Celsus' challenge, he frankly states: "We do not serve as sol- 


diers with the Emperor, even thoueh he require it.---Christians 
2 
avoid such things." in place of denvine the p2gan's charge, 


this learned father accepts it as true, even in his day, and 
then attempts to justify the refusal to render military service 
by insisting that the Christian renders a much more valuable, 


if less conspicuous, servece. We shal’ refer tc: other aspects 
‘ ° * 


= eeeeeAe. 


1 
Against Celsus, Viasat TXXizz:LXXV. In connection with his 
feeling that Christians should not hold public office, and also 
that the maintenance of a state and government made it impos- 
sible for the Jews to accept the principles of Jesus (quota- 
tions brinsing out this noint will he given later in our paper- 
Gee Acrinst Celsus, Viz: xxvz), if is interesting +o note his 
statement regarding the question whether 4 persecuting movern-= 
ment is included in the question of the sense in which the 
earthly judge is God's servant. (Comnentary on Romans, 4X? 
XNViii). He observes that the Apostolic Decree in Acts XV: 23f, 
28f., does not forbid murder, adultery, theft, sodony, etce 
it might seem therefore that these are permitted. "But nenold 
the ordinance of the Hoty Spirit! Since indeed other crimes 
are punished by secular laws, ‘end ?t seemed superfluous that 
those which are sufficiently embraced by: human law should now 
be forbidden by a divine law, He decrees those alone concerninse 
which the human law nad said nothing and which seem +o pertain 
to religion. - Whence it appears that the earthly judge fulfils 
a very large part of the law of God. For 911 the crimes whioh 
God wished to be punished, He wished to be punished not by the 
Jenders and rulers of the churches, put by the earthly jude, 
> and Paul, knowine this, rigntly names him God's servant and an 
4 avenger acainst him ‘tho does what is evel.----We have seen that 
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ef the argument before we conclude our discussion of Origen; but 
jet us now turn to other passages in which the great Alexandrian 


refers to our subject. 


B : 
As we have studied the works of the various writers of the 


early Church, we have found that, without exception, the Scrip- 
tural references +0 wars and wiolence have constituted a source 
of serious difficulty. The eorliest authors apparently failed 
to even recognize any inconsistency in the attitude of the 
Christian who, upon the basis of Jesus' teachinres, rejected all 
warlike activities and yet accepted, without question, the Olé 
Testament or apocalyptic allusions to war. The heretic, Mer- 
cion, 28 "e have noted, was probably one of the first to feel 
any necessity for an explanh*ion of the discrepancy of views im 
wolved. Tertullian, it wil! be recalled, attempted to meet part 
ef the difficulty vy indicating Jesus! disarming of Peter as the — 
point at which the Christian's attitude toward warlike activi- 
ties must shift: since it was apparently here that divine sane- 
tion was replaced by Christ's prohibition. Tertullian's posi- 


tion, however, we found to be untenable from the point of view 


ef logical consistency. And again in the case of Origen, who 


‘was in so many ways advanced far beyond gcnolars of his period, 


we find that, in spite of another attempt to overcone the dif- 
ficulty, the unresolved contradiction rem7ins conspicuous in 

any summary of his positione in spite of his learning and in- 
tellect, ne, like others, lacked the key to.the solution of the 


difficulty--"further advance was impossible without the more 

he Holy Spirit has given a place in “any Tings +o human Lawe" 
References *o the subject are found also in Against Celsus, 

To ris DRY; EVs LXER; Viz: LX. 

a . ; 
Origen is undoubtedly speaking extravagantly heres, #2558 ne 
must have knovn o* the increasing numbers 01 Christians se¢r- 
vying in the armies and in covernnent positions in various parts 


of the emptree 17 fact he admits 28 much in other passagese a 
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odern ideas of the part played by man's subjective conditions 
in the determination of human duty and the consequent necessity 
of a progressive, ise. a changing, revelation of the divine 
Will". 

The military netaphor Origen used not only as a striking 
Literary device, Dut also as a tool of interpretation. He felt 
the conception of Christian livine as a spiritual warfare to be 
the necessary key for unlocking the real values of the Old 
Testament, which when literally interpreted contained so much 
that was out of harmony with Christian teachings. Referring 


to the wars recorded in Joshua he wrote: 


=f those carnal wars did not carry @ fievre of spiritual 
wars, the hooks of Jewish history would, i believe, never 
nave been handed dom by the apostles as fit to be read in 


the churches by the disciples of Christ, who came *o teach 
peace. 


1 


We find many references to this irterpretation throughout the 


' Pd 
works of Origen, especially the exegetical passagese He was 


certain that, though 2a special insi¢nt is necessary +o enanle 


= 


one to interpret these passages correctly, "strangely enough, 


by means of the history of wars and of conquerors and of the: 
: * 


Homilies on Joshua, X¥. For a strikine example of Orieen's use 
of the military metaphor in his writing one ay refer to De 
Principiis, 221: 21: 5-6-6 We follows the figure with an ex~ 
planation that it is not to be literally interpreted. "Nor are 
we indeed *o suppose that sturreles of this kind are carried 
on by the exercise of bodily strength, and of the arts of the 
arestling school; but spirit contends ‘with spirit according to 
the declaration of Paul, that our struggle is acainst prinei- 
palities, and powers, and the rulers of the darnkess of this 
: world." For further examples see Against Celsus, Wii: XXsff., 
De Principiis, s¥: XY’, XXiV, or De Oratione, Kora: t2:ff., 
or Eas V: 1Ve 
2 
Harnack, in his Militia Christi,has coll 
sages from Origen's exegetical works. (Se 
99-104). . 
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conquered, certain mysteries are made clear to those that are 
‘ 1 
able to test them." 


in spite of his great confidence and frequent reference to 
allegorical interpretation, however, Origen possessed a histori- 
@al sense which, as already indicated, led him sometimes to 


abandon it, and to accept a literal meaning of many passages 
which we cannot reconcile with the spirit of Christianity. For 
an example of his combination of literal and figurative inter- 
pretation, leaving him finally in an indefinite position-- 
contradicting himself--we may follow one of his arguments a- 
gainst Celsus, which leaves us uncertain as to just where the 
one interpretation and where the other is to be applied. Celsus 
had challenged the Christians by declaring the Old Testament 
promises of wealth and doninion and rules for the comuct of war 
to be contradictory to the princi ples set forth by Jesus. 
Origen answers vy declaring that the old precepts are to be 
interpreted spiritually, and proceeds +o point out that ordinary 
intelligence, as.well as history, indicates that a literal un- 
derstanding was never intended: i 


Celsus adds: "Will they not besides make this reflection? 
sf the prophets of the God of the Jews foretold that he who 
should come into the world would be the Son of this same God, 
how could he command them through Moses to gather wealth, to 
extend their dominion to fill the earth, to put their enemies 
of every age to the svord, and destroy them utterly, which 
indeed he himself did--as Mos¢s says--threntening them, more- 

‘- over, that if they did not obey his commands, he would treat 
them as his avowed enemies; whilst, on the other hand, his 
Son, the man of Nazareth, promulgated laws quite opposed to 
these, declaring that no one can come to the Father who 
loves power, or riches, or glory; that men ought not to be 
more careful in providing food than the ravens; that they. 
were to be lessconcerned about their raiment than the 11]1¢8; 
that to him who has given them one blow, they should offer 
to receive another? Whether is it Moses or Jesus who teaches 


STINE 2 ae a eee amma ance amar Tang 


De Principiis, 4V: iV. <n connection with this statement see 
_ De Principiis, zV: z: 9, in which he criticizes the use made 
of allesorical interpretation by some other Christians. - 
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falsely? Did the Father, When he sent Jesus, forget the come 
mands which he had given to MYses? Or did he change his 
mind, condemn his ow laws, and send forth a messenger with 
counter instructions?" Celsus, with all his boasts of uni- 
versal knowledse, has here fallen into the most vulgar of 
errors, in supposing that in the law and the prophets there 
is not a meaning deeper than that afforded by a literal ren- 
dering of the words. He does not see now manifestly incred- 
ible it is that worldly riches should be promised to those 
who lead upright lives, when it is a matter of common ob- 
servation that the best of men have lived in extreme poverty. 
Indeed, the prophets themselves, wno for the purity of their 
lives received the Divine Spirit, "wandered about in sheep- 

* @kins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, and tor- 
mented: they wandered in deserts, and in mountains and in 
dens and caves of the earth." For, as the Psalmist says, 
"many are the afflictions of the righteous." if Celsus had 
read the writings of Moses, he would, i daresay, have sup-~ 
posed that when it is said to him who kept the law, "tnou 
shalt lend unto many nations, and thou thyself shalt not bor 
row", the promise is made to the just man, that his temporal 
riches sniould be so abundant, that he would he ahle to lend 
not only to the Jews, not only to two or three nations, but 
"to many nations". What, then, must have been the wealth 
which the just man received according to_the law for his 
righteousness, if he could lend to many nations? And mus % 
we not suppose also, in accordance with this interpretation, 
that the just man would never oorrow anything? For it is 
written, "and thou shalt thyself borrow nothing". Did then 
that nation remin for so long a period attached to the ré= 
ligion which was taught by MOses, whilst, according to the 
supposition of Celsus, they saw themselves 80 grievously de- 
ceived by that lawsiver? For nowhere is it said of any one. 
that he wasso rich as to lend to many nations. it is not to 
be believed that they would have fought so zealously in de- 
fence of a law whose promises had proved glaringly false, if 
they understood them in the sense which Celsus rives to them 
Ana if any one should say that the sins which are recorded to 
have been committed by the people are a proof that they de- 
spised the lav, doubtless from the feeling that they had deen 
deceived by it, we may reply that we have only to'read the 

, history of the times in order to find it shown that the whole 
people, after having done that which was evil in the sight 
of the Lord, returned afterwards to their duty, and to the 
religion prescribed by the law. 

a 


Later in the progress of his argument Origen admits that the 
law must be understood in a literal as well as a figurative 
sense, and he attempts to explain how one is to judge as to the 
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Against Celsus, Var: XVitae 
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proper interpretation; but his explanation b ecomes so vague and 
involved as to really amount to an admission of his own con- 
fusion and inconsistency. The argument which covers several 
chapters is much too long to be quoted in full here; for our 
purposes a few selections must suffice: 


Judge, then from the words and spirit of the speaker, 
whether it is conceivable that, after having in the preceding 
part of the Psalm, uttered the noblest thoughts and purposes, 
he should in the sequel, according to the literal rendering 
of his words, say that in the morning, and at no other period 
of the day, he would destroy all sinners from the earth, and 
leave none of them alive, and that he would slay every one 
in Jerusalem who did iniquity. Ana there are many similar 
expressions to be found in the law, as this, for example: 

"We left not anything alive." 

Celsus adds, that it was foretold to the yews, that if they 
dia not obey the law, they would be treated in the same way 
as they treated their enemies; and then he quotes from the 
teaching of Christ some precepts which he considers contrary 
to those of the law, and uses that as an areument against UB. 
But before proeweeding to this point, we must speak of that 
which precedes. We hold, then, that the law has a twofold 
sense,--the one literal, the other sapiritual,--as has been 
shown by some before US. Of the first or literal sense it is 
said, not by us, put by God, speaking in one of the prophets, 
that "the statutes are not good, and the judgments are not 
good"; whereas, taken in a spiritual sense, the same orophet 
makes God say that “His statutes are good, and His judgments 
good". Yet evidently the prophet-is not saying things which 
are contradictory of each other. Paul in like manner sayS, 
that “the letter killeth, and the spirit giveth life", mean- 
ing by “the letter" the literal sense, and by "the spirit" 
the sbiritual sense of Scripture. We may therefore find in 
Paul, as well as in the prophet, apparent contradictions e---- 

When, then, the letter of the law promises riches to the 
just, Celsus may follow the letter which killeth, and under- 
stand it of worldly riches, which dlind men; but we say that 
jt refers to those riches which enlighten the eyes, and which 
enrich a man “in all utterance and in all knowledge" e----- Ard 
what has been said of riches applies to dominion, in regard 
to which it is said, "The just man shall chase a thousand, 
and two put ten thousand to Flizetetd-<F-ts" 

<f i must now explain how the just man "slays his enemies", 
and prevails everywhere, it is to be observed that, when he 
says, "Every morning will z destroy the wicked of the land, 
that i may cut off ‘all workers of iniquity from the city of 
Jehovah", by. "the land" he means the flesh whose lusts are 
at enmity with God; and by "the dty of Jehovah" he designates 
his own goul, in which was the temple of God, containing the 
true idea and conception of God, which makes it tocpeyase 
mired by all who look upon it. Ags goon, éhen, as the rays of 
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the Sun of righteousness shine into his soul, feeling strenge 
thened and inviea ated by their influence, he sets himself to 
destroy all the lusts of the flesh, which are called "the 


wieked of the land", and drives out of that city of the Lord 
which is in his soul all thoughts which work iniguity, and 
all suerestions which are opposed to the truth. And in this 
way also the just sive up to destruction all their enemies, 
which are their vices, so that they donot spare even the 
children, that is, the early beginnines and vromptings of 
evil.: in this sense also we understand the language of -the 
127th Psalm: "O daughter of Babylon, who art to be destroy- 
ed;' happy snail he be that rewardeth thee as thou has served 
us: happy shall he be that taketh and dasheth thy little ones 
against the stones."--~-God may therefore have commanded men 
to destroy all their vices utterly, even at their birth, 
without having enjoined anything contrary to the teaching of 
Christ; and we may Himself nave destroyed before the eyes of 
those who were “Jews inwardly" all the offsprinf of evil as 
His enemies. And, in like manner, those who disobey the 

law and word of God may well be compared to His enemies led 
astray by sin; and they may well be said to suffer the same 
fate as they deserve who have proved traitors to the truth of 
Gode ‘ 

From what has been said, it is clear then that resus, “the 
man of Nazareth", did not promulgate laws opposed +o those 
Jeet CONSIST C e-em es nT rr Tore 

Celsus then extracts from the Gospel the precept, "To him 
who strikes thee once, thou shalt offer thyself to be struck 
again", although without giving any passage from the Old 
Testament which he considers opposed to it. On the one hand, 
we know that "it was said to them in old time, An eye for an 
eye, and a tooth for a tooth"; and on the other, we have 
read, “a say unto you, Whoever shall smite thee on the one 
cheek, turn to him the other alsoe" Rut as there is reason 
to believe that Celsus produces the objections which he has 
neard from those who wish to make a difference between the 
God of the Gospel and the God of the law, we must say in re- 
ply, that this precept, “Whosoever shall strike thee on the 
one cheek, turn to him the other", is not unknown jn the 
Ol@er Scriptures. For tus, in the ramentations' of Jere- 
miah, it is said, "Zt is good for a man that he bear the 
yoke in his youth: he sitteth alone, and keepeth gilence, be 
cause he nath borne it wpon him. He siveth his cheek to him 
that smiteth him; he is filled full with reproach." There is 
no discrepancy, then, between the God of the Gospel and the 
God of the law, even when we take literally the precept re- 
garding the blow on the face. Som then, we infer that 
neither "Jesus nor Moses has taught falsely." The Fatner in 
sending Jesus did not "forget the commands which He had 
siven to Moses": He did not "change His mind, condemn His 
own laws, and send by His messenger counter instructions". 

However, if we must refer briefly to the difference between 
the constitution which was given to the Jews of old by Muses 
and that which the Ghristians, under the direction of Christ 
teaching, wish now to establish, we would observe that it 
must be impossible for the lesislation of Moses, taken liter 
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ally, to harmonize with the calling of the Gentiles, and with 
their subjection to the Roman government; and on the other 
hand, it would be impossible for the Jews to preserve their 
civil economy unchanged, supposing that they should embrace 
the Gospel. For Christians could not slay their enemies, or 
condemn to be Durned or stoned, as Moses commands, those who 
had broken the law, and were therefore condemned as deserving 
of these punishments; since the Jews themselves, however 
desirous of carryine out their law, are not able to .inflict 
these punishments. But in the case of the ancient Jews, 
who had a land and a form of government of their own, to 
take from them the right of making war upon their enenies, 
of fighting for their country, of putting to death or other- 
wise punishing adulterers, murderers, or others who were 
guilty of similar crimes, woulda be to subject them to sudden 
and utter destruction whenever the enemy fell upon them; for 
their very laws would in that case restrain them, and pre- 
vent them from resisting the enemy. And that same provi- 
dence which of old gave the law, and has now given the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ, not wishine the Jewish state to con- 
tinue lonrer, has destroyed their city and their temple ; it 
has aholished the worship which was offered to God in that 
temple hy the sacrifice of wietims, and other ceremonies 
which He had prescribed. And as it has destroyed these 
things, not wishine that they should longer continue, in 
like manner it has extended day by day the Christian reli- 
gion, so that it is now preached everywhere with holdness, 
and that in spite of the numerous obstacles which oppose 
the spread of Christ's teachine of the world. But since it. 
was the purpose of God that the nations should receive the 
henefits of Christ's teaching, all the devices of men against 
Christians have been brourht to nousht; for the more that 
kines and rulers, and peoples have persecuted them every~ 
where, the more have they increased in number and grown in 
strensth. 
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=n the course of this argument Orieen first declares that the 
precepts and vromises of the Taw were never intended to be lit- 


erally understood. At tre same time, he recomnizes a literal 


as well as a spiritual meanings: the Jews understood the lays 


permitting them to punish offenders and to fieht arainst their 


enemies literally, and this concession was actually necessary 


_to the preservation of their nation. But he argues further 
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be taken literally, and then even roes on to cite the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem as vroof that God did not desire the Jewish 
State to continue its existence. His conclusion, from this 
inconsistent attempt to allerorize certein portions of the 
Scriptures which disarree with Christian teachines and to cite 
other passares which taken literally he believed to be in 
harmony with the new Law, is that the God of Moses and the 

God of Jesus Christ is the same God whose various teachings or 
precepts contain no inconsistencies or disarreements. 

While the above argument of Orireen probably sets in 
clearest light the lack of consistency in his vosition , it is + 
by no means the only place in his writines at which it appearse 
We have quoted earlier in this paper passares in which he points 
out simnificant contrasts hetween the old Law and the new one 
by which the followers of Christ are to be suided; yet he de- 
clares here that no such a@iscrepancies are to he abt vac tile 
an several of the passages already auoted he made it perfectly 
clear that Christianity was 4 religion of peace, that its God 
was a God of peace, and that any Scriptural ellusions which 
might appear to attribute to Him a warlike charecter or to 
place His sanction woon war were to be spiritually interpreted. 
And, as we have seen, he eoes into some detail in demonstrating 
his method of interpretation. “Yet he does not hesitate to state 
that God directs the defeats of nations in war, that tre punish- 
ead the Jews by directing the destruction of Jerusalem and the 


eee 


uy 

=<t is of course clear that Oricen regards as of equal ethical 

value 91) varts of the Ola Testament. He recognizes the aif- 
ference hetween certain precepts recorded in the prophets and 
in Deuteronomy, for examnle, to such. an extent that he fectam 
the one is to be unauestionanly literally interpreted white the 
other must in seneral be allesorized=--but the idea of a pro- 


MEA sressive development in the canception of the Divine ethical 
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defeat of their nation, and even that He deliherately places the 
Christians under persecution, We may cite here only a very few 
of the many passares of this nature, 


One of the things which prove that Jesus was some thins 
divine and sacred is the fect that calamities of such sreat- 
ness and such quality have on his account hefolien the Jews 
now for a lone tine. And we say holdly that they will not 
be restored. For they committed a crime the nost unhallowed 
of all, in plotting arainst the Saviour of the race of men 
in the city where they offered to God the appointed symbols 
of creat mysteries. st was needful, therefore, that that 
city, where Jesus suffered these thines, shouldbe alto- 
gether destroyed, and that the race of Jews should he over= 
thrown, and that God's invitation to happiness should he 
transferred to others,--the Christians, z mean, to whom has 
come the doctrine of a pure and holy worship, and who have 
obtained new laws, in harmony with the eatahlished constitu- 
tion in 211 countries; seeing those which were formerly im- 
posed, as on a sinele nation which was ruled hy vrinces of. 
its own race and of similar manners, could not now he ob- 
served in 211 their entireness. 


1 


Again: x 
The city, in which: the neople of the Jews asked that Jesus 
should be crucified, s2yins: "crucify, crucify him"--for 
they preferred that the robber who had heen cast into vrison 
for sedition and murder should he relessed, but that Jesus, 
who had heen handed over throuch envy, should he crucitised-< 
after no lone time was attacked, and was hesiered for a lone 
time in such a sort that it was overthrown from the founda- 
tions and laid waste, God judging those who inhabited that 
place unworthy of civic life. And--though it seems 2 strange 
thing to say--when God honded them over to their enemies, 
He was sparing them, for He saw that they were incurable so 
far as any change for the hetter was concerned and that they 
Mere daily increasing in their outpour of evil. + And this 
napnened because by their desien the blood of Jesus was shed 
upon their land, which was consequently no longer able to 
hear those who had dared to commit such a Grime against 
Jesuse 
2 


character never occurred to nime 


2 

Compare, for example, Apninst Celsus Vir: XX or tna: Vil wim 
Wary “BVidils « 

1 

Aéainst Celsus, iV: ‘Xia. 

2 

Swid., sV: UXXsa5. 
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sf the Jews, then, after treating Jesus in the way they 
dared were destroyed with all their youth, and had their city 
burned, they did not suffer this as the result of any other 
wrath than that which they had stored up for themselves, 
God's judemert’ against them having heen. passed hy God's ap- 
pointment, and being named wrath according to a certain an- 
cestral custom of the Hebrews. 

1 


st is interesting to note, in connection with the ahove pas- 
sare, that Celsus, true to his vrinciple of firurative inter- 


pretation of Scripture, tells us that: 


When we read either in the Old Testament or in the New of 
the anrer of God, we do not take such expressions literally, 
but seek in them a sniritual meaning, that we may think of 
God as He deserves to be thought of. 

2 


And in another place he points out that: 


Althourh God, who preserves the free-will of each indivi- 
dual, may make use of the evil of the wicked for the adminis- 
tration of the world, so disposing them as to conduce to the 
benefit of the whole; yet, notwithstandine, such an indivi- 
dual is deserving of censure, and as such has been appnointed 
for a use, which is a subject of loathinre to each separate 
individual, althourh of advantace to the whole community. 

3 


And,emphasizing his helief that God coverned the defeat of the 


Jews and the destruction of Jerusalem, he arwues concerning the 


. 


true cause for the punishments: 


Now this writer (Josephus), although not helievine in Jess 
as the Christ, in seeking after the cause of the fll of 
Jerusalem and the destruction of the temple, whereas he ourht 
to have said that the conspiracy against Jesus was the cause 
of these calamities befalling the people; since they nut to 
death Christ, who was a prophet, says nevertheless--heinr, 
althourh areinst his will, not far from the truth--that these 
disasters hnapnened to the Jews as a punishment for the death 
of James the Just, who was 4 mnrother of Jesus (celled Christ) 
--the Jews having put him to death, althourh he was 2 man 
most distinevished for his justice.----af, then, he says 
that it was on account of Tames that the desolation of Jeru- 
galem was made to overtake the Jews, now shoud it not be 


a 
Against Celsus, 4: LXXiaa 
De Principiis, s1: iV: 4- 


i .3 ; 
- Against Gelsus, 2¥: LXX and LXXss. 
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more in accordance with rercson +0 sav that if happened on 
account of. the death of Jesus Christ, of whose divinity so 
many Churches are witnesses, composed of those who have heen 
converted from a flood of sins, and who have joined them- 
delves to the Creator, and who refer al1l,their actions to 
His ood pleasure. 

1 


Even the sufferings of the Christians conforms to God's will: 


When God cives to the tenvoter permission to persecute us, 
then we suffer versecution; and when God wishes us to he 
free from suffering, even in the midst of a world that hates 
us, we enjoy a wonderful nence.----The world prevails only 
so lone as it is the pleasure of Him who received from the 
Father nower to overcome the world; and from Wis victory we 
take courare. Should we even wish vs again to contend and 
strugele for our relifion, let the enemy come arainst us, and 
we will say to then, "i can doall things, throueh Christ 
Jesus our Lord, which strengtheneth me". For of “two spar- 
rows which are sold for a farthine", as the Scripture says, 
"not one of them falls on the ground without our Father in 
heaven", And so completely does the Divine Providence em- 
brace all things, that not even the hairs of our head fail 
to be numbered by Him. 

2 


In another place Oriren deals with the persecution of Christ- 
jens in an attempt to answer the question whether a pe rsecuting 
sovernment is included in the vhrase "There is no power excent 
from God", and reaches the conclusion that nersecution is a- 
culpable misuse of a power which, like all powers, ef. those 
of sight, hearing, etc., is riven by God for a food purpose in 


this case "for the punishment of evil men, and the praise of 
3 . 
sood mene" 


We have already noted another possible inconsistency in 


Oriren's attitude in his reference to "richteous war" or 


4 
"fichtinge in a rishteous cause" which the Christians micht sup- 


port by their prayers, thourh they could not enter the fray 


themselves. And this, in spite of the fact that he had already 


mtrary to the pvrincinies of 


declared warlike activities to be ¢ 
°. i " s . 

i hpatest Coleve, 12° XLV2a. “For other passages dealing with the 
punishment of the Jews see: Against Celsus 44: Vasa, Nasa, 
XXXGV, DLXXViia; sV: MNKs NBs Veas KNVi; Veret MOV aay 
LXzX; or De Oratione, XXK3: Vaao™ , 
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1 
conduct which God had revealed throuch his Son. in the licht 


of his basic assumptions concernine warfare, we are also some= 
what puzzled to understand just how he can unhesitatinely and 
without explanation agree with Celsus that "the so-called wors 
of the bees perhaps constitutd a lesson for the conduct of just 
and orderly wars amonre men, if there should ever be need for 
ae Or we may find difficulty in understanding why he 

ment ions, with a hint of protest, that Celsus tries to “de- 
preciate as far as “e can not only our (Christians'), hut all 
men's, cities and constitutions 2nd sovereienties and sovern~ 
ments and wars for fatherlands." And we have already seen din 
a passawe earlier quoted that he admitted that "before the 

time of Aurustus and esarlier---there was need that there whould 


be war, for instance netween Peloponnesians and Athenians, and 
4 
similarly between others." 
‘ 
After this somewhat lencthy review of Origen's writines it 


would seem to he quite unnecessary +o summarize his attitude. 


‘ 
Clearly, he opposed warfare in principle, and provihited Christ-_ 
ian military service. He recognized the errors and da@ifficul- 
ties into which many of his predecessors had fallen, throurch 
their interpretations of Scriptural 21lusions; and, sourred by 


Celsus' challenges, attempted to remove the old obstacles hy-a 


eee 


He also refers to lecionaries as "renderine militery service 
riehteously" and to "just and orderly wars of men". 

1 

See Against Celsus, Vaasa: TRXTIa~LEXV, and votwer passages 
quoted in connection with these, earlier in tuts napere 


we) ‘ 


Thid., 2V: LXXXrs.. 
5 . . . 

sbid., 2V: LXkxiss. Gadovx says "The phrase 15 nothing more 
than a loosely worded enumeration of the standine institutions 
of church and state." (Early Christian Attitude Toward War, 
208, ne 1.) meee = 
4 ibid., 14: XXX. One mieht also cite +: LixX , where he res ere 


4, atarea as vortending revolutions, wars, ete e . | i 
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vious contradictions into the attitude expressed »y Orifen. 


war or the participation of the members of his Faith in mili- 


‘ 


new method of internretation. it wes this wery method of al- 
leporical, or “spiritual" interpretation, 2nd “is failure to 


apply it consistently, which introduced some of the most ob- 


=n conclusion we can only say that this great Alexandrian 
writer, while advanced, in many points of his theolory, far 
heyond his vredecessors and contenooraries, as well as many of 
his suecessors; lacked the information :-and necessary thourht 
develonoment to enahle him to overcome 211 the obstacles in the 
way of a clear and consistent exnression of the Christian 
attitude toward ware 


CYPRi AN. 


We are next to consider a Christian ~riter wo, “hile his 


fundamental positicn was probably much the same as the writers 


just studied, is much less virorous and explicit in his expres- 


sion of wrat he helieved to he the Christian attitude toward 


1 
tary service. s refer to Cyprian , bishop of Gartharo, who was 
another pupil of Tertullian, and who has heen called the “are 


natius of the west". 


- =n his epistie to Donatus he deplores the evils of the 4 


world: 


J will drav away tye veil from the darkness of this hidden 
world. For a brief space conceive yourself to he transported 
to one of the loftiest peaks of some inaccessible mountain, 
thence gaze On the appearances of thines lying below you, 
and with eyes turned in various directions look upon the 
eddies of the hbillowy world, while you yourself are removed 
from earthly contacts,--you wili at once herin to feel come 
passion for the vorld, and with self-recoblection and in- 
creasing gratitude to God, you will rejoice with all the 
i re 


———— nnn 
Tre works with which we shall deal date hetveen 245 and 260 
A.D. 
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mreater joy that you have escaned ite Consider the roads 
blocked up by robbers, the seas heset with nirates, wars 
scattered all over the earth with the hloody horror of camos. 
fie whole world is wet with mutual blood; and murder, which 
in the case of an individual is admitted to he a crime, is 
called a virtue when it is committed wholesale. z mounity 
ig claimed for the wicked deeds, not on the nlea that they 
are guiltless, but because the cruelty is perpetrated ona 
prand scal@e-------"- 

; 

------- Man is slauchtered that man may he pratified, and 
the skill that is best able to Rill is an exercise and an aAYte 
Crime is not onlv committed, but it is taurht. What can be 
said more inhuman,---what more repulsive? Training is under- — 
sone to acauire the vower to murder, and the ach ievement of 
murder is its #loOryer=~---"- 

But after considerine the public roads full of vitfalls, 
after hattles of many kinds senttered »»road over the whole 
world, after exhibitions either bloody or infamous, after . 
the abominations of lust, whether exposed for sale in broth- 
els or hidden within the domestic walls--possihly you my 
think that the Forum at least is. free. from such things ,*--==- 
Yet wrone is done in the midst of the laws themselves--~--- 
innocence is not preserved even in the place where it is de- 
fended.e By turns the rancour of disputants rages; and wen 
peace is broken amone the toras, the Forum echoes with the . 
madness of strife. There close at hand is the spear and the 
sword, and the executioner also; there is the claw that é 
tears, the rack that stretches, thefire that burns up,-- 
more tortures fa one poor Yuman hody than it has Limbs.---- — 
Te suilty do not even perish with the innocente----at is a 
crime now anons the cuilty to be innocente--7--" 

‘ % \ 
‘ 


Such an allusion to war would certainly lead one to helieve that 
Cyprian would oppose the participation of Christians in mili- 
tary service. And one would also he inclined to draw from the:. 
passage that he, like Origen, would likely opvose their ‘aving 
any vart in the saministration of legal justice. While he 

does not sive such explicit information concerning his attitude 


as Tertullian or Origen, for example, there are other pass2fes 
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Epistle to Donatus, 6. 
2 * 
abid., ag 


3 
reid., 10; 
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in which he sets forth Christian principles, that would seem 


to support this noint of view. For example, he declares that 


“wien an injury has heen received, one has to remit and forrive 


1 2 
it ,-----requital for wronres is not to be riven proc cenenies 
3 
are to be loved ,-----and wren an injury has been received, 
4 


patience is to be kept and venreance left to God ". in his 


address to Demetrius, he writes: 


None of us makes resistance, nor avenrces himself arainst 
your unrirehteous violence, althourh our people are numerous 
and plentiful. 

a , 

And because we may not hate, and we Olease God nore by 
renderings no return for wrone, We exhort you while you have 
the power, while there vet remains to you somethine of life, 
to make satisfaction +o God, and to emerme from the shyss of 
darkline superstition into the true relirion. we-do not 
envy----We repay kindness for your hatred. ; 

e) 


=n his treatise on Patience he quotes: 


"Ye have heard that it is said, Thou shalt love thy neish- 
hor and have thine enemy in hatred. But i say unto you, 
Love your enemies, and pray for them which persecute you, 
that ye ay be the children of your Father which is in hea- 
" . 


Y 


ven.---"-" 


Ana it is reported that he made anolieation of this, teaching 


when durine a placue he urged Christians to care for "all", 


explaining that 


He micht be made perfect, who did sgomethins more than the 
tax-gatherer and the wentile, who, conquering evil with rood 
and practising something like the divine clemency, loved his 
enemies 2180, who prayed for the safety of his persecutors, 
as the Lord advises and exhortse 
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rk! Pe Pee. 49, On the Adventare oF Patience, Ve 
4 8 
‘ SWids, 4045. 206+ Reported in Pontius! Life of 
e 5 Cyprian, Xe 


q Address to Demetrius, 17. 
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in his treatise on Patience “e commends that virtue since: 


Tt is vatience which hoth commends and keeps us to God. 
Tt is natience which assuages anrer, which bridles the 
toneue, croverns the mind, suards peace, rules discipline, 
breaks the force of lust, represses the violence of oride, 
extinguishes the fire of enmity, checks the power of the 
rich, soothes the want of the poor, protects a blessed in- 
tegrity in vireirs, a careful purity in widows, in t»ose who 
are united and married a single affection. at makes men 
humble in prosperity, brave inadversity, sentle towards 
wrones and contempts. it teaches us nuickly to pardon those 
who wrone us; and if you yourself do wrong, to entreat long 
and earnestly. it resists temptations, suffers persecutions, — 
perfedts passions and martyrdoms. it is patience wich 
firmly fortifies the fbundations of our faith. 

p A 


Barlier in the treatise ve “ad written: 


Patience not only keens watch over what is rood, hut it 
also renels wat is evil .----Let us look briefly into a few 
things out of many, that froma fer the rest also may ne 
understood. Adultery, fraud, manslauehter, are mor tal 
crimes. Let patience he strong and stedfast in the heart; 
and neither is the sanctified body and temple of God polluted 
by adultery, nor is the innocence dedicated to riehteousness 
stained with the contarion of fraud; nor, after the Eucharist 
carried in it is the hand spotted with the sword and bloode 

2 


Surely Cyprian, then, could not have regarded with favour either — 
the ends or methods of war; and, thouch he never in so many 
words declared that the Christian must not serve as & soldier, 
many of his statements leave us with the impression that such 
was his conviction. Referring to Celerinus, a martyr in the 
Decian persecution, he wrote: 


& His paternal and maternal uncles, Teurentinus and isnatius, 

| themselves at one time serving as soldiers in the secular 
camp, but being true and spiritual soldiers of God, in over= 
throwing the devil by the confession of Christ, earned YY 


their famous passion the Lord's palms and crowns. 
Ke 


1 
On the Advantage of Patience, XX. 


2 é 
On the Advantage of Patience, Xav. 
3 
Epistle XXXiii. To Clerry and People, 2hrout tre Ordination of 


4 Celerinus as Reader. 
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And to a group of martyrs, who may have heen soldiers who re- 
fused some military requirement, he said: 


Your forehead, oure with God's sign, could not hear the 
devil's crown, hut kent itself for the Lord's crown, 
1 


We can, however, in the case of Cyprian, as well as other 
writers, find many passages which would seem *o indicate that 
he frequently abandoned his position, or that he was ot con- 
sistent in his attitude. For example, it may be noted in the 
first place that Cyprian aceepts and interprets Old Testament 


allusions to warlike activities in a way that his predecessors 


2 
had already challenced as un€hristian. Just to cite one in- 


atance: 


By the sign of the cross also Amalek was conquered hy Jesus 
through Moses. in Exodus Moses said to Jesus: "Choose thee 
out men, and go forth, and order yourselves with Ama lek 
until the morrow. Behold, i will stand on the top of the 
hill, and the rod of God in mine hand. And it came to pass, 
when Moses lifted up his hands, israel prevailed; but when 
Moses had let down his hands, Amalek waxed strong. But 
the hands of Moses were heavy; 2nd they took a stone, and 
placed it under him, and he sate upon it; and Aaron and Hur 
held up his hands, om the one side and on the other side; 
and the hands of Moses were made steady even to the setting 
of the sun. And Jesus routed Amalek and 211 his people. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Write this, that it may be a 

memorial in » hook, and tel? it unto the ears of Jesus, that 

i may utterly destroy the memory of Amalek from under heaven? 
3 


De Lapsisize Some feel that this is merely a casual firurative 
remark. However we may, perhaps with seven more reason, inter- 
“. pret it more literally, and take it to refer specifically to 
soldiers who, for some reason of faith, had violated the rules 
of militery discipline, or penaps have rejected some honoure 
2 ° 
We have already seen how Tertullian and Origen, for example, 
had attempted to avoid or overcome the difficulties offered hy 
Dine existence of many Old Testanent-allusions to war. Marcion 
had long hefore, oointed to the vroblem. Cyprian seems to be 
taking a backward step when ne cites such a passare to streng- 
then the case for the Christian faith. 
3 : 
Testimony Acainst the Jews <i:XRI. it seens unnecessary to 
multiply our examples of such passes in Cyprian's writings;. 
put they may be found in considerahle numbers. To cite just 
4 a few more examples, we flay refer to: Patience X, or Exnorta- 
i us to.Martyrdom, Addressed to Fortunatus, Yass, = 


ea), ti ; vs ; — an : 4 
° . r= Py - ae 

Sab ‘exsthfoe cond ova’ qe arty setae 38 quer Sed 

of ae CWS = 

| shies af Sale tah ind Ce. liners “bon? 

‘meet for ofioo pein ehbod ship eee jeotaret ite 


i <cvene « taro! at 4o™ Beart tant suet OTS a tives ' 
¢ : fie 


7 = 


— : 
2 aH fission nal vie to one ors at Letovowont dd 4 


{ ae of snoe bfuaw cotter senasent Vitae bait (med fe 
:. = any of tage ~o, proltinog aif bane brnde vismeupen? on 


crag 
ree “bates of vee 21 eo fornxe sot ,obutitte eld nb fanpets 
“Sy ee 


. ard Svavatintal hire Genk ade aol‘tevy) far? easie ret 


-. af 


alae al” Ser? vew e at nesetyiies exvifrew oF mmo mat £ 
& 

ath: my taut nat tetacaes ac banner Lets Sears het 

| . . rooms : 


i. “at . 
cl cae YefnrA o4fn anor off Yo mmte ots Lah 
POO! tavecl of bine neeoM achoxK mi 2808 
: re : Ay mevlion troy. tebr16. bre wex10t on bre A % tuo 
me Aeenat otf wo tirta [fiw « bloat swovion ots fLtmm 
ot ern fh.SaA «bret erin nt bod Yo hon oft Arp ,Sfk8 
. Peer ere fonts: ,wener att qu bettif eoa0M cere 
4 avte toxoe MofarA ,2brar ate orob ver fart eoncM 
“mnaen a Soot wert. her vw ied evow 600% Yc Bbnew ef? 
6 mn RoTeA hen r i vole sten 64 hero rit sebnw 3t bponte 
“ert4n aft icm Wee ebtr ond aft A ,ehred ete qe Bfet 
SB ef2 of arve vheota ebar 9g ew ennbie *o ebeat off bee 
Eeteote Aig [ce tee valot® betvoy auecl AeA Seis oF? Qe 
as Ph fot? .atht etiv® ,sonoM ode blen BiG. On? hod 
ek ce, eveo aft oto Ok ffet he toad » wf iatyored © 
=m) neha ret Vetorh %o viomart: att youtas eins er it 


» * ¢ 


> 


a) a fevass 0 viever @! ss ‘4+ tavt-feet snek »Ziateqed od” 

aGaoe” 270m nove cities otsed ,¥ver ew tevewoH .Mieret | 
iret: ea0a 1¢Te1 of ?@t ose bee Vi feted tt — ha tena 
ewe, peratoly hed wots” “os s9eee% emon NOt thfor 
MH eros Beroelet Oree aceod yorktaiosth ws wis? tite. te 


WeRAKS TOT ~eowlsO brn ovis fut eT woe. teen vbaorte over of }: 

ee mel? frietttis ac? ereen vo we hEoen 67 petorette bar 

ieee Of mvotall! feo tremsscoT IO Yaew Te poretet 

b eweeh cetnayd ete fdom of o¢ Sotehere(ereted hbegte 

in Of oanneey © Howe sofie oo mecv qets oy ive ad 
,oeleat nettet ivD ar¢ TOs’ oenp re Me 


ve wiecenp sere eran nat res The aret a+ venti ine 


neettine etnaltqyo ae Nee 8% «ool ¥ 
| ts oF -TedEve ta8 ehinits D2, shh it oie’ , 
bs ¥ oicet tof Seta < og einem 


in, 


He 


weer ue 


-144- 


say in the wars of his day, 2s wel’ as other evils being 


witnessed, the fulfilment of divine promises and tne approach 


of 


the Kingsom of God: ~ 


He predicted and said that wars, and famines, and earth- 
quakes, and pestilences would arise in each place.---Benold, 
the very things occur which were spoken; and since those 
occur which were foretold hefore, whatever things were prom- 
ised will also follow. 

1 


clearly regards war as one instrument of divine punishment: 


But yet, when you say that very many are complaining that 
to us it is ascribed that wars arise more frequently, tat 
Plague, that famines rage, and that lone droughts are sus- 
pending the showers and rains, it is not fitting that <7 
should be silent any longer, lest “vy silence should begin to 
he atrributea to mistrust rather than to modesty; and while 
ZT am treating the false charges mith contempt, 4 may seem to 
be acknowledring the crime .-----That wars continue frequently 
to prevail, that death and famine accumulate anxiety, that 
health is shattered by raging diseases, that the human race 
is wasted by the desolation of pestilence, know that this 
was foretold; that evils should be multiplied in the last 
times, and that misfortunes should be varied; and that as 
the day of judgment is now drawing nigh, the censure of an 
indignant God should be more and more aroused for the scourg- 
ing of the human race. For these things happen not, as your 
false complaining and ignorant inexperience of the truth as-. 
serts and repeats, because your gods are not worshipped by 
us, put because God is not worshipped by you. For since He 
is Lord and Ruler. of the world, and al] things are carried 
on by His will and direction, nor can anything be done save 
what He: Himself as done or allowed to be done, certainly 
when those things occur which snow the anger of an offended 
God, they nappen not on account of us by whom God is wor ship- 
ped, put they are called down by your sins and deservings, 
by whom God is neither in any way soueht nor feared, be- 
cause your vain superstitions are not forsaken, nor the true 
religion known in such wise that We wnio is the one God over 
all might alone be worshipped and netitioned. 


Tre figurative use which he sometimes makes of military langu- 


age might be taken to indicate an approval of ordinary warfare, 


1 
2 


Treatise on Mortality, s4- 


Address to Demetrius, 71, Ve See also his Address to Deme- 
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at any rate he apparently makes no special effort to prevent 


such a misunderstanding: ; 


it is a good soldier's duty to defend the camp of his 
general against rebels and enemies. it is the duty of an il- 
lustrious leader to keep the standards entrusted to hime---- 
There is no sround, therefore, dearest brother, for thinking 
that we should give way to heretics so far as to contemplate 
the betrayal to them of that baptism, “hich is only granted 
to the one and only Church. 
1 


if it is a glorious thine for earthly soldiers to return in 
triumph to their country after conquering the enemy, how 
much more excellent and great is the glory of returning in 


triumph to Paradise after conauering the devil. 
9 
& 


<n his Address to Demetrius he refers to the decreasing 
numbers and efficiency of soldiers as one of the signs of de- 


generacy or pending calamity of his time: 


You have said that all these things are caused by Us, and 
that to us oueit to be attributed the misfortunes wherewith 
the world is now shaken and distressed, because your gods are 
not worshipped hy use-----Even ere we silent, and if we al- 
leged no proofs from the sacred Scriptures and from the di- 
vine declarations, the world itself is now announcing, 2nd 
bearing witness to its decline by the testimony of its fail- 
ing estate.-----The layers of marble are dug out in less 
quantity from the disembowelled and wearied mountains; the 
diminished quantities of fold and silver suggest the early 
exhaustion of the metals, and the impoverished veins are 
straitened and decreased day by day; the husbandman is fail- 
ing in the fields, the sailor at the’ sea, the soldier in the 
camp, innocence in the market, justice in the tribunal, con= 
cord in friendships, skilfulness in the arts, discipline in 


moralSe 
3 ‘ 

To say nothing of the memories of ancient times, and not to 
recur with wordy commemoration to frequently repented ven- 
geance on behalf of God's worshippers, *the instance of a re- 
cent matter is sufficient to prove that our defence, so 


ee ———— 
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Epistle LXXii: X. 
2 : mas 
Exhortation to Martyrdom Adaressed to Fortunatrs Xiai. Cypr ian 
uses the military metaphor frequently: To Donatus XV, Testi- 
mony A®ainst the Jews za: XVi; 224: CXVaa- And very frequently 
in the Epistles Viii: 3,v; XXX: az; LWar 422, and others +_ 

Also in his Treatises On Patience Xiz, On Mortality 4.4, iV, XV, 
* and others. 
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i Address to Demetrius t446) 
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speedily, and in its speed so powerfully, followed of late 
in the ruins of things, in the destruction of wealth, in the 
waste of soldiers, and the diminution of forts. Nor let any 
, one think that this occurred by chance, or think that it was 
~ fortuitous, since long ago Scripture has laid down, and said, 
"Vengeance is mine; i will repay, saith the Lord."----Nor 
‘ et anybody think that Christians are not avenged by those - 
things that are happening, for the reason that they also 
themselves seem to be affected by their visitation, 
1 
And yet we always ask for the repulse of enemies, and for 
‘ obtaining showers, and either for the removal or the moder=- .- 
ating ofg adversity; and we pour forth our prayers, and, pro= 
pitiating and appeasing God, we entreat constantly and ur- 
gently, day and nicht, for your peace and salvatim. 
2 


Cyprian, then, leaves us room to question what his general at- 
titude toward war, 2nd especially Christian military service, 


was. However, considering the references which he has made to 


the subject, in the light of his dependence upon and agreement 
with Tertullian in his general theology, we are probably justi- 
fied in concluding that he stood with those who represented the 
dominant Christian attitude of his day: opposed to war in prin- 
eipie and firmly convinced that the true Christian could never — 
cake any part in it--but not wholly logical and consistent in 
expressing, explaining, and justifying that attitude. 


LACTANTSUS. 


We now come to a writer who stands at the very .end of the 
period of Christian history with which we are here concerned: 
Lactantius, who was writing when Constantine placed the Cross 
at the head of the Roman legions--the act which constituted 
such a victory for Christianity, and at the same time such a , 
defeat for the principles of the Christ. Let us, then, hear the - 
Christian attitude toward war proclaimed by Christianity's 


. . . pie s ee . . Ce 
greatest spokesman of the period in which official Christianity 


or 
Address to Demetrius XVGG-XViase 
2 
avid. XX. 
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definitely abandoned the position of her Master. 


Many times in his Divine institutes, Lactantius declares 


war to be one of the disgraces of human conduct, its prevalence, 


one of the darknesses appearing in human historye After point- 


Romans: 


What is the case of our own countrymen? Are they more 
wise? For they despise valour in an athlete, because » 
produces no injury; but in the case of a king, because it 
occasions widely-spread disasters, they s0 admire it as to 
imagine that trave and warlike generals are admitted to the 
assembly of the gods, and that there is no other way to im- 
mortality than to lead armies, ‘to lay waste the territories 
of others, to destroy cities, to overthrow towns, to put to 
death cr enslave free peoples. Truly the greater number of j 


| 

| 

ing out some of the follies of the Greeks, he turns to the 
; 


men they have cast down, plundered, and slain, s0 much the 
more noble and distinguished do.they. think themselves, and 
ensnared by the show.of empty glory, they give to their 
crimes the name of virtue. ~ would rather that they should 
make to themselves gods from the slaughter of wild peasts,,. 
than approve of an immortality so stained with plood. «af any 
one has Slain a single man, he is regarded as contaminated 
and wicked, nor do they think it lawful for him to be admit- 
tea to this earthly abode of the gods. But he who has 
‘slauchtered countless thousands of men, has inundated plains 
with blood, and infected rivers, is not only aé@mitted into Z 
the temple, but even into henvene----2 indeed cannot deter- 
mine whether i should think it a sunject of grief or of ri- 
dicule, when 7 see grave and learned, and, as they appear to ; 
hemselves, wise men, involved in such miserable waves of 
errors. if this is the virtue wnich renders us immortal, s 
for my part snould prefer to die, rather than to be the 
enuse of destruction to as many as possible. af immortality 
can be Obtained in no other way than by bloodshed, what will 
be the result if all shall agree +o live in harmony? And 
this may undoubtedly be realized, if men would cast aside 
their pernicious ard impious madness, and live in innocence 
and justice. Shall no one, ‘hen, be worthy of heaven? Shall 
virtue perish, because it will not be permitted men to rage 
against their fellow-men? But they who reckon the over throw 
of cities and people as the greatest glory will not endure 
public tranquility: they will plunder and rage, and by the 
infliction of outrageous injuries will disturb the compact 
of human society, that they may have an enemy whom they may 


7 
7, 


destroy with greater wickedness than that with which they 
attackede . 
io. 2 ae -nith dipeste-snetislgiiellinsino aaa 
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His writings date from 305-515 A.D. 
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How familiar to the modern student is the subject of the fol- 
lowing discourse: 


Virtue, then, cannot consist in *he seekine of those things 
in the despising of which the force and purport of virtue | 
appears; nor will it have recourse to those very things whichy 
with its great and lofty mind, i+ desires to trample upon am 
pruise under foot; nor is it aawful for a s0ul which is 
earnestly fixed on heavenly goods to be called away from its 
immortal pursuits, that it may acquire for itself these | 
frail things. But the course of virtue especially consists 
in the acquisition of those things which neither any man, : 
nor death itself, can take away ffom USe------For some, by a 
pretense of goodness, prepare the way for themselves to 
power, and do many things which the good are accustomed to , 
do, and that the more readily because they do them for the | 
sake of deceiving; and 4 wish that it were as easy to carry 
out goodness in action as it is to pretend to it. But when 
they have begun to attain to their purpose and their wish in 
reaching the highest step of power, then, truly layine aside — 
pretence, these men discover their character; they seize 
upon everything, and offer violence, and lay waste; and they 
press upon the good themselves, whose cause they had under=- 
taken; and they cut away the steps by which they mounted, 
that no one may be able to imitate them against themselves. 
sa------3t ig not virtue, therefore, either to be the enemy 
of the bad or the defender of the good, because virtue can- 
not be sudject to uncertain chances. When the agreement of 
men is taken away, virtue has no existence at all; for what 
are the interests of our country, but the inconveniences of 
another state or nation?--that is, to extend the boundaries 
which are violently taken from others, to increase the power 
of the state, to improve the revenues, --411 which things J 
are not virtues, but tne. overthrowing of virtues: for, in 
the first place, the union of human society is taken away, 
innocence is taken away, the abstaining from the property 
of another is taken away; lastly, justice itself is taken 
away, which is unable to bear the tearing asunder of the 
human race, and wherever arms have glittered, must be panish- 
ed and exterminated from thence. This saying of Cicero is 
true: “But they who say that regard is to be had to citi- 
zens,.out that it is nowt %o be had to foreigners, these 
destroy the common society of the human race, and wnen this 
is removed, beneficence, liberality, kindness, and justive 
are entirely taken away." For how can a man pe just who in- 
jures, who hates, who despoils, who puts to death? And they 
who strive to be serviceable to their country do all these 
things: for they are ignorant of what this being serviceable 
is, wno think nothing useful, nothing advantareous, but that 
which can be held by the hand; and this alone cannot be held, 
because it may be snatched awaye 

Whoever, then, "as gained for his country these foods-~-as 
they themselves call them--that is, who by the overthrow of 
cities and the destruction of nations has filled the treasury 
with money, nas taken lands and enriched his countrymen--he 
is extolled with praises to the heaven: in nim there is said 
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‘to be the greatest and perfect virtue. And this is the 
error not only of the people and the ignorant, but also of 
philosophers, who even give precepts for injustice, lest 
folly and wickedness should be wanting in discipline and 
authority. Therefore, when they are speaking of the duties 
relating to warfare, all that discourse is accomodated 
neither to justice nor to true virtue, put to this life and 
to civil institutions. 

x 


if space permitted, many other passages of this nature might 
be quoted to show Lactantius' bitter opposition to the aims, 


principles and methods of war, which he feels to be wholly out 


2 
of harmony with the spirit of Christianity. 
. 


In another group of passages he sets forth various Christ- 
ian teachings and, explicitly or implicitly, indicates their 
pearing upon warfare: 


What then, ar where, or of what character is piety? Truly 
it is among those who are ignorant of wars, who maintain 
concord with all, who are friendly even to their enemies, 
who love all men as brethren, who know how to restrain their 
anger, and to soovtne every passion of the mind with calm 
government. 

3 


We prefer this folly of oure--we embrace this. We velieve 
that this is expedient for us,--%to love you, and to confer 
all things upon yoy, who hate Use 

4 


God has enjoined that enmities are never to be contracted 
by us, but that they are always to be removed, so that we 
soothe those who are our enemies, by reminding them of their 
relationship.----They are to be accounted as savare beasts 
who injure man; who, in opposition to every law and right of 
human nature, plunder, torture, slay, and banish. 


= 


8) 


if any one reviles, the just man must answer him with a 
blessing; he himse 1f must never revile,’ that no evil word 
may proceed out of the mouth of a man who reverences the good 
Word. Moreover, he must also diligently take c7re, lest by 
any fault of his he should at any time make an enemy; 2nd 
if any one should be so ghameless as to inflict injury on @ 


= 


Divine institutes Va: Va. 
2 oe 4 ats 
See also Divine institutes 2:X2X; 22:%s; ViV-Va;, VarV5. Vase 
: XV, for other passages of a similar naturee 
4 3 4 5 ney 
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good and just man, he must bear it with calmness and moder-~ 
ation, and not take upon himself his revenge, but reserve it 
for the judgment of God. He must at all times and in all 
places guard innocence. And this precept is rot limited to 
this, that he should not himself inflict injury, but that he 
should not avenge it when inflicted on himself. 

1 


Since the just man inflicts injury on none, nor desires 
the property of others, nor defends: his own if it is violent 
ly carried off, since he knows also wow to bear with moder- 
ation an injury inflicted on hin, because he is endowed with 
virtue, it is necessary that the just man should be subget 
to the unjust, and the wise man treated with insults by 
the fool. 

2 


Thus it comes about that the just man is an object of con- 
tempt to all: and because it will be thought that he cannot 
defend himself, he will be considered slothful and inactive. 


But he who avenges himself on his enemy--he is judged to be 
brave and energetic: all reverence him, all respect him. 


zt is not befittine that those who strive to keep to the 
path of justige should be companions and sharers in this 
public homicide, For when God forbids us to kill, He not 
only prohibits us from open violence, which is not even al- 
lowed by the public laws, but He warns us against the commis- 
sion of those things which are esteemed lawful amonr mene 
Thus it will be neither lawful for a just man to engage in 
warfare, since his warfare is justice itself, nor to accuse 
any one of a capital charge, because it makes no difference 
whether you put a man to death by word, or rather by the 
sword, since it is the act of putting to death itself which 
is prohibited. Therefore, with repord to this precept of 
God, there oucht to he no exception at all; hut that it is 
alweys unlawful to put to death a man, whom :God willed to 
he a sacred animal. 

A 


Besides his reneral references to the evil of war Lactan- 


tius points out, in particular cases, the disastrous effects of 


Institutes Vi: XVas.4. : 
ibid. V:XXi:a. : 


Shid, Vie XVaxa, 


Pr ww Ww PF 


“hide Vi: XX. an this same chapter he also wrote: “Wnoever 
reckons it a pleasure that a man, thourh deservedly condemned 
should he slain in vis sieht, defiles his own conscience, just 
as if he were to become spectator and svarer of a murder whieh 
is committed in secret." 
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militarism--even beyond the bloodshed and destruction of the | 
campairn: 

While Diocletian, that author of ill, and deviser of misery, 
was ruinine all thines, he could not withhold his insults, 
not even agninst God. This man, by avarice partly, and 
partly by timid counsels, overturned the Roman empire. For 
he made choice of three persons to sare the roverrment with 
him; and thus, the empire having heen quartered, armies were 
multiplied, and each of the four princes strove +o maintain 
a much more considerable militory force than any sole emper- 
or had done in times past. There hegfan to he fewer men who 
paid taxes than there were who received wares; s0 that the 
means of the husbandmen beinre exhausted by enormous imnosi- 
tions, the farms were ahandoned, evltivated srounds became 
woodland, end universal dismay prevailed. Besides, the prom 
vinees were divided into minute vortions, and many presi- 
dents anda 2 ~ultitude of inferior officers lay nervy on each 
territory, and almost on each day. There were also m7ny 
stewards of different derrees, 2nd deputies of presidents. 
Very few civil causes came hefore them: but there were c™-= 
demnations daily, and forfeitures frecuently inflicted; taxes 
on numberless commodities, and those not only often repeated, 
hut perpetual, and, in exactine them, intolerable wrongSe 

: 

Much about the some time Galerius ‘7d reduced the Pretorian 
Guards. There remained at Rome a few sOldiers.of that body, 
-who, profitins of the oprortunity, put some magistrates to 
death, and, with the acouiescence of the tunultuary popu]- 
lace, clothed Maxentius in the imperial purple .------Galerivus 
sent for Severus, exhorted him to regain his dominion and 
govereisnty, and he put under his command that army which 
Maximien Hereulius nad formerly commanded, that he might 
attack Mexentius at Rome. There the soldiers of Maxentius 
had been oftentimes received with every sort of luxurious 
accomodation, so that they were not only interested to pre- 
serve the city, but they also lonred to fix their residence 
in it. 

Maxentius well knew the enormity of his own offences; and 
thouch he had as it were an hereditary claim to tve services 
of his: father's army, and mieht have honed to draw it over 
to himself, yet he reflected that tris consideration mient 
occur to Galerius 21s0, and induce Sim to leave Severus in 
Zllyricum, and march in person with his om army against 
Rome .-----Meamvhile Severus marened on, and with his troops 
approached the walls of the city. Presently the soldiers 
raised up their ensirns, sahandoned Severus, and yielded them 
selves to Maxertius, againetmmon they “ad come. What re=- 
maine@d but flight for Severus, tus deserted? He was en= 
countered by Maximian, who “a4 resuned the imperial dienity. 
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On the Manner in which the Persecutors Died Vase 
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On this he took refure in Ravenna, and shut himself up there 
with a few soldiers. But perceiving that he was ahovt bo he 
delivered up, he voluntarily surrendered himeelf, and re- 
stored the vurple to him from vhom he had received it; and 
after this he obtained no other erace but that of an easy 
death, for he was competled to open his veins, and in that 
rentle manner exvired. 


1 


<n all thines else he resembled ris preceptor Galerius. 
For if avert chanced +o have heen left untoucked hy Diocles 
and Macimian, that did Daia zreedily and shamelessly carry 
off. And now the eranaries of each individual were shut, 
and all warehouses sealed up, and taxes, not yet due, were 
levied by anticipatirn. Hence famine, from nerlect of culti- 
vation, and,the prices of all things enhanced heyond measure. 
Herds and flocks were driven'from their pasture for the daily 
sacrifice. By sorging his soldiers with the flesh of sacri- 
fices, he so corrupted then, that they disdained, their 
wonted pittance in corn, and wantonly threw it away. Mean- 
while Daia recompensed his body-guards, who were very numer- 
ous, with costly raiment and sold medals, made donatives in 
silver to the common soldiers and recruits, and bestowed 
every sort of largess on the barbarians who served in his 
army. As to grants of t's sroverty of livinr persons, which 
he made +o his favourites wienever they chose to ask what 
belonged to another. «4 know not whether the sane thanks 
mieht not be due to him that are siven to merciful rohhers, 
who spoil without murderins. 

2 


zn the activities af this most unChristian institution--ware--, 
wiich is so detrimental to the welfare--spiritual or material, 
moral or physical--of 2°11 concerned--hoth prosecutor and enemy, 
offensive and defensive, combatant and non=-comhatante-, the 
Christian can have no nart. And this conviction Lactantits 
forcefully reaffirms when, in onvos ine the contention that the 
"just man" is foolish; "for, to save his own life, he will not 
in warfare take a horse away from 2 mounded man"; he maintains 
that, in the first place, the just man could never be faced 
with such an alternative: 

1 ’ : - : 

On the Manner in which the Persecutors Died, XXVa. The account 
continues in a similar fashion throurch chapter XXVai. 


2 
Thid. XXXVa.i. 
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For----why should he ware war, and mix himself up in 
other neople's nassions--ne in wose mind dwells perpetual 
peace with men? He----who remards it as wrone, not only to 
infliet slauchter himself, but even to he present with those 
who inflict it and to look on, will forsooth he delighted 
with-----human blood! 
1 


Te takine of human life was not only unChristian, it vas ae~- 
tually inhuman, from the just man's point of view: 


Fire and water used to be forhidten to exiles; for up till 
then it was thoureht a wrone +9 inflict the nunishment of 


death on those ho, thouch they were evil, were yet mene 
2 


Ana: 


<f God alone were worshipned, there world not he dissen- 
sions and wars; for men would know that they are sons of the 
one God, and so joined tomether by the sacred and imviolable 
bond of divine kinship; thers ‘would he no phots, for they 
would know what sort of punishments God has prepared for 


those who kill liwine beingssec... 
g 


And, though the gentiles had banished justice from their midst 
by persecutine the rood, even "if they slew the evil only, tey 
would not deserve that justice should come +o them; for justice 


had no other reason for leaving the earth than the sveddinge of 


4 
human »1lo00d."™ 


Lactantius' attitude, then, toward war, and bloodshed in 
general, world appear to he unenuivocally expressed many times 


in his various writines. We can neraly cuestion what his gen- 


eral feeline in the matter was; hut arain we are wholly justi- 


fied in askine whether he adhered to it consistently and whether 


his position was consistent in itself. Gtancine throuch his 


writings with tis question in mind we do find vwerious other 
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passares which we find it somewhat difficult to reconcile with 
the attitude expressed in the passeres already ouoted; Lactan- 
tius, like others, made various statements which, from our 
point of view, may he considered mutually contradictory in 
their >asic assumptions. For‘a'few examples, ict us examine, 
in the lieht of the foreroinre auotations, the following pas- 
sares in whieh he deals with identiesal or related subjects: 


But he also opened to them all thines whieh were ahout to 
happen, which Peter and Paul preached at Rome; and this 
preaching being written for the sake of remembrance, became 
permanent, in which they hoth declared other wonderful 
things, and also said that it was ahout to come to pass, that 
after a short time God wovld send arainst them a kine who 
would subdue the Jews, and level their cities to the sround, 
and besiere the people themselves, worn out with hunrer and 
thireat. Then it should come to pass that they should feed 
on the bodies of their own children, and consime one another. 
Lastly, that they should be taken captive, and come into the 
hands of their enemies, and should see their wives most 
cruelly harnassed before their eyes, their vireins ravished 
and polluted, their sons torn in pieces, ‘their little ones 
dashed to the ground; and lastly, everything laid waste with 
fire and sword, the captives banished for ever from their 
own lands, because they had exulted over the well-beloved 
and most-approved Son of God. And s0, after their decease, 
when Nero had put them to death, Vespasian destroyed the 
name and nation of the Jews, and did all thines which they 
had foretold as arout to come to passe 

2 

We have said, a little before, that it will come to pass at 
the commencement of the sacred reirn, that the nrince .of the 
devils will he hound by God. Rut he also, when the thousand 
years of the kinedom, that is, seven thousand of the morld, 
shall berin to he ended, will he loosed afresh, and heingr 
sent forth from prison, will fo forth and assemble all tye 
nations, which shall then be under the dominion of the 
righteous, that they may make war against the holy city; and. 
there shall he collected together from all the world an in- 
numerable company of the nations, and shall hesiese and sur- 
round the city. Then the last angeer of God shall come upon 
the nations, and shall utterly destroy them; and first He 
shall shake the earth most wi olentigs <--> and excessive heat 
and sreat burning shall descend upon the nostile and imnious 
people, and showers of brimstone, and hailstones, and drops 
of fire; and their spirits shall melt throuch the neat, and 
their bodies shall be bruised bu the hail, and they shall 
emite one another with the sword s----But the people of God 


Divine institutes, 4%: XXi 
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during those three days shall he concealed under coves of 
the earth, until the anger of God arainst the nations and 
the last judrment shall be ended. 

1 


Referring to the defeat of the persecutors of the Christians, in 
war, by Constantine: 


O michty Emperor Conctantine----"hen that most happy day 
had shone upon the world, in which the Yost Hirh God raised 
you to the prosperous heirht of power, you entered upon a 
dominion which was salutary and desirable for all-----. For 
to the wicked, who still rage against the righteous in other 
parts of the world, the Omnipotent will also repay the re- 
ward of their wickedness with a severity nroportioned to 
its tardiness; for as He is a most indulgent Father towards 
the fodly, so is He a most upricht Judee arainst the un- 
rod ly ° 

2 


And war and the sword will firure in the comine of the New Are 
and the fall of Rome: 


God smote Eevnt vith an incurahle stroke, and freed His - 
people-------. And this deed so jllustrious and so wonderful, 
althourh for the vresent it disnlaved to men the nower of 
God, was also a foreshadowing and firure of a greater deed, 
which the same God was »2out to nerform at the last consum- 
mation of the times.----- But since at that time ‘the neople of 
God were one, and in one nation only, Eervynt only was smitten. 
But now, because the people of God are collected out of 911 
lanruages, 2nd dwell’ amonr all nations, and are oppressed 
by those bearine rule over them, it must come to pass tha t 
all nations, that is, the whole world, be heaten with heaven 
ly stripes----. Therefore, as the end of this world approache 
es, the condition of human affairs must underro a dane, and 
throush the prevalence of wickedness become worse; SO that 
now these times of ours, in which iniquity and impiety have 
increased even.to the hishnest desree, may he judged, nappy. 
For righteousness vill so decrease, and impiety, avarice, 
desire, and lust will so creatly increase------.e All justice 
will be confounded, and the laws will ne destroyed. No one 

; will then have anything except that which has been gained or 
defended by the hand: »boldness and violence will possess 
all things. There will be no faith among men, nor peace, 
nor kindness, nor shame; and thus also there will be neither 
security, nor government, nor any rest from evils. for all 
the earth will be in a state of tumult; wars wil! everywhere 
rage; all nations will be in arms, and will oppose one ano th=- 
er; neighboring states will carry on conflicts with each 
other; and first of all, Erypt will pay the venalties of her 
foolish superstitions, and will be covered with »100d as 

ed ace ee ee UL am 
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with a river. Then the sword will troverse tre world, mowing 
down everythin, and layine low all thines a8 a ecrov.--~The 
Roman name, hy which the world is now ruled, will he taken 
away from the earth, and the rovernment return to Asiase----- 
For it ig related that the Ervyntians, 2nd Persians, and 
Greeks, and Assyrians-had the eoverrment of the world; and 
after the destruction of them all, the cvief nower come to 
the Romans also. And inasmuch as they excel all other kinr- 
doms in marnitude, with so much rreater an overthrow will 
they fall, hecause those huilaines which are hieher than 
others have more weieht for a downfall. 

1 


God having reerlled the wanderine and purred away the 
wickedness, vartly by floodinre it with much water, partly by 
burning it up with the sharvest fire, sometimes casting it 
out bv wars and nestilences, led his own world hack to its 


ancient state and restored it. 
2 


Lactantius also found Jesus represented in Joshua: 


Wor that Jesus (son of Nin) revresented Christ: for when 
he was at first called Auses, MYses, foreseeing the future, 
ordered that he should be called Jesus; that since he had 
heen chosen as the leader of the warfare against Amalek, who 
was the enemy of the children of ssrael, he micht both sub- 
due the adversary by the'emblem of tne name, and lead the 
people into the land of promise. And for this reason he 
was also successor to Moses, to show twat the new law riven 
by Christ Jesus w2s ahout to succeed to the old law which 
was. riven. by M, ses. 

3 , 


Rut their are passares in Lactartius' works which seem %0 
amhody an even more Aireect comnromise of tre vnosition set 
forth in the pnassares cited ecarlier in this naper. For example, 
he not only remarks that "God made man naked and nnarmed, he- 


cause he could he armed hy vis +nlent and clothed by “is 


4 
reason" , but he actually seems to criticize Maximinus Daza for 


, , ae . P F 3 esa 
his ignorance of military #f*airs, while he praises Constantines 
| institutes, Vis: XV. The description is continued through 
geveral chapters, XV-XXx. 
2. u 
abide, Vis: XViis. This quotation from H 
found near the end of the account cited 2novee 


Hermetic writings is 


3 ‘ 
. Shiai, 2s Vas 
4 
a De Opificio Dei, 14:5. See also institutes, Vasa: aV: 14. 
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"diligence in military matters" and his ability to win the. 
favor of his soldiers. 


Constantius also had a son, Constantine, a younr man of 
very sreat worth, and well meriting the hirh station of 
Caesar. The distineuished comeliness of his figure, his 
strict attention +o all military duties, his virtuous de- 
mearour and sineular affahility, had endeared him to the 
troops, and made him the choice of every individual. He 
was then at court, vavire Jone hefore heen created by Dio- 
cletian a tribune of the first order. 

1 


He descended from the tribunal, and passed through 
Niecomedia in a chariot; and then this old emperor, like a 
vetern soldier freed from military service, was dismissed 
fnto his own country; while Daia, lately taken from the 
tending of cattle in forests to serve as a common soldier, 
immediately made one of the life-guard, presently a tribune, 
and next day Caesar, obtained authority to trample under 
foot and oppress the empire of the East; a person ignorant 
alike of war and of civil affairs, and from a herdsman be- 
come a leader of armies. 

2 


He, in later chapters, d@escrides with apparent satisfaction 


and gratitude to God the vietories of Constantinus and Licinius 


3 
over Maxentius and Daza. But one can hardly believe that it 


is Lactantius, the Christian opponent of warfare and violence, 
who writes the following accounts 


Te armies thus approaching each other, seemed on the eve 
of a battle. Then Daia made this vow to Jupiter, that if 
he obtained victory ve would extinguish and utterly efface 
the name of Christians. And on the following nicht an ongel 
of the Tord seemed to stard hefore Licinus while he was 
asleep, admonishing vim to arise immediately, and with his 
whole army to put up a prayer +o the Supreme God, and as- 
surine him thet by so doing he should obtain vietory. 
Licinus fancied that, hearing this, he arose, and that his 
monitor, who was nish bin, directed how he should pray, and” 
in what words. Awakine from sleep, “e sent for one of “is 
secretaries, and dictated tnese wads exactly as he ‘ad 


heard them:-- 
eee ee ee 
On the manner in which the Persecutors Died, XViis- 


2 . 
wid, ee. 


3 
Tbid., XLiV-XLVii:. 
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Of the Manner in which the Persecutors Died, XLVs-XL.sx%. The 
account is continued, in a similar spirit for several chapters. 
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"Supreme God, we beseech Thee; Holy God, ve heseech Thee; 
unto Thee we commerd all right; unto Thee we commend our 
safety; unto Thee we commend our empire. By Thee we live, 
by Thee we are victorious and happy. Supreme Holy God, 
hear our prayers; +o Thee ve stretch forth our arms. Hear, 
Holy Supreme God." 
Many copies were made of these words, and distributed among 
the principal commanders, who were to teach them to the 
soldiers under their charge. At this all men took fresh 
cow age, in the confidence that victory kad been announced 
+o them from heaven. Licinius resolved to give battle on 
the kalends of May; for precisely eight years before Daia 
mad received the dignity of Caesar, and Licinius chose 
that day in hopes tiat Daia might be vanquished on the an- 
niversary of his reign, as Maxentius had been on his. Daia, 
however, purposed to give battle earlier, to fight on the 
day before those kalends, and to friumph on the anniversary 
of his reign. Accounts came that Daia was in motion; the 
soldiers of Licinius armed themselves, and advanced. A 
barren and open plain lay between the two armies. Tney 
were now in sight of one another. Tie soldiers of Licinius 
placed their shields on the ground, took off their helmets, 
and, following the example of their leaders, stretched 
fa th their hands towards heavene Tren the emperor uttered 
the prayer, .and they all repeated it after him. The host, 
doomed to speedy destruction, heard the murmur of the 
prayers of their adversariés. And now, tre cerémony havi ng 
heen thrice performed, the soldiers of Licinius became full 
of courawre, buckled on their helmets amain, and resumed 
their shields. The two emperors advanced to a conference: 
hut Naia cold not be hrourht to pveace; for he held Ticinius 
in contempt, and imagined that the soldiers would presently 
abandon an emperor parsimonious in his donatives, and enter 
into the service of one liberal even +o profusion. And in- 
decd it was on this notion that he began the war. He looked 
for the voluntary surrender of the armies of Licinius; and 
thus reinforced, he meant forthwith to have attacked Con- 
stantinee 
‘So the two armies drew nigh; the trumpets gave the signal; 


the military ensigns advanced; the troops of Licinius charged 


But the enemies, panic-struck, could neither draw their 
swads nor yet throw their javelins. Daia went about, and, 
alternately by entreaties and promises, attempted to seduce 
the soldiers of Licinius. But he was not hearkened to in 
any quar ter, and they drove him back. Then were the troops 
of Daia slaugiteres, none making resistance; and such 
numerous legions, and forces s¢ mighty, were mowed down by 
an inferior enemy. No one called to mind His eputation or 
former valour, or the honourable rewards which had been cM~ 
ferred on him. The Supreme God did so place tveir necks 
under the sword of their foes, that they seemed to have 
entered the field, not as combatants, bur as men devoted to 
death. 
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He had already described how *he Cross came *o he adopted as 
the military monogram: 


And now a civil war broke out vetween Constantine and 
Maxentius.-~---~-- They fought, and the troops of Maxentius pre- 
vailed. At length Constantine, with steady courage and a 
mind prepared for every event, led his whole forces to the 
neighborhood of Rome, and encamped them opposite to the 
Milvian bridge.----- 

Constantine was directed in a dream to cause the heavenl 
sign to be delineated on the shields of his soldiers, and so 
to proceed to battle. He did as ne had been commanded, 
and ne marked on their shields the letter X, with a per- 
pendicular line drawn through it and turned round thus at 

the top, being the cipher of Christ. Having this sign, 

his troops stood to arms. The enemies advanced, »vut with- 
out their emperor, and they crossed the bridge. The armies 
met, and fought with the utmost exertions of valour, and 


firmly maintained their ground e---<--<<--~--~~ The hand of the 
Lord prevailed, and the forces of Maxentius were routed. 
1 
2 


Tere can be little doubt, then, that by S14A.D. , this 
Christian spokesman had begun +to display the unChristian 
attitude toward Christian warfare, which was *o dominate for 

so many centuries, in spite of a never-stilled plea for loyalty 


to Jesus and a return to His path of peace. 
Our study of the writings of Lactantius, then, has dis- 


tinetly revealed to us a new stace in the development of the 
3 
early Christian attitude toward ware in his earlier writings 


we found that Lactantius, like other Christian writers studied, 


stood firmly upon the peaceful principles of his Master. He 


Orn the wanner in which tre Persecutors Died, XIVi. _ 
: * . - : 

Tis is the date assigned to the work just cited. Tt will oe 
recalled that this was after Constantine's adoption of the 
Cross and his early victories in the name of Christianivye 


3 ’ 

Te date assigned to the Divine institutes is about 205 AeDe 
This is, of course, only a very few years before the Later 
work; but it must always be recalled that *that significant 
date 312 A.D. comes between the two--and quite obviously nad 
its effect upon the attitude of Lactantius, SO far as that is 
revealed to us in his writings preceding and following that 
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virorously Ttuaerroved of warfare, naming it one of the greatest 
blots upon the history of ae affairs; and ne especially 
prohibited participation in any warlike activities upon the 
part of the follower of Christ, the Prince of Peace. To be 
sure, we found in his position as set forth in his Divine 
‘tnatitutes some of the apparent inconsistencies so frequently 
noted in other early writers, and which we found to be so 
largely due to the primitive stage of Christian thought and 
knowledge in those early centuries. These occasional references 
(in our view unChristian) it is recognized, in his case.as in 
others, must be understood, but must not be allowed to inter- 
fere with our judgment of the real Christianity of the writer's 
fundamental attitude toward war. But when we come to Lac tan- 
tius' writines of ea few years later, we find a distinct shift 
of position. Only occasionally now do we find a casual 
reference to the fundamental principles of the Christian posi- 
tion; in the main, we has riven us one of the earliest ex- 
amples of a Christian work devoted so larmely to a discussion 


of the military prowess and skill of a Ghristian warrior, and 


a glorifieation of the military victory of (official) 


Christianity. 


Here our present study ends. Tae full significance of 
the shift in the position of official Christianity becomes 
much clearer when we have looked into the following peridde 
=t is necessary, in fact, to see tie encouragement and then 
the requirement of Christian military service which were 80 
soon to follow, in order to fully understand tne development 


whieh had its roots and first bloom in the period just reviewed. 
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Without going further, however, we can again remark, this time 
in the words of Lecky, that "When a cross was said to nave 

appeared miraculously to Constantine, with an inscription an- 
nouncing the victory of the Milvian bridge; when the same holy 
sign, adorned with the sacred monogram, was carried in the fore 
front of the Roman armies; when the nails of the cross---were 
converted by the emperor into a helmet, and into bits for his 
war-horse, it was evident that a mreat chanre was passing over 


ee | 
the once pacific spirit of the Church." 


Deeee ene Seeeees, feneel Se 


W.E.H, Lecky, "History of European Morals from Augustus to 
Charlemagne", (London, 1913), 22: 259. 
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CONCLUS3 ON 


The time now comes for us to sunmarize our findings 
and forumlate the conclusions, which have probably already 
been drawn. 

We began by attempting to discover the real Christian 
attitude through a review of Jesus' recorded teachings. We 
found that, while he apparently never found occasion to deal 
specifically with the matter of military service or to ex- 
plicitly express his attitude toward ait he set forth, for 
the guidance of his followers, principles of conduct which 

- ruled out any ‘ase of violence or the cherishing of ill-will 
toward others, and so clearly implied a condemnation of both 
the motive and method of war. in doth his teaching and per- 
sonal conduct we find the spirit of both offence and defense 
replaced by an active non-resistance, a never failing exercise 
of the power of Love. His general principle of human brother- 
hood, as well as more specific teachings such as those upon 

and 

-non-resistance, prayer for enemies, service, humility, place 
‘participation in the cruel bloodshed and destruction of war 
outside the limits of Christian conduct. Surely the avowed 
‘object of war: the destruction of human life, as well as the 
consequences which flow from it: destruction and waste, suf- 


fering of combatant and non-combatant, secular feuds between 


races and nations, jealousy, suspicion, hatred, fear, must 
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Tre probable reason why the issue never camé clearly before 
Jesus and early Christianity has Seen discussed, it, will be 
recalled, in,*e early parts of this papere 
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military service to the end of the pre-Constantine period, 
‘and the Christian attitude as expressed in Christian writings 
: 1 
of the same period. in general, we found that Christian 
military service grew as Christianity crew, but this develop- 
ment, as our literary ev idence ghows, was in spite of dis- 
couragement, rather than because of encouragement, by Chrie tian 
reasoning with rerard to the matter. Our prohlem seems to he 
largely one of explaininre the apparent conflict in our two 
sets of evidence. in other words, wey did the Christians 
increase their representation in the armies during the very 
period in which they were coming to a fuller and fuller reali- 
gation that such action constituted an ahandonment of the 
basic vrinciples of their eherisved faith? We can explain 
this, 2nd in doine so, we very lareely excuse these early 
followers of Christ for their inconsistent nosition--hut we, 
at the same time, east a very unfavorahie reflection upon 
those who, in later and more aadvaneed ares of Christian 
thourht, point to this nosition as a justification for cine ll ; 
own deliberate defiance of Jesus, their vrofessed Master. 

The earliest Christians, let us repeat, did not face the 
problem of military service. They were a lowly mroup in an 
obscure aorear of a mishty empire; they were certainly exampted 
from military service, because of their nationality, and were 

i ? 
a aiecnie ee ream amananaR, 


The sreat volume of Christian writines in this period caused 
us to face two alternatives in our plan of study: we could 


aif 

: make a very brief survey of all availahle materials, resultins 
4 in a kind of catalogue of the expressions of the various wri- 
’ ters upon the subject of war and military service; or we could 


© select a few of the best known representative writers and make 
4 a fairly complete analysis of their respective attitudes. The 
second plan was adopted. Thus we have the expressed opi nia as 
of only a few outsbandine Christians. An attempt Nas, nowewver, 
‘een made to ohe’fair in the gelection of writers for study; ard, 
so far as the oresent writer is avare, no Christian writer of © 
oe tention to the general position adopted ae 
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very probably excluded from this honored profession, hecause 

Sof their social and economic Ve ty They accepted the 
peace-commanding teachings of their meek and lowly leader, 

-piving little thourht to their hearine upon the matter of 
participation in warfare. When the opnortunity came to admit 
to their fellowship a member of the honored and also useful 
militery profession , they annarently did so without rivine 
extensive thourht to the auestionahle leritimacy of the hearing 
of arms bv a Christian. Prohahly from a very early date 
Christianity, then, claimed 2 small provortion of soldier 
converts. One such case mient, of course, serve as precedent 
in justification of another; tg so far as we know, they were 
“very few and these early simple-minded brethren avparently ) 
never even thought into the matter so far as to look even for 
a precedent. 

The Christian fellowship grew, and its membership in the 
army also rrew. Gradually, as our chronolorical study of 
Christian writings has sown, reflectine Christiane heran to 
go a step further than the mere quotation of the teachines of 
the Gospels: they »befan to apply them more specifically to 
the judrine of actual conduct. Wat was more natural than Soe 


the srowine participation in military service should come under 


their serutinyz-and, lorically, he condemned as unChristian? 


Ose studied: that is, 70 Christian writer ain tois early 
period explicitly encourared, or even a@efended, warfare or 
3 military service 28, in his ovninion, in accord with the 
princinies of his fait. 

e 
ate will be recalled that the Roman soldiers performed police 
4yties and acted as preservers of domestic peace, as well as 
warriors. As we have seen, however, many Christians, with 
much justice, eriticized even this phase of their work and 


the way in which it was carried out. 
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As Christianity rrew, Christian narticipation in affairs 
developed; as ereater numbers of Christians came to hold 
military and magisterial positions, more and more reneral 
became the interest of Christians in the question as to the 
lepitimacy of their rendering such service;and reasoning upon 
the subject Bbroueht Christian leaders to a erowinge realization 
and an increasingly virorous declaration of the incompatibility 
of the principles of the faith with the spirit, aims, and 
methods of warfare in reneral, and with Roman military service 
in particular. As we have so frequently noted, even the most 
advanced of the fathers were not wholly ecnutatent in the ex- 
pression of the Christian attitude toward war; hut they never 
. failed to point out empratically its absolute negation of the 
spirit of Christ, and, upon that hasis, to vrohinit the 
Christian to varticinate in its ravares. 

Mae reasons for these inconsistencies, to be found so 
lar sely in the limitations an? tha dav in which these writers 
lived, we have taken écvniderebie care to explain. How they 
came +o be recomenized 2s inconsistencies and to act as a souree 
of difficulty in the statement and justification of the : 
ore position, even in this early period, we have several 
times creer in connection witn the attempts of various writers 
to explain and overcome them. But the deliberate use of these 
limitations and @ifficulties of the early fathers by later 
Christians to justify conduct which was clearly outlawed by 


Jesus, and explicitly denounced by those same fathers, he lonss 
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to the story of post-Constantine Christianity. As one studies 
this early period, he must note with rratifiesrtion how these 
Christian writers consistently allowed their intellirence and 
loyalty to Jesus to ruide their conduct in actual life, and so 
avoided the very aifferent path which would have heen justi- 
fied hy the primitive theolory by which they were bound--and j 


arainst which, in svite of tre necessity which they felt for 


| 
| 
adhering to it, they defended their new faith and the vorinci- | 
ples of eonduct which if dietated. 
) 
. 


No Ghristian writer in the neriod revieved attemnts to 
justify a co-relisionist's var ticipation in warfare. Tertullian 
implies that there were in his day those who attemoted to 
justify military service, by means of traditional wars and 
primitive Hebrew theology. This is nothing more than we 
might expect to find; but we are amazed when Tertullian, in 
the face of insurnountable obstacles, attempts to break down 
the areument--to save the teachines of Christianity, even with 
the rreat burden imposed by the attachment of that ovtworn 
ana unChristian theolory. He and many others literelly fourht 
to defend and justify the peaceful nature of Christianity when 
so much, even elements of their own faith, opnosed them. They 
had 2180 i face the fact toeat Jesus had not pronounced snecifi- 
cally with rerard to the subject, weicn mieht have constituted 
a much more weirhty armument in that day than in our own. 

* 
Ana , vy the time of Tertullian at least, we ean besin to see 
the tragedy of the fact that a class of military Christians 
had beeun te avnpear hafore their vnosition ever eome to be dis- 


cussed. The very existence of Christian soldiers in itself 
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made it more difficult to pronounce arainst such a classe 
ted 
There were Christians in the armies who had vnauestionins ly 


helieved their nosition honorable and thorourhly Christian; 


what conld have hean more neo*ural tan that when the issue 
arose, they should use the areuments of the Old Testament and 
popularly accepted beliefs to justify their position and 
declare it to be in accord with Jesus' own teachines? Add to 
this the possible material advantares of military honors, and 
the dangers of declining or withdrawing from. military dis- 
cipline; and we have a pretty fair explanation for the con- 
tinuance and rrowth of Christian membership in the imperial 


armies, even after their position had been so rightfully 


.enallenered. 


of 
But the fact which we must not lose sieht is that no 


Christian author of the pre-Constantine period undertook to 


show that Christians mirht be soldiers. While many of them, 


ana the remnants of Church laws whieh have heen oreserved from 


his are, virorously oppose such aetion. in the writines of 
Lactantius' we have discovered the turnine point. While he 
does not specifieally encourare or even justify the mokine of 
war or participation in it on the vart of Christians, he exul- 
Priiy describes the armed vietoriesof Constantine; and clearly 
rejoices as he attributes to the emblem of the cross, the sue~ 
' 

ees of the slaushter which he recounts in some detail. 

While it is manifestly unfair to state that with Con- 
stantine's adoption of the cross the Christian attitude im- 
mediately sifted to one of militarism; we are certainly justi- 
fied in pointing out that this was the point at which the 


authoritative and official, if rot the dominant, Christian 
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sign of the cross of Jesus was now an imperial military emblem, 


bringing rood fortune and victory." it is pervaps fair to 


state that at this point the main interest of official Christ- 


‘was Christian livine. in its attitude toward war, es in many 


the wenuine principles of the earnest and loyal hrotherhood 


hodied in the Canons of Hippolytus or the related Chur eh-Order 


position--that is,the attitude of the Church--transferred its 


emphasis and influence. As one writer has expressed it, "The 


ianity became power, as opposed to its true purpose which 
other matters, the imperialistie Chureh soon denarted far from 


which had suffered so much hecause of their faith and the new 
wav of livine whieh it dictated. an Z14A.D. the Synod of 


- 


Arles enacted 2 canon which comnietely nerrted the rules em- 


Athanios was soon to deelere it Christian ard praiseworthy +o 
kill the enemy in war. Other writers were to supnort these 
unChristian teachines in the name of Christianity. Aurustine, 
who ¢@id so much good and also so much evil, threw in his in- 
Tluence by outlining in detail tre defense of warfare in 2 
manner which it would be an insult to declare pafan. 
Christianity had departed from the principles of Christ, — 
ane one has’ to proceee forward many centuries to find evidence 
that it arain may face in the rieht direction. One thine, ow- 


ever, may be said: it eannot find justification for its : 


traditional position in the Christian attitude toward war in . 


the pre-Constantine period. 
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